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Temple Kol Tikvah Inaugural Adult B’not Mitzvah
On June 17, the Kabbalat Shab- 

bat serviee at the temple, loeated 
near Lake Norman, was indeed 
very speeial. To a standing room 
erowd, the eongregation partiei-

pated in a eelebration marking the 
graduation of the first adult B’not 
Mitzvah eourse of study.

Five women, in the presenee of 
a host of relatives and friends —
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Rabbi Shields (left) with the Adult B’not Mitzvah class.

© BBQ for 
your next
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♦ Vegetarian
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“If it was living or growing 111 grill it”

some traveling from hundreds of 
miles away—along with many 
regular members of the Temple, 
were ealled to the Torah affirming 
an aneient tradition of pledging al- 
legianee to the Torah, God-given 
eommandments, and the Jewish 
people. As stated by one of the 
partieipants, this was a “better late 
than never” event beeause not too 
many years ago only males were 
“Bar Mitzvah-ed” depriving 
young women from this intense 
and profound experienee.

Before being ealled to the 
Torah, the women led the eongre
gation by eondueting the tradi
tional Friday evening serviee 
ineluding eommunal ehanting. 
Also, eaeh woman ehanted a por

tion of the weekly Parasha from 
the Torah seroll.

A speeial highlight of the event 
was the eolleetion of five insight
ful Divrei Torah presented by the 
eelebrants and drawing from the 
weekly Torah portion. They eov- 
ered a variety of Jewish traditions, 
values, and teaehings sueh as 
kashmt, eompassion to the poor 
and the stranger, and the eoneept 
of being God’s ehosen people.

The eeremony marked the eul- 
mination of many months of at
tending the Temple Kol Tikvah 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah elass. 
Guided by Rabbi Miehael Shield 
and taught by Lynn Calnek, Diree- 
tor of Lifelong Learning, the grad
uates met weekly enjoying the

learnings and the eamaraderie.
Not resting on its laurels, the 

Temple is making preparations for 
setting up the next Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah elass. We invite all who 
are interested to join us in this 
spiritual and soeial uplifting expe
rienee. Call the Temple offiee at 
704- 987-9980 or eliek www.tem- 
plekoltikvah. org

Temple Kol Tikvah is the Jew
ish eongregation in Lake Nor
man. With more than 200 
families, we are inelusive, egali
tarian, innovative and fun. Affili
ated with the Reform movement, 
we weleome all who seek to ex
plore, learn, and praetiee the rieh 
traditions, heritage and spirituality 
of Judaism. Interfaith eouples - in 
faet, families of all forms - are 
weleome with open arms at Tem
ple Kol Tikvah. Our mission is to 
provide a spiritual home for our 
members while effeeting positive 
ehange in our eommunity. We be
lieve that soeial, intelleetual, and 
spiritual development is eon- 
neeted to politieal and soeial ae- 
tivism. Therefore, we strive to 
help our members and our eom
munity deal with today’s ehal- 
lenges authentieally, honestly, and 
in aeeordanee with Jewish ethies. 
Guided by Rabbi Miehael Shields, 
we eneourage praetiees that bring 
joy, peaee, and deeper spiritual 
eonneetions, through fellowship, 
edueation and soulful prayer. ^

Free Ice Cream Social/Open House at 
Temple Kol Ami August 28

ft has been a hot summer, but 
it’s about to get even hotter at 
Temple Kol Ami of Fort Mill, SC. 
Our amazing religious sehool 
teaehers have been planning a 
new eurrieulum and are exeited to 
welcome back our awesome stu-
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dents! Last year, we had almost 40 
students enrolled and successfully 
implemented a Torah Tots pro
gram. We are looking forward to 
seeing our returning kids as well 
as welcoming new faces for an
other year of wonderful Jewish 
education and friendships. Is your 
child ready for Hebrew School? 
No matter where they are on their 
path of Jewish learning, we can 
accommodate their needs and get 
them up to speed. Our Religious 
School meets three Sundays per 
month from 10 AM-12 noon at 
Ivybrook Academy in Fort Mill, 
conveniently located near the 
Greater York County/Ballan- 
tyne/South Charlotte area. Please 
join us on August 28 for a free Ice 
Cream SociaLOpen house at Ivy- 
brook, 873 Dave Gibson Blvd., 
Fort Mill, SC. Meet the teachers, 
tour the facility and find out why, 
at TKA Religious School, Sun
days are fun days. It is not too late 
to enroll your child for the 2016- 
2017 school year which starts on 
September 11. For more informa
tion, please contact us at tka.reli- 
giousschool(S!gmail.com or go to 
the website www.templeko- 
lamisc.org and see the ad on page 
10.

Temple Kol Ami is also excited 
to welcome Rabbi Aft of Congre
gation Adat Reyim, Springfield, 
VA back to Fort Mill for another 
educational, spiritual, and cultural 
Shabbaton weekend August 26- 
28. Rabbi Aft has been with us 
two times previously and has been 
well received by all. He brings a 
passion for Jewish learning and is 
extremely engaging with all de
mographics. We are pleased to be 
able to sponsor these Shabbatons

due to the generosity of a grant 
from the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte Impact fund. 
Each Shabbaton generally con
sists of Friday night Shabbat serv
ice, Saturday morning Torah 
study, Saturday night Havdalah, 
and a visit to our religious school 
on Sunday. With the recent pass
ing of Elie Wiesel, there will be 
programming dedicated to his 
memory and vision. There will 
also be a special Jewish naming 
ceremony on Friday night in con
junction with Shabbat service, so 
if you would like to be a part of 
this, please contact us at yorksyn- 
agogue(S!gmail.com. All events 
related to the Shabbaton are free 
and open to the public. For more 
details, check our website.

If you live in York County or 
the Ballantyne area. Temple Kol 
Ami might be the place for you. 
We are a warm and inclusive con
gregation comprised of Jews from 
diverse backgrounds. There are so 
many wonderful advantages to 
being a member of TKA, not the 
least of which is being a part of 
the revitalization of the Jewish 
community of this area. We hope 
you will come play and pray with 
us sometime soon. ^
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