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DOD defines “Don’t 
Ask; Don’t Tell”

by Dan Van Mourik 
Q-Notes Staff

WASHINGTON, DC—Outgoing Sec
retary of Defense Les Aspin held a press 
conference on Wednesday, December 22 to 
give gays in the military an early Christmas 
present—one akin to a lump of coal in their 
Christmas stockings. The Department of 
Defense (DOD) has begun to define the 
“Don’t Ask; Don’t Tell; Don’t Pursue” 
policy regarding homosexual service mem
bers.

On October 29,1993, the Supreme Court 
granted the Justice Department’s request 
for a partial stay of a lower court’s ruling 
that the new DOD policy could not be 
enforced. While the DOD continues to move 
that decision through the appeals process, 
the Supreme Court has given them legal 
permission to enforce the policy.

When “Don’t Ask; Don’t Tell; Don’t 
Pursue” was first announced, the language 
of the policy was vague and open to inter
pretation. The DOD has now clarified some 
of the grounds for discharge, clearly negat
ing any advances gays may have thought 
had been achieved. While “Don’t Ask” 
remains intact, meaning new recruits will 
not be asked their sexual orientation, the 
DOD has reverted to the stance on homo
sexuality taken before any of Clinton’s 
efforts to change them.

Effective February 1, 1994, any homo
sexual service member can and will be 
discharged if:

* they engage in any homosexual act,
• they marry someone of the same sex,
♦ they openly admit to being homosexual. 

To clarify “Don’t Pursue,” the DOD claims 
it will not investigate a service member for 
simply being in a gay bar. However, kissing 
a member of the same sex while there would 
prompt pursuit. The DOD considers same- 
sex kissing a “homosexual acf’ worthy of 
discharge.

In spite of what appeared to be a reluctant 
willingness on the part of the DOD to 
compromise on the issue of gays in the 
military, the witchhunt is back on with a 
vengeance.
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Private Courtyard. Private Parking.
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RESUMES
THAT GET RESULTS!

Professional writer interviews 
you, produces draft for review 

and laser prints final. Best price 
and highest quality in Charlotte. 
Easy and inexpensive updates. 
Counseling on job search & 

interviewing skills free.

Call for quote.

Keep the business in the family!

ACCESS RESUME SERVICE 
1325 Eastway Drive 

532-9255

Coping with AIDS should not be a financial burden...
Financial concerns can hinder your ability to 
cope with a personal crisis on your own terms.

Selling your life insurance policy can help reduce 
financial stress and allow you to regain control 
of your personal affairs.

We can help. Our counselors will assist you 
with honesty and respect, while we offer some of 
the best rates for your policy.

You will feel comfortable with us.
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ViaticaC Services Company"

l-(800) 800-3264
Member of the National Viatical Association 

&
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Do Your Hopes For The New Year Include*

A Church That Won't Condemn You?
A Renewal OS Your Spiritual LiSe?

A Positive Christian Worship Experience?
New Friends & Great Fellowship?

Visit The
Metropolitan Community Church

Of Charlotte!

A Christian Church For The Gay & Lesbian Community!

New Sunday Service Hours:

9:00 am.............................Early Morning Worship
10:15 am.............................Fellowship & Refreshments
10:45 am.............................Morning Worship

7:30 pm............................ Evening Vespers

Other Opportunities For Fellowship & Ministry:

Mondays 
Wednesdays 
Thursdays 
4th Sundays

7:00 pm.............HIV/AIDS Support Group
7:30 pm.............Mid-Week Bible Study
8:00 pm............ G/L AA Care Group
6:00 pm............ Covered Dish Dinner

& Blind Auction

The Metropolitan Community Church Of Charlotte 
Located In The Varnadore Building 

4037 E. Independence Blvd., Suite 726 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28205 

(704) 563-5810

Rev. V. Randy Votsch, Pastor


