
By Amy Krakovitz
Murray Simon laughs when it’s

suggested that the way he and wife
Linda make their jewelry mirrors
the very definition of a good mar-
riage. But it’s a quiet, thoughtful
laugh and the listener can tell he
agrees.

Linda and Murray Simon make
fine handmade jewelry, and they
will be among the featured artists
at the Charlotte Fine Art Show at
the Merchandise Mart on October
24 and 25.

After 45 years of marriage, this
is a partnership that came natural-
ly to them, but they haven’t
always been artists. Murray was a
dentist in Charlotte for many
years. “I was used to grinding and
making interesting designs from
hard materials,” he jokes. Now,
instead of teeth, he grinds and
designs semi-precious stones — a
skill known as cabochon. And
Linda was a fabric designer and
operated a drapery workshop for
interior decorators. Her transition

from fine fabrics to fine metals
was smooth and natural.

Murray either digs for stones
locally or in Georgia, or orders
them from Mexico, South Africa,
Madagascar, Australia, and the
Pacific Northwest. Then he cuts,
shapes, and polishes the stones to
a lustrous shine, bringing out their
natural colors and shape, and
exposing the interior beauty.
Linda then “uses the stone as her
inspiration” to turn them into pen-
dants, bracelets, or rings, using

fine sterling silver or gold-filled
wire.

“I have a sort of Art Deco flair,”
she explains, “and I like mixing
gold and silver in a single setting.”

The idea that Murray’s cre-
ations inspire her and then she cre-
ates a setting that completes the
piece is what appears to be a
metaphor for a good, strong mar-
riage. “And,” Murray adds, “we
are exclusive to one another.”

Both the Simons feel strongly
about appearing only in shows that
are juried, as they tend to feature
more fine art and less craft. In fact,
they are applying to the
Smithsonian Show for the second
time this year. “We were in the top
25 rejects,” jokes Linda. The
Smithsonian invited them to reap-
ply this year.

Other Jewish artists appearing
at the Charlotte Fine Arts show are
Lisa Aronzon, a glass artist from
Virginia; Ken Hoff, a metal sculp-
tor from Georgia, and Jo Ann
Page, a leather crafter from
California.

The Charlotte Fine Arts Show
runs October 24 and 25 at the
Merchandise Mart on Independence
Blvd., from 10 AM-5 PM. Tickets
are $5. Y
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After one year in 
Charlotte, come celebrate 
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our 100th
,

y anniversary.h

Although we’ve been at our South Park location
since late 2008, our family-run business can trace 

its beginnings to 1910 in Newark, New Jersey.

Directions

5950 Fairview Road, Suite 12
704.552.6010

www.southparkjewelers.com
Open Tues.-Fri., or by appointment

After 100 years, we’re still the maven haven.Come celebrate with us by redeeming the coupon above 
for 25% off our entire inventory of  wholesale priced 
fine jewelry and diamonds.

And don’t forget, we also buy gold at the highest prices 
paid and provide expert jewelry and watch repair.

OFF
ENTIRE

 INVENTOR
  Expiration date: 12/31

Local Jewish Artists to Exhibit at
Charlotte Fine Arts Show

One of the many pendants the Simons
craft. Murray grinds the stones and
Linda creates the setting.

A bracelet of semi-precious stones
crafted by the husband and wife team
of Murray and Linda Simon.

Candidates’

Forum

Sponsored by the Men’s
Clubs of Temple Israel

and Temple Beth El

October 18, 9 AM at

Temple Israel

Featuring the winners

of the primary elections

for all city-wide 

positions.

Moderated by Moira

Quinn Klein.

$2 admission for temple

members includes bagels

and coffee

Please RSVP to Ben

Aizenman at baizen-

man@aol.com.




