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Hebrew Cemetery Association
By Lorrie Klemons, Publicity

In Judaism, burying the dead is 
an important ritual surrounded by 
requirements and customs that are 
designed to honor the dead, kavod 
ha-meit. The funeral is a supreme 
apt of loving kindness. The 
deceased cannot repay you.

The first thing you should do 
immediately when somebody dies 
is to notify your synagogue. If you

do not belong to one, any 
Charlotte rabbi will guide you 
through the process. You will most 
likely meet with the rabbi or can­
tor and he or she will explain the 
ritual steps in Jewish funerals and 
the reasons for them. At that meet­
ing, he or she will also ask you 
what rituals you would like to fol­
low. Different clergy may demand 
the following of certain rituals that
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they deem to be halachic, or 
according to Jewish law, and 
therefore, not negotiable. You will 
need to be prepared to give the 
rabbi/cantor information about the 
deceased, a brief family history, 
and any anecdotes that you care to 
share that will enable the officiat­
ing clergy to adequately eulogize 
your loved one.

Soon after meeting with the 
clergy, the mourning family will 
need to meet with the funeral

home staff to arrange for the 
funeral. Funeral services may be 
held at the synagogue, the funeral 
home, or graveside. The services 
provided by the funeral home may 
include retrieving the body from 
the deathbed; offering a choice of 
casket; transporting the body, and 
sometimes the family, to the place 
of funeral service; organizing the 
logistics of the burial; and assist­
ing in the conduct of the funeral 
itself.

The Jewish community of 
Charlotte has developed a close 
working relationship with the 
Harry and Bryant Funeral Home 
on Providence Rd which gracious­
ly accommodates our Jewish ritu­
als of Tahara and Shomer. Tahara 
is the ritual cleansing or purifica­
tion of the body, and includes 
dressing the body in traditional 
burial shrouds and placing the 
body in the kosher casket. Shomer 
is the tradition of guarding the

body until the time of burial.
Judaism considers the body to 

be the abode of the soul. As such, 
it is respected and guarded even 
after the soul has departed. For 
those readers who are unaware, 
there is a dedicated group of 
Jewish volunteers from Temple 
Israel here in Charlotte who regu­
larly perform Tahara and Shomer 
for any Jew who dies in our city. 
In quiet and humble anonymity 
they perform these acts of loving 
kindness.

Join your Hebrew Cemetery 
Association today. For more infor­
mation about membership bene­
fits, graves, interfaith or cremata 
areas, prepaid funeral costs, or 
endowment donations, call 
Cemetery Director Joe Kodsi at 
704-364-4112 or 704-576-1859. 
Visit the website of the Hebrew 
Cemetery Association of 
Charlotte at www.hebrewceme- 
tery.org.
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years, the assets increased to more 
than $12 million. Two years later 
there was an increase to $22 mil­
lion and as of the end of the 2006 
fiscal year total assets under man­
agement were in excess of $32 
million.

I know that Don Bernstein and 
others realize that the community 
continues to grow and with it the

needs to provide for future gener­
ations. The FCJC’s mission to 
advance philanthropy through 
education and to raise permanent 
charitable resources to improve 
and strengthen the quality of 
Jewish life is as important now as 
it was ten years ago. A wonderful 
Jewish community prospers here 
in Charlotte but it will require

continued investment in the future 
to sustain it. 4*

Phil Warshauer is the Director 
for Planned Giving for the 
Foundation for the Charlotte 
Jewish Community. For more 
information or any questions, con­
tact Phil at 704-973-4544 or 
pwarshauer@Jftc. org.
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Robin Husney, Broker/Realtor *

Swimmer Insurance Agency

Allstate Insurance - Howard Epstein 
Bill Gallagher’s Superior School of Real Estate 
CENTURY 21 Bowden Realty - David Keeling 
Coldwell Banker United - Barbara Rosenfeld 

Douglas Kent Gentile, CPA 
HM Properties - Kelly Frenzel 

The Matthews Group, LLC 
Music Together 

Paula Caron Photography 
Queenstowne Realty - Marshall Rosenfeld 

ReMax Executive Realty - Steve Lepow

% De^ees Salon 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ahadi 
AE Designs 
Akropolis Cafe at 

Arboretum 
Marcia Alleyne 
Amber Grains 
America s Pizza Company, 

LLC
Amy Manson Pottery 
Ann Crittenden Hallmark 
B. D. Jeffries 
BA Mitsic
Bentleys Restaurant on 27 
Brixx Pizza 
Brownlee Jewelers 
Cajun Queen 
Capital Grille 
Carmel Day Spa and Salon 

• Irma Katsanos, Yann 
Ki, Rita Markham,
Tommy Ngo, and Shohreh 
Rafie

Carolina Golf Club 
Carvel
Cerwin Clinic of 

Chiropractic 
Charlotte at Play 
Charlotte Running 

Company 
Charlotte Yoga 
The Charlotte Jewish 

Preschool
Common Market Deli 
Crayon Creations 
Creative Basket Company 
Dancing Pearl Jewelry - 

Brenda Leiker 
Dazzle
Dean ‘n Deluca 
Jennifer DeRycker 
Diamonds Direct 
Discovered Traditions 
Dixie Homecrafters / Gutter 

Guardian.

Doolittle's
Dr. Michelle Morrison - 

South Charlotte 
Chiropractic

David and Ruthanne Effren 
Entertainment Publications 
Fast Frame 
Folger A utomotive 
Fox and Hound 

Smokehouse & Tavern 
Frame Warehouse 
Franklin Covey 
Mr & Mrs. Elliott Gartner 
Gleiberman's Kosher Mart 

& Restaurant 
Judy Goldman 
GolfTec 
H&RBlock 
Hair Cuttery 
Hampton Inn & Suites 
Harris Teeter 
Hendrick Acura - David 

Rosenbaum 
Hickory Tavern 
I. C. London 
IMB Family Martial Arts 

Center 
Izzy’s Cafe 
Jackson's Emporium 
JCC Fitness Center 
Jewelology 
Jo Jo China Bistro 
Johnson & Wales 

University 
Alyson Kalik 
Katz New York Deli 
Lauri Kaufman 
Meanu and Heni Kayae 
Kindermusik of Charlotte 
Jeff and Carol Klein 
Ms. Amy Githmark A Ms. 

Sharon Klein
Kokoro Japanese Kitchen A 

Si/shi Bar 
Traev Komito

Law Office of Julia 
Childress Khaled, PC 

Le Peep
Learning Express 
Levine Jewish Community 

Center
Little Dreamers 
The Little Gym 
LMK Custom Jewelry 

Creations 
Lollipop Papers 
Lowe’s Foods 
Maddi s Gallery South 
Malak Jewelers 
Mama Ricotta s 
Manhattan Bagel 
Mann Travel and Walt 

Disney Travel Company 
Mario's Pizza 
Massage Envy 
Microsoft 
The Milky Way 
Mary Miller 
Miller Street Dance 

Academy
The Mint Museums 
Montaldo's 
Elaine Moody 
My Gym 
Nail Spa
The Natural Marketplace 
Noah s Art 
Nothing But Noodles 
Nova’s Bakery 
Open Door Studios 
Ms. Barbara Osborn 
Partyland 
Patou
Pennsylvania Wood 
Phil n Tony’s 
Phil’s Deli 
Shawn Pittman 
JCC Fitness Center 
PJS Enterprises. Inc. 
Planet 21 Salon

Preferred Chiropractic 
Center, PC.

PRP Wine International 
Inc.

Radiance Medspa 
Robert Lloyd Dentistry 
Mr. A Mrs. Marcos 

Rosenberg 
Paul and Joy Rousso 
Gina Russak 
Scott Allred
Sharon Luggage A Gifts 
Shoe-In at Stonecrest 
Shower Me With Love 
Ms. Linda Neidich-Hoffman 

and Ms. Susan Shure 
Dr. A Mrs. Wayne Siegel 
Simply Sweet 
Skillbeck Gallery 
Something Classic Cafe 
Sterling
Stratos Restaurant Group 
Switchin’ Kitchens 
Talley's Green Grocery 
Tamara D. Leicester 

Interior Design, 
Technicuts - April Hicks 
Temple Beth El Religious 

School
Temple Israel Religious 

School
Brenda Terrell 
Tomi Restaurant 
Ultimate Bicycle 
Upstream 
Via Veneto
The Westin St. Francis 
The Westin Charlotte 
Weyandt’s Gymnastics 
Zapata's Cantina Mexican 

Restaurant 
Zebra Restaurant
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