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Thoughts From The 
Lubavitcher Rebbe

S h avu oth  — Torah from  S inai
By Rabbi Yossi Groner

During th is month we 
celebrate the auspicious holi
day of Shavuoth, the anniver
sary of our receiving the Torah 
at Mount Sinai some 3,300 
yeeirs ago.

The importance attributed 
to Sinai is very significant in 
our day and age. The Midrash 
states that the reason Sinai 
was chosen as the place where 
G-d gave the Torah to the 
Israelites, was due to the 
humility Sinai demonstrated. 
Sinai was not the tallest moun
tain, and it felt unworthy to be 
chosen for this most impor
tant event. Yet precisely for 
this feeling of humility Sinai 
was indeed selected by G-d.

Sinai has become a promi
nent symbol in Judaism. Ac
tually it is more than a sym
bol, it has become a guide in 
Jewish life.

The famous Mishnaic trac
tate of Avot begins with the 
words Moshe received Torah at 
Sinai. This is distinct from the 
common way to describe the 
event at Sined, where the world 
giving of Torah is used. As we 
say in the Shavuoth prayer 
“Zeman Matan Torahseynu” 
the time that G-d gave us the 
Torah.

The purpose of emphasizing 
tha t Moshe received the 
Torah, is to teach us the con
cept of humility. In fact 
humility becomes a key in 
understanding the inner depth 
of Torah. Chassidic teaching 
explains that a wise person is 
one underst£inding the inner 
depth of Torah. Chassidic 
teaching explsiins that a wise 
person is one who is a reci
pient, one who is in tune with 
his intellectual faculties and is 
subservient to pure Torah 
knowledge. Moshe epitomized 
pure wisdom and was humble

more than any other man on 
earth.

This humility and wisdom, 
not only enabled Moshe to 
receive the Torah, it in fact 
made Moshe the supreme 
teacher of all Israel. Supreme 
teacher Moshe insured the 
eternity of Torah by giving 
and imparting the knowledge 
with the future leaders of 
Israel.

Giving and receiving is what 
life is £ill about. When one has 
only one of these aspects, if he 
is either only a giver or only a 
receiver, then he is lacking 
completeness.

Each and every Jew is both 
a recipient and a giver. When 
he receives, he is humble, but 
when he gives, he is firm and 
resolute. We are all examples 
of Torah teaching. When it 
comes to matters of Halacha 
and observance we are humble 
to the law and firm in fulfilling 
the law to the letter. Sinai is a 
firm mountain which has both 
the quality of humility and the 
virtue of strength.

Sinai also became a symbol 
of the divinity of Torah, as 
Maimonides writes, that if one 
says on even one law of the 
oral Torah, that it is not from 
Sinai, it is to be considered as 
if he denies in the truth of the 
entire Torah. Torah M’Sinai 
thus became a criterion if one 
is a believer or not.

When we celebrate the 
festival of Shavuoth and we 
come to the synagogue with 
our children to listen to the 
reading of the Ten Command
ments which were given from 
G-d at Sinai (along with the 
rest of the Torah), we then 
reflect on the meaning of this 
very important holiday and 
strengthen ourselves in our 
faith and knowledge and 
above all in humility.

LUBAVITCH OF NORTH CAROLINA 
ANNOUNCES

THE OPENING OF REGISTRATION
FOR

GAN YELODIM PRE-SCHOOL 
AND AFTERSCHOOL 

FALL 1987 
NOW ACCEPTING 
2-5 YEAR OLDS

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL US AT

704-366-3984

Preparing for Shavuoth with Torah Study in Chabad House: (L to R) 
Louis Doctor, Richard Melenson, Dr. Gary Waldman, Rabbi Binyomin 
Weiss.

Lubavitch Preschool Celebrates 
A Successful Year

The children and teaichers of 
the Lubavitch preschool 
prepared for an exciting sum
mer with the experience of the 
Jewish summer holidays.

First came Lag B’Omer, the 
holiday that celebrates peace 
and love achieved by the 
famous students of Rabbi 
Akivah. It is also the anniver
sary of Rabbi Shimon Bar 
Yochai, author of the Zohar 
which is the first book of Kab
balah. The children con
structed a cave similar to the 
one in which Rabbi Shimon 
hid with his son from the 
Roman soldiers for thirteen 
years.

The children learned how 
nature develops in spring and 
summer. Fern Sanderson, who 
heads the secular program at 
the school, conducted severed 
science projects with the 
children through which they 
were able to have a hands-on 
experience as well. They chose 
to plant flowers and radishes 
at their special garden and 
learned about the different 
parts of these plants.

The four-year-olds have also 
advanced much in their

Children learned about the violin: 
(L) Emily Calabrese, a visitor, try
ing to help Nandi Cohen (R).

reading ability. Their recogni
tion of words in both Hebrew 
and English is remarkable. 
Both teachers, Chanie Weiss 
and Fern Sanderson, are very 
satisfied with the progress of 
the children.

As we prepared for the 
Shavuoth festival, the children 
were busy climbing their 
mountain of achievement, 
symbolic of Mount Sinai, to 
reach the summit by the end 
of the school year.

Lag B’Otner P icn ic

May 17 was a perfect day for the Lag B’Omer picnic at the Chabad 
House.

CAROLINA

Jewish Sound 
Coining To 

Charlotte Radio
An exciting new radio show 

is coming to Charlotte air
waves this June. The weekly 
musical and educational 
presentation entitled “The 
Jewish Sound” will feature 
Israeli and contemporary 
Jewish music by famous 
Jewish music by famous Jewish 
artists and personalities.

What makes it even more 
exciting is that the program is 
produced right here in the 
Carolinas by Lubavitch of 
North Carolina at the studios 
of WCOS Radio in Columbia. 
SC. The program will be aired 
regularly every Sunday morn
ing from 9:00 to 10:00 on 
WSOC-930 on your AM dial. 
The show is scheduled to start 
Sunday, June 7.

The “Jewish Sound” will 
broadc£ist the latest releases of 
Israeli and Chassidic music to 
listeners’ homes, sprinkled 
with general Jewish informa
tion. Jgike Bogan, producer of 
the Jewish Sound, explains 
that the variety of albums and 
general recordings used to pro
duce the show is excellent.

An additional feature of the 
program is the special public 
service announcements that 
inform the listening audience 
about Jewish customs and 
holidays. The PSAs are a 
Lubavitch production.

Rabbi Yossi Groner, direc
tor of Lubavitch of North 
Carolina, said: “This will give 
our local community an oppor
tunity to become familiar with 
Jewish song and thought on 
an intimate level. This is a 
show that the entire family 
will enjoy”.

Rabbi Groner explains that 
the goal of Lubavitch in the 
Carolinas is to generate more 
Jewish awareness in a positive 
and constructive way. ‘This 
media effort is part of our cam
paign to reach out to the un- 
afiliated and touch them with 
the best in Jewish program
ming.

It WM also the tine for naking
new friends: Samantha Simon (L) 
and Kara Wexler.

“Rabbi Weiss came all the way 
to Charlotte to make ‘beef
burgers’ ”! Yossi Beeri Is waiting to 
get one.

If you move to 
Australia you cannot 
get Thm Charlotte  
J0wi9h NmwB. But iff 
you move locally or 
any place within the 
U. S., you may still 
have It sent to you iff 
you let us know your 
new address beffore 
you move.

it costs us monsy evory 
tim e  •  pap er is not 
deHvorable.
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The CJM
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