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SCHOOl NEWS
Empathy is the Superpower at CJDS

CJDS is starting out the new 
school year on a high, with in
creased emollment, strong ERB/ 
CTP4 test results, often outper- 
fomting the independent schools.

a strong kindergarten class of 
21 sweet children, and devoted, 
loving, and skilled teachers. One 
would think that we would be sat
isfied and bask in the good feel

AT STONEHAVEN

ing. We don’t rest on our laurels, 
because we know that educating 
children, especially Jewish chil
dren carries a greater obligation. 
While we are mandated to teach 
reading, writing and arithmetic 
and more and to provide enjoy
able experiences in a safe envi- 
romnent, we must and caimot 
forget that we are charged with 
the responsibility to shape, feed.

school year ends, every child 
from kindergarten on, can explain 
and demonstrate what the motto 
means to them.

“Empathy is our Superpowef’ 
is the motto that is guiding us this 
year. Although it is a concept that 
might be a bit deep for children, 
we have already seen results in 
the short time we have been at 
school.
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and nurture their souls. We can 
impact their emotional and social 
skills that make them who they 
are, that effect how they interact 
with others and that ultimately 
predict their future satisfaction 
and happiness.

CJDS approaches this task 
with a plan of action that you 
might call CJDS Strategic Plan 
2.0. Each year a motto or theme 
is plaimed so that all the activ
ities, songs, and stories include 
this message, ft starts out with a 
barmer, a tag line, bulletin board, 
signs all over the school, and 
a song written specifically for 
the motto. Lessons on the mot
to take place through games and 
activities, so that by the time the
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In addition, we have adopted 
the Responsive Classroom ap
proach to classroom management 
by setting class rales where the 
students’ are the ones providing 
clarification to the rales. Be Re
sponsible, Be Empathetic, Be 
Purposeful, Be Safe. What does 
that mean? Too often, we adults 
think that our words are under
stood by children and possible 
even adults. But, they’re not, and 
it is up to us to make meaiungs 
together with the person receiv
ing our words. So, we asked the 
children what do these rales look 
like? What do they feel like? 
What do they sound like? Posters 
were designed and created by the 
students for all of the different 
spaces in the school such as the 
cafeteria, the hallways, the bath
room, and the playground, so all

from the door because people are 
often coming in and out and do 
not realize you might be standing 
right near it. Be Purposeful (in the 
bathroom) might mean do what 
you have to do in the bathroom 
and leave. It is not a place to stand 
around doing nothing because it 
typically will lead to trouble. Be 
Empathetic (in the lunchroom) 
might mean don’t save seats be
cause it might make someone 
feel unwanted. These were ideas 
that the children generated and 
illustrated on their posters show
ing that they understood what it 
would take to build a respectful, 
caring, and loving community.

We have introduced a song 
about empathy that we sing and 
could be heard playing in the 
morning. These are the lyrics that 
the kids sing and hear each day.

1 don't know what it's like to be 
you.

1 don't know what you have to 
go through.

But 1 can try to see the world 
through your eyes.

Put myself in your shoes and 
empathize.

Emphasize? No no no no
Empathize. Not emphasize. 

But empathize.
Entropy? No no no no
Empathy Not entropy. But em

pathy.
Every story has more than one 

side.
It's not about what's wrong or 

right.
Who's to judge what's good or 

bad?
What makes me laugh might 

make you mad.
Let's try to make a deal.
We'll listen to each other and 

see how the other feels.
With empathy we can under

stand.
We can solve our problems and 

make amends.

Students make their own posters with rules for being responsible, purposeful, 
safe, and empathetic.

the children in the school could 
be reminded of the rales and 
guidelines and understand what 
they really mean.

For example. Be Safe (in the 
ofiice) could mean stand away

Can you imagine a world 
where we all see each other 
through these eyes? 1 would like 
to believe it is possible. We will 
start with the CJDS kids today. ^
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