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Hebrew Cemetery Association
By Lorrie Klemons, publicity 

It is December, the Jewish 
month of Kislev. From the first 
candle lit on December 20 through 
December 28, Jews all over the 
world will rejoice in the holiday of 
Chanukah. During this holiday we 
celebrate another triumph in our 
history when the small band of 
Maccabees defeated yet another

enemy in their quest to destroy us.
We have survived so many ene

mies that have sought to destroy 
us as a people, as a religion, as a 
culture. When these enemies 
weren’t out to destroy us physical
ly, they were out to destroy us 
spiritually, attempting to wrench 
us from our history and traditions 
that make us the unique people
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that we are. The priee for the reli
gious freedoms we enjoy has been 
eostly. Millions upon millions of 
our aneestral brethren died in the 
name of that freedom, in the name 
of God.

There is a reason that Jews have 
survived for more than 3,300 
years. We are humanity. We light 
the sparks for holiness and right
eousness all over the world. 
Wherever there are Jews, there are 
mitzvot that make the world a 
holier plaee. Every time you light 
a eandle on Shabbat or other 
Jewish festival, every time you do 
a righteous deed, every time you 
give eharity, every time you pray, 
every time you put on tefillin, 
every time you do a random aet of 
kindness, every time you feed the 
stranger, you are spreading God’s 
holiness and you beeome a light 
unto the world.

During this festive holiday 
where we eommemorate our sur
vival and the miraele of the lights, 
you have a ehanee to beeome your 
own miraele of the “light.” You 
have a ehanee to light up the world 
here in Charlotte by beeoming a 
member of the Charlotte Hebrew 
Cemetery. With the death of a 
loved one eomes the deepest dark
ness, but you ean light up that 
darkness for your fellow Jews here 
in Charlotte by guaranteeing their 
departed loved ones a eonseerated 
and holy final resting plaee. If you 
are not yet a member of the 
Hebrew Cemetery Assoeiation, we 
invite you to purehase a tax- 
deduetible $72 membership for 
your family as part of your family 
Chanukah gift-giving. By doing 
so, you support the work of the 
Cemetery Assoeiation in its quest 
to dignify and honor those who 
preeeded the rest of us in eternal 
slumber within the womb of 
Mother Earth. And in doing so, 
you also guarantee for yourself 
and your family your own saered 
spaee when those end of life issues 
eome knoeking at your door.

For more information about the 
Steinberger Funeral Assistanee 
Fund whieh helps to fund burials 
for the indigent in our eommunity, 
membership benefits, graves, pre
paid funeral eosts, endowments, 
and/or ineluding the eemetery in 
your estate planning, eontaet 
Cemetery Direetor, Sandra 
Goldman at 704-576-1859 or 704- 
944-6854 or direetor@hebrew- 
eemetery.org. Visit the eemetery 
website at www.hebreweeme- 
tery.org or just eome visit the 
eemetery for a personal tour. ^
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Sandra «& Leon Levine 
JCC Maccabi Games 
Award Winners

Barry Schumer, award winner 
Alex Comisar, and his dad, Dan 
Comisar.

The Sandra & Leon Levine 
JCC’s Sports and Fitness 
Department is very pleased to 
announee the 2011 JCC Maeeabi 
Games award winners, presented 
this year during the annual Team 
Charlotte’s reunion party on 
September 18.

The entire 2011 Charlotte 
Delegation reeeived the Harold 
Josephson Award 
this year for 
“surviving the 
train trip” to and 
from the JCC 
Maeeabi Games 
in Philadelphia.
The award ree- 
ognized that eaeh 
member of the 
delegation had to 
endure the very 
early morning 
10-hour train
ride up to Philly, 
and the even 
longer 12-hour 
train ride baek to 
Charlotte at the eonelusion of the 
long week. This leadership award,
established in 1998 at the JCC _
Maeeabi Games hosted in 
Charlotte and named in mem
ory of an outstanding leader 
and gentleman from our 
Charlotte Jewish eommunity, 
is presented annually to a 
member or members of the 
Charlotte JCC Maeeabi 
Games delegation who 
demonstrates tremendous for
titude despite adversity and 
who displays the perseveranee 
to aehieve goals that appear 
unattainable. Reeent previous 
winners of this award have inelud- 
ed: Adam Levinson, Alex Widis, 
Andrew Fishkin, Matt Baron, 
Sammy Brown, David Plans, Reid 
Worrel, Mariah Bemanke, Carly 
Coben, Raehel Dennenberg, Sarah 
Fellman, Raehel Hall, Kelsey 
Jervis, Sarah Klein, Lydia Safir, 
Talia Stier, Jenny Swerdlow, and 
Melanie Zimmerman.

For the ninth eonseeutive year, 
a newer award for the JCC 
Maeeabi Games program in 
Charlotte was also presented. 
Named in memory of Amy Beth 
Rosenberg, former Assoeiate

Direetor of the JCC Maeeabi 
Games who very sadly and very 
suddenly passed away in the 
spring of 2003 at the age of 36 and 
who was one of the key eontinen- 
tal staff insuring the sueeess of the 
JCC Maeeabi Games for many 
previous years, the award is pre
sented annually to a member or 
members of the Charlotte JCC 

Maeeabi Games del
egation who displays 
“extra ordinary” 
behavior while par- 
tieipating at the 
annual JCC Maeeabi 
Games. The winner 
of this award is Alex 
Comisar, who exhib
ited exeellent physi- 
eal skills, mental 
mateh toughness and 
exeeution and exem
plary sportsmanship 
during all of his very 
eompetitive tennis 
matehes. Alex is a 
9th grader at 

Providenee Day Sehool where he 
will be trying out for the varsity

The entire 2011 Charlotte Maccabi Games 
Delegation.

tennis team this spring. Alex has 
been playing tennis for six years 
and has a top 50 eurrent state rank
ing in Boys 14u tennis. Alex 
moved to Charlotte when he was 
three months old, and is the son of 
Cheryl and Dan Comisar. He now 
joins reeent previous Rosenberg 
award winners Brooks Coreoran, 
Sarah Platoek, Max Wasser, Kyle 
Worrel, and Aaron Whetstone.

Congratulations to Alex and the 
entire 2011 Charlotte delegation 
for their aeeomplishments in earn
ing these well deserved and presti
gious honors. ^

Levine-Sklut 
Judaic Library 

and Resource Center
Chanukah Kits

Baek by popular demand, the 
Library will be offering 
Chanukah kits again this year. 
The kits will provide material for 
individuals to go into the eommu
nity (workplaee, sehool, soeial 
group, ete.) and be able to teaeh 
about the holidays. The kits 
inelude a menorah, eandles, 
books, edueational materials.

For a nominal fee we have gelt 
and dreidels available for you. We

also have a large seleetion of 
Chanukah books. Come and see 
for yourself ^
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