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The Jewish Dream
By Scott Gorelick and 
Sue Littauer

Scott Gorelick, Co- 
Chair of the Men’s 
Division, and Sue 
Littauer, Campaign 
Director of the Jewish 
Federation, have just 
returned from a United 
Jewish Communities 
Mission to the Former 
Soviet Union and to 
Israel. The ten-day trip Scott Gorelick, Misha, Masha, and Sue Littauer. 
was filled with unforget
table moments and memories that 
they plan to share with you on an 
installment basis over the next few 
months. This is their first entry.

The Jewish Dream is not about 
freshly painted houses and white 
picket fences. It’s about working 
hard to make sure there is a flour
ishing Jewish community in every 
comer of the world where there 
are Jews. We just returned from 
Kharkov (“har-kov”), the second 
largest city in the Ukraine, a city 
of 1.8 million people with 50,000 
Jews. Our mission to Kharkov was 
a “Modem Jewish Miracle” when 
you consider that Kharkov had a 
thriving Jewish community of
130.000 Jews (10% of Kharkov’s 
population) on the eve of the 
Holocaust. After the Holocaust, 
fewer than 1,000 Jews were left 
alive.

Outside of Kharkov, we visited 
a summer camp funded by JAFI, 
the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
which is funded by our federation 
dollars. As our bus pulled into the 
camp, over 150 children were 
lined up along the drive waving 
Israeli flags and singing Shalom 
Aleichem. After having just visited 
Drobitsky Yar, a memorial to the
16.000 Jews of Kharkov murdered 
by the Nazis and left in two huge 
ravines, we were stmck by the 
joyous welcome we received from 
these beautiful children. As we 
walked the death march to 
Drobitsky Yar, microphones 
echoed the names of the executed 
Jews, including children with last 
names like ours, children the ages 
of our own children, children who 
did not have the opportunity to 
attend summer camps either in 
Kharkov or at our own Camp 
Mindy.

As we stepped off the bus at 
summer camp, our spirits soared 
as we each took the hand of our 
“child for the day,” Masha with 
Scott, Misha with Sue. Our gifts to 
the kids of Polaroid photos and sil
ver magen david necklaces, keep
sakes of a very special day, pro
duced big smiles. We had no lan
guage in common, but through the 
music universal to Jews all over 
the world, we were able to com
municate as we danced and sang 
together. These children were just 
like our own children, and we con
nected with Masha and Misha on a 
very personal level. If only there 
were sufficient funds available to 
allow each child more than one 
week of camp.

Later in Israel, we would expe
rience other summer camps, one 
for Ethiopian children, and anoth
er for children in the Jerusalem 
neighborhood of Gilo. The sum
mer camp experience is really the 
same all over the world - just kids 
having fun, learning about their 
Jewish identity, developing friend
ships. As we left Misha and 
Masha, the hugs and thanks they 
gave us were so warm and so deli
cious. When we recall those hugs, 
we think about what the federation 
is able to do for Jewish children all 
over the world. This is part of the 
Jewish Dream, for which we will 
work fervently to insure that it 
reaches every Jewish child in 
every comer of the world. 0

2002 Women’s Cabinet 
Formed
Alison Lerner to Serve 2nd Term as 
Women’s Division President

As the summer comes to a 
close, the Women’s Cabinet is 
already meeting to plan activ
ities for the upcoming year.
Joining Alison Lerner this 
year on the Women’s Cabinet 
is Lynne Sheffer and Mami 
Abramowitz, Women’s 
Campaign Co-Chairs, Marcie 
Kelso and Donna Lerner,
Jewish Women’s Network 
Co-Chairs, and Wendy 
Petricoff and Risa Miller,
Shalom Y’all Newcomer 
Committee Co-Chairs. “I think we 
have put together an excellent 
team to work on the 2002 
Women’s Division,” said Ms.
Lerner. “We have broadened our 
base of involvement within all 
committees to include a diverse 
group of women from different 
areas of the community.”

The mission of the Women’s 
Division is to create a community 
of Jewish women who are dedicat
ed to education and to meeting the 
needs of Jews here and abroad.
This year we hope to create pro
grams that will interest a broad 
segment of women in the commu
nity and reach out to those who

HOUSE FORSALE
6222 Creola Road

Walk to the JCC! Brick ranch, 
3BR, 2 1/2 bath, with office/study. 
Master suite. Hardwood floors, 9 
& 10 ft. ceilings, bonus room over 
2 car garage. Security system. 
Built in 1997. Don't miss! 
$359,900. If interested, Anne 
Washington/ Helen Adams Realty. 
704-895-0895

Alison Lerner, Lynne Sheffer, and Donna 
Lerner.

have not been previously 
involved.

This fall, the Women’s Division 
will continue to deliver 
Newcomers bags to new families 
in our Jewish community. A new 
Shalom Y’all brochure will be an 
added addition to our bags. And 
once again, look for the 4th annu
al spring lecture in March of 2002.

To get involved in any of these 
activities, for more information, or 
if you are interested in being a part 
of the Women’s Division, please 
contact Mamie Moskowitz, 
Director of Program Development 
(email: mmoskowitz@shalom-
charlotte.org or phone 704-944- 
6764).
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ANN LANGMAN
“Serving your real estate needs 

since 1972”
Multi Million Dollar Producer

6618 Fairview Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28210

704-364-6400 (0) 
704-364-1691 (H)
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■ Individual Life, Disability & Health Insurance 

' Long Term Care Insurance 

' Group Medical, Life & Retirement Programs 

' Estate & Personal Financial Planning 

' Voluntary Employee Benefit Programs

Keith Greenspon Stan Greenspon
125 Cottage Place

Phone:704-376-7434 Fax: 704-342-3855
visit us at www.greensponinsurance.com
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As Rewarding To Buy As They Are To Drive,

Polished wood interior. Available 

buttery leather trim. Marvels of 

engineering throughout. In short, 
we build every Lexus automobile 

to uncompromising levels of luxury. 
Including every attempt to make 

certain that even your wallet is 

well padded. Visit Hendrick Lexus 

today for a test-drive.

HENDRICK
/.hendricklexus.com #1 Selling Luxury Vehicles In The United States

6025 East Independence Blvd Charlotte, NC • 704-568-4122 ■ Sales Hours M-F 830am-TOpm, Sal aSOam-500pm • Service HoursM-F ®0am700pm, Sal 800am-5.00pm
©2000 Lexus, a Division ol Toyota Motor Sates. U.S.A.. Inc. Lexus reminds you to wear seatbelts, secure children in the rear seat, obey ell speed laws and drive responsibly.

http://www.greensponinsurance.com

