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Chanukah at Phillips Place Ohr HaTorah to Mail New Brochure to
It has become an annual tradi

tion to usher in the Chanukah hol
iday with a public outdoor 
Menorah-lighting ceremony at 
one the more prominent locations 
in Charlotte. In recent years, 
Lubavitch of North Carolina has 
sponsored the communal lighting 
at malls and shopping centers. 
This year the Menorah lighting 
will be held at Phillips Place in the 
courtyard on Sunday, December 9, 
at 5:00 PM.

As an added attraction to the 
main lighting of a giant-sized 
Menorah, a full-sized Menorah 
will be sculpted from ice on site 
and lit in honor of the holiday. 
There will be refreshments and 
delicious Chanukah doughnuts for 
all who participate in this exciting 
Chanukah evening. The event is 
free of charge.

“The reason for the public cere
mony is to publicize the miracle of 
Chanukah,” said Rabbi Yossi 
Groner. “Especially in these days 
of doubt and confusion, it is nec
essary to bring the light of 
Chanukah to the world. Just as in 
those days God helped the 
Macabees overcome the evil 
enemy, so today we pray that God 
should help the good triumph over 
evil.” Everyone in the community 
is invited to this special lighting 
ceremony.

On the last night of Chanukah, 
friends and members of Ohr 
HaTorah will gather for their 
annual Chanukah social with a 
special fun activity that involves 
the entire family. For more 
information, please call 704-366- 
3984.

Entire Jewish Community

Panel to Present Program 
on Kindergarten Readiness

On December 6, 7:30 PM, a 
panel of professionals will be at 
The Jewish Preschool on Sardis to 
present a program for parents on 
the topic of kindergarten readi
ness. The panel will consist of JPS 
Director Mrs. Fern Sanderson, 
Director of the Jewish Day School 
Mrs. Mariashi Groner, Child 
Psychologist Dr. Charles Kaplan, 
and TK teacher Mrs. Wanda 
Huntley. The evening was inspired 
by a conference with the Gesell 
Institute of Human Development 
that Mrs. Sanderson, and Mrs. 
Groner attended last summer. The 
Gesell Institute, for almost one 
hundred years, has set a standard 
in benchmarks for children’s

Annual Meeting Affirms 
Board at Ohr HaTorah

Congregation Ohr HaTorah 
affirmed its lay leadership at the 
annual congregational meeting 
held an October 21. The current 
Board of Directors includes: 
Michael Molinari, President; 
David Cantor, Vice President; Eric 
Laxer, Secretary; Phyllis 
Kerendian, Lisa Shporer, Selwyn 
Spangenthal, and Ellis Tavin.

The meeting, which began with 
a D’var Torah delivered by Rabbi 
Yossi Groner, dealt with expanded 
membership and new educational 
programs planned for the coming 
year. It also gave members an 
opportunity to review the progress 
of the “new” congregation and its 
impact on the community.

Congregation Ohr HaTorah has 
structured its mode of operation to 
be user-friendly to members and 
visiting guests. From the very 
beginning of its formation, Ohr 
HaTorah has aimed to be inclusive 
by involving all its 
members in the plan
ning and decision- 
ma^ng of the syna
gogue.

One of the suc
cessful means of 
involving the mem
bership is by direct 
communication. This 
involves regular
email updates and 
the popular monthly 
breakfasts during
which the president 
of the board briefs 
the membership. Most major 
issues that need congregational 
input are brought by the board for

As a way of introducing itself 
as the welcoming Orthodox syna
gogue in Charlotte, Congregation 
Ohr HaTorah will send out a 
newly published brochure to the 
entire Jewish community.

The brochure is tastefully 
designed with bright colors and 
beautiful photos and describes the 
unique attraction of Ohr HaTorah 
to the traditional or observant 
family in Charlotte.

There is also a section for the 
relocating family who might be 
inquiring about Orthodox oppor

tunities in Charlotte. The brochure 
is- in response to many inquiries, 
both from local and out-of-state 
people who want to know more 
about the congregation.

The purpose of mailing this 
brochure to the community is to 
inform the wider Jewish commu
nity of the fact that there is an 
Orthodox synagogue in Charlotte 
and to let people know of the via
bility of this “newest” congrega
tion.

Dr. Judy Laxer and Dr. Linwood 
Long, Dr. Selwyn Spangenthal,
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Drs. Ellis and Ellen Tavin, and Dr. 
Gary Waldman sponsored the pro
duction of the brochure.

Congregation Ohr HaTorah has 
daily morning and evening ser
vices. Morning services begin at 
6:30 AM, evening services at 6:30 
PM, Sunday morning at 8:30 AM, 
and Shabbat morning at 10:00 
AM. Ohr HaTorah is a project of 
Lubavitch of North Carolina. ^

Old Glory on Parade at the Jewish 
Preschool on Sardis

physical growth, language devel
opment, socialization, and overall 
adaptive behavior. It encourages 
adults to take a developmental 
point of view when it comes to 
placing children in the right class
room. Charles Kaplan, PhD., who 
has administrated learning assess
ments, will bring a psychological 
point of view to the mix. Mrs. 
Huntley, who observes and teach
es children daily in her 
Transitional Kindergarten class, 
will offer practical knowledge. 
Parents who are interested in 
learning how to observe and 
assess their children’s readiness 
for kindergarten are strongly 
encouraged to come. 4*

Just days after Simchat Torah, the preschoolers 
at The Jewish Preschool on Sardis had a different 
kind of parade. This one was patriotic, organized as 
a natural culmination of the children’s recent focus 
on America. The children looked adorable in red, 
white, and blue clothes. They waved hand-made 
streamers and flags. They clapped to Yankee 
Doodle music and played the triangle, cymbals, 
and bells. Teachers and children marched proudly 
around the parking lot, then lined up to say The 
Pledge of Allegiance. It was a fun was for children 

to join together as one
community and cheer 
for their country, just 
as they have been 
doing in their class
rooms for days.

Inside each room, 
- easels have individual 
renderings of Old 
Glory, in brush strokes 
and tiny finger strokes. 
Red, white, and blue 
streamers hang around 
doorways. The 4s 
salute America with 
construction paper 
handprints in the shape

of an enormous flag. 
And outside the 
preschool, at the car- 
pool line, there is a col
lage made by the whole 
preschool of red, white, 
and blue paint. Of all 
the creative ways in 
which the children have 
been patriotic, the most 
moving may be the 

tzedakah collection they have made for children of 
Afghanistan, in response to the President’s call for 
children’s dollar bills. True to form. The Jewish 
Preschool on Sardis has responded to recent events 
in loving, creative, and fun ways that are appropri
ate for children. 4*

a membership vote.
Michael Molinari thanked the 

various committees who have 
helped develop the programs at 
the synagogue to such a successful 
level. Phyllis Kerendian was

President Michael Molinari and 
Board Member Selwyn Spangenthal.

praised for heading the Kiddush 
committee. The Shabbat Kiddush 
luncheons have become the social 
event of the week. The food pre-

People socializing at the Annual Meeting breakfast.

sentation and quality has risen to 
an exceptional level since Phyllis 
took the leadership of this com

mittee.
There is a unique sense of fam

ily when congregants meet togeth
er after the Shabbat morning ser
vice. The Kiddush is structured to 
have everyone sit together and 
socialize while enjoying delicious 
Shabbat food, or to listen to some 
of the volunteer speakers who 
entertain and inform the audience 
with their wit and knowledge. 
Members and friends of Ohr 
HaTorah typically sponsor the 
Kiddush luncheons in honor of 
important events or to celebrate 
birthdays and other happy occa
sions.

The new and improved Junior 
Congregation program at Ohr 
HaTorah was praised for its value 
and ability to give the children a 
genuine sense of the Shabbat. 
Chaya Fuss, recently arrived from 
New York, has taken charge of the 
program and is off and running 

with it, to the delight of 
the juniors and especial
ly the parents.

Another recent addi
tion to Ohr HaTorah pro
gramming is a weekly 
beginners’ class in 
understanding the siddur 
and its prayers. The class 
is geared to women who 
want to expand their 
knowledge of the 
prayers and related cus
toms.

There was much 
enthusiasm at the meet

ing for future growth and even 
more synagogue and educational 
programming. 4*

Confucius say “if you save date now, you will fiavegood
r I ... I , , (IjpJlpfortune later.” (and an easier time finding a baby sitter!)

Sunday, January 20, 2002 
7:30 PM

SILENT AUCTION
COCKTAILS • DINNER - MUSIC 

AH proceeds to benefit the Jewish Preschool on Sardis

KOSHER MART &DEU
Amity Gardens Shopping Center z'

^ A n H Independence Blvd '
704-563-8288

Road Construction on Independence Blvd. Starting Soon. 

Gift Certificates Available $25, $50, $75 and $100

BATAMPTE
PICKLES

QT. - REG. $.1.59

NOW *2^’
GOLDEN POTATO 

LATKES
REG. $2.99

NOW *2^^

INTERNATIONAL 
BEEF FRANKS

EB. - REG. $4.99

NOW
BARNEY’S 

HORS D’OEUVRES
REG. $3.99

NOW ^3^'*

CHANUKAH
CANDLES

990
CHALLAH ROLLS 

BAKED IN NY
1/2 DOZ. - REG. $2.99

NOW *2^*’

Available by Special Order from Smokehouse in New York 
Lox • Whitefish • Kippered Salmon • Sable

Wide assortment of fine wines

Strictly Kosher meats, poultry, delicatessen and groceries. 
Challahs & Assorted Cakes from New York

Sandwiches to eat in or take out.
Corned Beef, Pastrami, Turkey, Salami, Franks

Hours: Sun 10-3:30 • M-W10-6 • Th 10-7 • Fri 10-3 • Closed Sat.


