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Camp SOAR 2014
By Diana Ades

“Let me win. But if I eannot 
win, let me be brave in the at­
tempt.” That is what all Speeial 
Olympians strive for whether at 
individual games or at Camp Soar 
(Speeial Olympies Athletie Re­
treat).

For the last 14 summers, Camp 
Soar has offered a free eamp pro­
gram to speeial needs individuals, 
ages 10-70 years. The main pur­
pose of eamp is to transforms 
lives, eneourage leadership, and 
build athletie skills and sports­
manship.

The mission of Speeial 
Olympies is to provide year-round 
sports training and athletie eom- 
petition in a variety of Olympie- 
type sports for ehildren and adults 
with intelleetual disabilities. Spe­
eial Olympies was looking for a 
something to fill a void for laek of 
summer programming.

In 2001, Bob Bowler and Barry 
Sehumer deeided to start a eamp 
to fill this void of summer pro­
gramming. With their hard work 
and determination. Camp Soar 
was ereated and has been going 
strong ever sinee.

With the generosity of the 
Levine JCC, area businesses sueh 
as the Compass Group, individual 
donations, and 400 volunteers do­
nating their time, 350+ eampers

were able to partieipate in 
the eamp this past June.

It takes these donations, 
an average of 380 volun­
teers, a dedieated steering 
eommittee, and the staff at 
the LJCC and Shalom Park 
Foundation to eontinue 
Bob’s and Barry’s dream.

Campers spend eaeh 
day partieipating in sport 
aetivities sueh as, tennis, 
basketball, yoga, volley­
ball, fitness, and soeeer. In 
addition, eampers go bowling, 
play bingo and on the final day, 
they have a huge danee party that 
would put Studio54 to shame.

Bob Bowler is able to bring in 
many loeal sports eelebrities from 
the Panthers and Flomets and even 
some retired athletes. Paul Silas, 
David Thompson, Muggsy 
Bogues, and Matt Carroll stopped 
by throughout the week to meet 
the eampers, give some sport ad- 
viee, and let the eampers know 
how mueh they admire eaeh and 
every one of them.

They even bring their team 
maseots to meet the eampers and 
have some fun.

One of the eamper’s favorite 
parts of the Camp is the arts and 
erafts led by Eileen Sehwartz. The 
eampers always partieipate in art 
projeets that ineorporate eommu-

Campers at Camp SOAR play games as well as sports.

nity outreaeh.
This year, the Camp Soar ath­

letes partieipated in the wonderful 
LJCC Butterfly Projeet. The proj- 
eet is meant to memorialize the 
1.5 million Jewish youth who per­
ished during the Holoeaust and to 
help eombat anti-Semitism, indif- 
ferenee, and Holoeaust denial 
through edueational workshops 
that personalize the history for 
eaeh partieipant. The goal of the 
projeet is to ereate 1.5 million ee- 
ramie butterflies, worldwide.

Soar eampers partieipated in 
this amazing projeet and learned 
about the Holoeaust. Eaeh eamper 
painted a beautiful butterfly whieh 
will be added to the seulpture.

Within the volunteer program 
of Camp Soar, there is a leader­
ship program for the volunteers. 
Eaeh year a stand-out volunteer is 
reeognized for their hard work.

passion and enthusiasm 
and reeeives the Viekie 
Bowler Volunteer of the 
Year award. This award is 
named in honor of Viekie 
Bowler, Bob Bowler’s 
beloved daughter. Viekie 
shared her father’s passion 
for Camp Soar and partiei­
pated eaeh year. She was 
loved by all.

This year, Graeie Flana­
gan, reeeived the award. 
Compass Food Group, 
whieh has donated lunehes 

for Camp Soar sinee the begin­
ning, sponsors this award and gen­
erously gives a $100 gift 
eertifieate to the hard working 
volunteer.

The Viekie Bowler Volunteer 
of the Year Award is proudly on 
display in the LJCC membership 
offiee.

Camp Soar relies on the Char­
lotte press and TV stations to let 
the eommunity know about this 
wonderful program. Camp Soar 
has been featured in numerous 
print and broadeast press and 
news releases. Aeeording to 
Media Coordinator, A1 Tinson, the 
press eovers the “eampers eapa- 
bilities rather than their disabili­
ties.”

Camp Soar’s 350+ eampers are 
some of the bravest people you 
will ever meet. I believe eaeh and 
every one of us ean learn some­
thing from these brave athletes.

Next summers’ eamp will take 
plaee June 15-19, 2015. If you 
would like to be involved with 
Camp Soar in any eapaeity, please 
eontaet Bob Bowler 704-364- 
5032 or Stephanie Gamer 704- 
944-6743. ^

Value-Added Programming Highlights 
FallFlicks Series
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The last few years, the Char­
lotte Jewish Film Festival (CJFF) 
has been inereasing its value- 
added programming to go along 
with its outstanding film presenta­
tions. And this year, for its inau­
gural FallFlieks event that it’s 
eo-presenting with The Levine 
Skint Judaie Library (LSJL), there 
are a number of attraetive value- 
adds seheduled to enhanee the 
film-going experienee.

The first film of the series. The 
Sturgeon Queens, serves up some 
good, old fashioned Jewish val­
ues.. .and mouth- watering mem­
ories. Before the film, bruneh is 
being offered ineluding all the tra­
ditional Jewish fare. While nosh­
ing, Viva Klezmer will entertain 
with some live Jewish Klezmer 
musie. Don’t miss this opportu­

nity for a heartwarming (and ap­
petizing) braneh, speeial door 
prizes and a movie.

Film: The Sturgeon Queens 
Date: November 2 
Time: 11 AM
Locations: Regal Ballantyne 

Village Stadium 5
On a more serious note, the 

next film in the series. Numbered, 
traees the history of our darkest 
hour through the tattooed numbers 
Holoeaust survivors bear on their 
forearms. This emotionally 
eharged doeumentary redeems our 
hopes as we wateh these ineredi- 
ble survivors eome to grips what 
has now, for some, beeome a 
badge of eourage.

After the film. Dr. Zev Harel, 
survivor of three eoneentration 
eamps presents his personal story 
ineluding memories of family 
members, liberation at age 15, 
signing up for the Hagana at age 
16, and serving in the War for In- 
dependenee for the establishment 
of the state of Israel and the Sinai 
War of 1956. Dr. Harel’s appear- 
anee is being sponsored by the 
Levine-Skint Judaie Library. 

Film: Numbered 
Date: November 9 
Time: 4 PM
Location: LJCC Sam Lerner 

Center at Shalom Park
Brave Miss World, a timely, 

deeply emotional film of personal 
sueeess, tragedy and triumph 
rounds out the FallFlieks slate for

2014. Linor Aborgil, then Miss Is­
rael, was raped shortly before 
winning the Miss World pageant. 
She now shares her story with oth­
ers through this powerful film. A 
talented panel of speakers has 
been put together to diseuss do- 
mestie violenee, ineluding (sehed­
uled to appear) Marsha Stiekler 
from Shalom Bayit, Caroline 
Biber from Jewish Family Serv- 
iees. Rabbi Jonathan Freirieh from 
Temple Beth El, Pat Kelly from 
Vietim Assistanee and Melissa 
Sigel Barrios from the Women’s 
Commission.

Film: Brave Miss World 
Date: November 16 
Time: 7 PM
Location: LJCC Sam Lemer 

Center at Shalom Park
For tiekets and information, log 

on to eharlottejewishfilm. eom. If 
you need additional help, eall us 
at 704-554-2059.

We look forward to seeing you 
at the movies. ^

"I have had the honor of working with 
Carolina Business Coach since 2012« 
Our success as a team has brought us 
to a new level of growth 
organizationally and 
financially. Jenesis 
Software would not be 
where it is today 
without Harvey Smith's 
wisdom and knowledge.
— tddie Price, CEO, feiteus Seilwite

Hiuvey Smith 
Profeislatiil j Cozich

Call For A Success Consult
704-604-1655
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Arboretum
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Lake Norman

IT'S OUR BIRTHDAY,
BUT YOU GET ALL THE

GIFTS!
This year, as we celebrate our 35th 

Anniversary, we are 9 locations and 70 
employees strong!

Please ask an agent about our gifts to 
YOU for your patronage over the years. 
THANK YOU for this incredible journey!
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