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“Education Day” Declared in Honor of Rebbe’s Birthday
Governor James G. Martin 

declared March 29 as “Educa
tion Day” in the state of North 
Carolina. The proclamation 
came in honor of the birthday 
of Rabbi Menachem M. 
Schneerson, the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe Shlita, who turned 86 
on the eleventh day of the 
Hebrew month of Nissan.

The Rebbe has been calling 
for improved education in this 
country, especially in light of 
the fact that the past years 
have seen a deterioration in 
true educational values. The 
Rebbe's C£dl has been respect
ed by the U.S. Congress which 
in the past has examined this 
important issue at length.

Crucial in the outline for im
proved education are the seven 
Noachdite laws which were the 
first set of laws given to man 
to be observed universally.

In addition to Governor 
Martin’s Proclamation, there 
was a bill passed in the U.S. 
Congress declaring March 29, 
“Education Day U.S.A.” with 
a special signing ceremony by 
President Reagan at the 
White House which Rabbi 
Yossi Groner attended with a 
special delegation of the

President Reagan signing bill designating March 29 as “ Education Day USA.”

Lubavitcher Rabbis. At the 
signing, President Reagan 
said, “ It is indeed a privilege 
to mark the Rebbe's birthday 
as Education Day. Lubavitch 
is a unique organization which 
has contributed much to edu
cation in the United States.”

A grand reception was held 
on Capitol Hill attended by 
many prominent Congress
men. Also attending the recep
tion was a delegation of North 
Carolinians led  ̂by Rabbi 
Groner. Senator Jesse Helms 
(R-NC), along with several 
members of Congress, in
cluding Rep. David Price and 
Rep. Howard Coble, welcomed 
the Lubavitch delegation.
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Senator Jesse Helms speaking about his experience with Lubavitch. 
right is Seer, of Education, William J. Bennett.

Convinced All Jews Must Go to Israel 
Iranian Developer Sets Sights on Beit She*an

By Tamar Levy 
(JTA)

The most talked about person 
these days in the Jewish com
munity in Switzerland is the 
Irani carpet vendor Mordechai 
Babazadeh, who lives in 
Zurich with his wife and seven 
children. The man has an
nounced his intention of devel
oping the sleepy Israeli local
ity of Beit She’a, known as the 
place where Housing Minister 
David Levy lives.

Babazadeh intends to build 
10 hotels there, 500 villas, a 
shopping center, a synagogue, 
a playground and parks. AU 
this on 100 acres with an in
vestment of $100 million.

His Israeli architect already 
produced the plans and the 
authorities of Beit She’an 
have promised support.

Aside from this project, 
Babazadeh intends to set up a 
center for worldwide trade, a 
sort of Jewish Wall Street, in 
Givat Shmuel. Babazadeh has 
a big plot of land there. He 
says, “Why should Jewish 
businessmen go to Hong Kong 
or Tokyo to do business? Bet
ter they come to Israel.”

The rug merchant's third 
plan is to develop a vacation 
resort near Tiberias, some
thing along the lines of a 
Texas ranch with sheep and 
cowboys — only Jewish.

He is partners with his 
brother, Avraham Babazadeh, 
wd in contact with investors 
in the United States as well as 
Canada.

When asked if his plans are

not a little too ambitious, he 
says: “When Theodor Herzl 
created the Jewish state he 
was also told, ‘How could you 
dream of getting water out of 
the rocks?’ ”

Babazadeh, 47, maintains 
his office in Zurich. He is a 
religious man, who speaks 
English mingled with words in 
Hebrew and German.

His father, Mirza Babaza
deh, was murdered two years 
ago by Arab terrorists while 
praying in Istanbul’s Neve 
Shalom Synagogue. Accord
ing to the son, he was an ex
tremely wealthy man, from 
one of the most influential 
families in Iran. The family 
owned land and a private 
bank.

Before his death, he told his 
son that he should give up all 
his business affairs and con
centrate on bringing Jews to 
Israel.

Mordechai Babazadeh stu
died in London and Germany, 
where his family settled. He 
says that with the advent of 
the Khomeini Revolution, he 
felt a tragedy was awaiting 
the Jews of Iran, and so he 
helped Jews get themselves 
and their money out of Iran to 
Israel.

Babazadeh says he is sorry 
the Irani Jews were not 
treated well in Israel and that 
90 percent of them left. Now 
he hopes to bring some back to

settle in Beit She’an.
He predicts that terrible 

tragedies will happen to Jews 
who live abroad and all must 
come to Israel to be saved. He 
says every Jew must have a 
house in Israel and the govern
ment must help those who 
have no money by giving them 
land.

Babazadeh is trying to in
terest two big Swiss travel 
agencies in building hotels 
that would be self-financed for 
20 years by groups of tourists 
sent by the agents. He is aim
ing at groups from Japan and 
West Germany.

He already has signed a con
tract with Mayor Shlomo Ben- 
Lulu of Beit She’an and is 
ready to start the develop
ment project as soon as possi
ble. He is waiting for permits 
for the infrastructure, in
cluding water and electricity.

The synagogue he is build
ing wiU carry his father’s 
name. And he hopes to name 
the development itself Wonder 
City, Holy Land to remember 
the miracle that happened to 
him a year ago near Beit 
She’an.

Babazadeh was driving with 
friends when their car had an 
accident and by a miracle no 
one was hurt. He went to pray 
in the synagogue in Beit 
She’an and then decided to in
vest there in the hopes of 
creating an Eilat of the north.

HAPPY
SHAVUOTH

R USSELL’S PHOTOGRAPHY

• Studio Near Pin«vlll«. N. C. •

E. ROBIN RUSSELL

PORTRAITS 
WEDDINGS 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
COMMERCIAL

CALL:
542-8711
DAYS OR EVENINGS

Rabbi Groner and Senator Helms.

PAPER PRODUCTS WAREHOUSE.

PAPERTOWN
DISTRIBUTORS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Full Line of Paper 
and Allied Products

• No Minimums
• W e Break Cases
• Free Delivery

4426 E. Independence 
Near Sharon Amity 

568-6663
515 N. Polk 

Plneville Commerce Park 
889-5965

New and Now

Custom Printed Invitations 
for Bar/Bat Mitzvah

•  Fast Service
• Lowest Prices

LUBAVITCH PRESENTS

KOSHER WEEK
IN CHARLOHE

AT HARRIS-TEETER 
COTSWOLD SHOPPING CENTER
( Rondolph Rood — Corner of Shoron Amify)

TUESDAY, MAY 17TH - FRIDAY, MAY 20TH
Derween 11:00*2:00 and 4:00-7:00 p.m.

• Hundreds of Kosher Item s Convenienrly Disployed

• Somple Tosfy Kosher Foods

• Leorn About The Lotest A vailable Kosher Products

• Identify Kosher Symbols O n Labels

• Kosher Treats For Kids

• Kosher V ideo Presentotion

• Enter A FREE Raffle en d  Win A Kosher Cookbook

• Speciol Kosher Exhibit

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL US 
AT LUDAVITCH OF NORTH CAROLINA

(704) 366-3964
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