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editorial
Use it or lose 
it...what’s the voting 
thing anyway?

Do you remember the first time that you 
voted? I certainly do. I can recall a winter after
noon, all bundled up in my coat and mittens, 
along with a hat - and, even more so, the sensa
tion of my mother’s hand as it cradled mine as 
we entered the voting precinct at the university 
school located in my hometown.

I was a little small at the ripe old age of four. 
I could barely see over the tables lined up there 
with poll workers assisting voters with registra
tion. One of the workers gave my mother a 
ballot. This was in the early 1950s and the 
election’s ballot was graced with General 
Dwight David Eisenhower. He was such a leg
end, with his gallant military service. He 
brought a sense of balance to the aftermath of 
World War II and the Korean conflict.

Anyway, I digress. Back to focus! I was very 
curious about the process that was taking place 
there. I can still see my mother dressed up as 
her usual polished self, studying the sheet of 
paper that had the candidates names on it. I 
was my parents “active” child. I was always into 
something. And I asked enough questions to 
satisfy even the most inquisitive person. So 
when I asked my mother about what she was 
doing, it did not surprise her in the least. She 
explained that, as an American, she was exer
cising her right to cast her vote for her favorite 
candidate. You might well suspect what came 
next. I left my mother’s side and went to one of 
the registration tables. I looked one of the la
dies square in the eyes and asked, “I want to 
vote like my Momma!”

In those days and in a small town, people 
knew each other. To quench my thirst for par
ticipation, one of the workers gave me a “bal
lot” and I voted! Then they had me place my 
ballot into a “special” box, reserved for young 
voters. I really beamed with delight. My mother, 
of course, thought that this was “so cute.” Then 
we left.

Many years later, when I was an adult, I was 
afforded the responsibility of voting “for real”

letter
Dear Editor:
On December 5,2000,1 will complete eight 

years of public service as a [Mecklenburg] 
County Commissioner. I want-to express my 
deepest appreciation for all of the support I have 
received from Cf Notes over the years as you have 
written about my actions and my support for 
the gay & lesbian community.

I am proud of the service and support I ex
tended to the gay and lesbian community. I was 
proud of my actions, no matter how futile they 
were, in defense of the arts and the right of each 
individual to see whatever movie, show or dance 
performance [they choose].

I can remember ... that when my son and I 
met with the gay & lesbian community at the 
MCC Church, I was informed I was the first 
elected official to have done so. My only regret 
is that it took me seven years to meet with the

for the first time. In the entire time that I have 
had voting privileges, I have only missed, at 
most, a dozen elections. I even worked for a 
US House of Representatives candidate in the 
early 70s.

Then, in the early 80s, I became affiliated 
with the Libertarian party and ran for State 

. House. Of course, I lost, but not without cap
turing around 2000 votes from a field of 12 
candidates. Not bad for someone who was an 
unknown and did not actively campaign. I sim
ply ran to show support for a third party. And, 
many of the principles of the party were ones 
that I shared.

Now, it is 2000! And, what a year. The dawn
ing of the new millennium has brought with it 
an unique set of election results. Without ac
tually endorsing one candidate over another (to 
avoid telling you whom I voted for - because 
you’re not supposed to ask, right?), I must say 
that I completely agree with Vice President A1 
Gore. We live in the United States of America. 
We do not live in one of those countries that 
allow you to vote and not really pay attention 
to the outcome. We have rights. And, we do 
need to know that if we take our valuable time 
to engage in the voting practice, then, by gosh, 
let them count. Don’t set aside votes - unless 
there is clearly a reason to do so - and deny 
someone the rare privilege of being involved in 
the election process. In my opinion, the Florida 
state legislature was remiss in not immediately 
calling itself into emergency session to handle 
the issues surrounding the election. And, it 
would not have taken too much to mobilize 
the state to allow all voters who were on the 
voting rolls for this election, the opportunity 
to recast their votes in a more technologically 
sound method. There are enough states around 
to loan them voting machines for all of the 
counties in Florida.

I was born in and grew up in Tennessee. A1 
Gore, Sr., was a tremendous public servant. His 
legacy can easily be seen in his son. Gore Jun
ior is a champion of rights for all people. I sure 
would hate to see him be a “bridesmaid” in
stead of a “bride” because he has diligently 
worked and served his whole life to earn the 
vote of confidence and respect of all Americans. 
Whether he eventually wins or loses this cam
paign, I must say that I admire his determina
tion and grit. His father would never have rolled 
over and played dead either. T

— Lainey Millen 
Associate Editor

group.
I am proud that I might have played a small 

part in the Gay &c Lesbian Political Action 
Committee [MeckPAC] being formed. Each of 
you has played an important part in the make
up of the city council and county commission 
the past two elections. It is my hope that the 
community remains active and continues to 
play major roles in local politics.

My plan is to continue to be active in the 
community through committees and boards. I 
have met with the director ofTime Out Youth 
about starting a home for runaways or those 
teenagers who are thrown out of their homes 
because of their sexual preference [sic.].

I would like to express my thanks to all of 
you for your help and support over these eight 
years. I do know my political life is not over 
yet. I will come and ask for your support some
time in the future.

Sincerely yours,
Lloyd Scher
Mecklenburg County Commissioner
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