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viewpoint
Graying lavender

A senior friend of mine lightened the 
touchy and taboo topic of aging with mature 
resignation.

“I’m just happy that I can piss without 
pain,” he revealed,” borrowing a Godfather II 
lament from Hyman -Roth, who was not so 
blessed. “And, I still recall every guy I’ve done 
it with!” he added, in proud tribute to his in
tact, 6()-year-old memory.

Another seasoned gay pal has not coped as 
gracefully to the passage of time. He under
took so much cosmetic cutting and tucking, 
few can agree on where his cheekbones end and 
his mouth starts, with hips oddly aligned to his 
body and an arched back that a bell tower would 
welcome.

When Andrew Holloran, in his classic 80s 
novel Dancer From the Dance, wrote of gay men 
hating “rainy days at the beach, small penises, 
and reality,” he wasn’t far off the mark. Yet, the 
failure to embrace the truth about the aging 
process — the shifting, shrinking, wrinkling, 
graying, joint-stiffening — has never been lim
ited to AARPers pining for Judy Garland and 
MGM musicals. Growing old with dread is no 
more uniquely gay than sexual addiction.

At 70, my aunt parted with a bundle to sup
port her altering-the-clock fantasy. For all that 
pricey slicing, scraping and snipping, she gained 
a five-year turnabout at best, while adding to 
her surgeon’s BMW fleet and funding his kid’s

letter
Remember the dead, 
renew the struggle

I won’t even bother trying to describe the 
mess of emotions I feel as we approach this 
dreadful anniversary. No doubt every long-term 
survivor and every longtime activist feels the 
same. While our hearts may be filled with many 
emotions, there are only two worth expressing 
at this perilous time: grief and rage. Grief for 
the millions who have died and the millions 
who are dying. Rage at the indifference, greed 
and stupidity which permit this grotesque ca
lamity to continue. In a few weeks we’ll all be 
remembering, as the nation and the world pause 
— however briefly — to note the twentieth 
year of the pandemic. Please join us in Wash
ington on Sunday, June 3 to remember the dead 
and renew the struggle. ▼

—- Cleve Jones 
San Francisco

[ The writer is founder ofthe NAMES Project 
AIDS Memorial Quilt.]

Harvard education.
Her spouse, my uncle, also tormented by 

the calendar, would divorce my aunt. In a fran
tic, mid-life attempt to reclaim his youth, he 
acquired a day-old, prune danish likeness of a 
hairpiece, pierced both ears, and took to weed, 
tank tops and designer jeans that revealed more 
than concealed his expanding rolls. Then, in a 
hedonistic surge, he grabbed on to a 20-some- 
thing tart with monster boobs and left for En
gland to advance his Peter Pan mission. A year 
later he died of a heart attack.

Then there was my 90-year-old grandfather, 
who also gave it one last shot at feeling like the 
youth he no longer was. Thumbing his nose at 
the safe, sanguine life of shuffleboard and early 
bird specials, he frolicked about the planet with 
canny, parasitic models who played him to the 
fine tune of cash and prizes nearing half a mil
lion dollars. Though he may have outfoxed fa
ther time for a flash, he died alone and penni
less in a nursing home.

In a youth worshipping culture that dis
misses older age, it is no small wonder that any 
of us handle nature’s reward kindly. While few 
mortals — gay or straight — face aging with 
calm acceptance, gay men appear to kick and 
scream harder into the advancing years than do 
straight men. Perhaps we are better prepared 
for denial, since we’ve crowned youth and 
beauty and ways to preserve it critical to our 
well-being, sensing there’s more to lose by not 
defending against its chief foe — time.

So we destructively diet, compulsively work
out, overspend on counterfeit creams, lotions, 
pills, powder, surgery and endure other trendy, 
vain and not so artful bodily manipulations that 
promise much but do little to delay or offset the 
aging process. Hey, I’m not stomping on self
enhancing and healthier lifestyle leaps here that 
aid us in feeling younger, within our control.

Pardon the stereotype, but perhaps we gay 
men are simply more clever and creative at cov
ering up, taking greater pains to keep our age 
from showing as fast.

Perhaps.
—Art Greenwald 

Fort Lauderdale, FL
[Art Greenwald, M.S., is an independent 

writer, journalist and columnist. His work has 
appeared in several gay and straight publications 
nationwide. He can be reached at 
worksofart@netzero. netj

Toledo leaving NGLTF
WASHINGTON, DC — As this Issue ^ 

of Q-A&ter was going to press, the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force issued a state
ment announcing that Elizabeth Toledo, 
who became NGLTF’s executive Director 
in April 2000, has chosen not to tencw her 
contract and is resigning her position ef
fective May 18. In tendering her resigna
tion, Toledo said that she needs to corn- ; 
mit more time to 6mily matters. Q-Notes 
will bring you more details on this change.
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