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Thoughts From The 
Liibavitcher Rebbe

Tu B’S h v a t  — New Y ear For T re e s  
i s  l i k e  t h e  t r e e  i n  t h e  field*^

By Rabbi Yossi Groner

The Talmud teaches that Tu 
B’Shvat, (which means the 
15th day of the Hebrew month 
of Shevat) is the New Year for 
trees. This holiday was always 
significant to us since the 
Torah says that man is like a 
tree in the field.

Actually there are many 
similarities between people 
and trees, which give us an in
sight into the care and 
developing of the human 
being.

Trees are made up of three 
parts: roots; body, which in
cludes trunk, branches and 
leaves; fruits, including its 
seeds. Now although all three 
are part of one tree, there is a 
clear distinction in each of the 
parts.

The roots are hidden 
underground, yet they provide 
most of the nu trien ts 
necessary for the tree’s sur
vival. Also, the root is the 
foundation of the tree, and the 
healthier the roots are the 
healthier the tree will be.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
FOR 

3-5 YEAR OLDS
Monday - Friday 
12:30 - 5 p.m.

Complete Educational Program 
Offered in an Open Classroom Atmosphere 

Transportation Available

Come See Us!
6 5 0 0  Newhall Rd.

3 6 6 -3 9 8 4

It’s Time For A Check-Up
That’s righti It ’s time to check your 
m ezuzah. In order that a mezuzah should 
be kosher it must be written by a qualified  
scribe on parchment. Unffortunately« many 
printed and Improperly written m ezuzahs  
have flooded the market. In addition, many 
m ezuzahs which were originally proper 
have since faded or cracked due to age or 
weather.

SO GET YOUR MEZUZAHS NOW!
Call u s  a t: (704) 360-3084

Or Writo: Lubavltch of N.C. 
esOO Nowhall Rd.

Charfotto , NC 2f , 1

The body of the tree is the 
most visible part of all three, 
and it grows with more bran
ches and leaves.

The ultimate of the tree is 
accomplished through its 
fruits, especially through the 
seeds of the fruit for only 
through the seeds can we 
guarantee the continuity of 
the species.

The same is true with peo
ple. In our lives we have three 
essential components: roots — 
faith in God is our link with 
the source of life, it exceeds 
even the intellectual, since 
faith reaches into the essence 
of our soul; body — that is the 
study of Torah, observance of 
Mitzvot, and doing good 
deeds, which takes up most of 
our time; fruits — the ultimate 
of the person is to produce 
fruits, that is, in addition to 
fulfilling all of his obligations, 
one must influence friends and 
his environment that they too 
should be good healthy trees, 
with strong roots and many 
activities, and most of all to be 
fruit bearing trees.

JI’T
Olive'S

On Tu B’Shvat it is customary 
to eat a lot of fruit. Some even 
have the custom of serving 15 
kinds of fruit, corresponding to 
the date of the month, and to the 
15 “Songs of Elevation” (Psalms 
120-134). The most desirable 
fruits are specially those fruits for 
which the Land of Israel is prais
ed, namely: olives, dates, grapes, 
figs, pomegranates. A new season
al fruit should also be eaten on 
this day for the first time in the 
year and the blessing shehe- 
chiyonu (“Who has kept us alive 
and brought us to this season”) 
pronounced over it, in addition to 
the usual blessing for fruit. 
Bokser (carob) is a fruit tradi
tionally associated with this day.

IS I TORAH TALKS
Jewish Short StoriM ...

Thought# h Poems...Holiday Laws fr Customs

Call: 366-1616

...24 hours a dsy (except Sabbath).
New message every 2 days

Reach out €r touch the wonderful rich treasures of Judaism

Sunday Special Feature... Jewish Story Time

“Torah Talks" is a program o f Lubavitch o f N.C. 6500 
N ew hall Rd.. Charlotte. N C 28211. (704)366-3984

LUBAVITCH OF NORTH CAROLINA
prcsBiits

ADULT EDUCATION - WINTER 1 9 8 6
Sunday - 8:00 p.m.

C ou p les E ven ing  — exploring Judaism as it relates to family life

Monday - 8:00 p.m.
Torah & C om m entary a study of the Bible on"the weekly portion 

with commentary and Midrash

Tuesday - 7:45 p.m.
E xploring J e w ish  E th ics — a philosophical discussion on Jewish 

ethical issues based on ‘‘Ethics of our Fathers*’ and Jewish mysticism

Wednesday - 7:45 p.m.
C h a ss id ic  P h ilo so p h y  a course in the book of Tanya

REMEMBER: It is important to study Torah every day!!!

Can you honestly say ...
“ I’ve given Judaism a fair chance?”

Can you truthfully tell yourself...
“Tve studied Torah extensively & rejected it?”

Can you sincerely claim ...
“ I know exactly what being Jewish is all about?**

Classes open to anyone interested.

A ll classes are held at Lubavitch Residence

Please feel free to call for more information.

Rabbi Yossi Groner 
at

LUBAVITCH OF NORTH CAROLINA, INC.
6500 Newhall Road • Charlotte, N. C. 28226 

(704) 366-3984


