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LIFE: TURNING RISKS INTO REWARDS

GREATER CAROLINA GR0U(>INC.

• Life Insurance
• Disability Income
• Retirement Planning

• Estate Planning
• 412(i) Benefit Plans

DENNIS HOWE. PRESIOENT/fXO

BENEFITS RESOURCE GROUO INC.

* Health Insurance
♦ Long Term Care,
• Pre-Tax Benefits

♦ Voluntary Benefits
♦ Group Life & Disability
♦ Supplemental Benefits

INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES

• Comprehensive Financial Planning
• Investment Portfolio Management
• Investment Consulting Servies

' 401(k)/Pension Pians 
■ 529(b) Plans 
' Seminars

IS* 1141.2003-8582 
DOfU; s/2003

Call fqr more information

^ (704) 372-4491
Greater Carolina Group 

9115 Harris Corners Parkway Suite 250 
Chariotte, NC 2S269 
Fax: (704) 372-7576 

Dennis Hov;e an<3 Andrew Walter are representatives of Securian Financial Services, !nc- 
Securities &. Investment At^/iso^y offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc., Member NASD/SIPC 

Greater Carolina Group is independenUy owned and operated, 
visit us at www.greaterc3rolinagroup.com

Buying a home should 
not be so stressful...

Experience the strength of 
The Rock^ in Real Estate. 

I can provide the support 
and guidance you need to 

successfully carry you 
through your next 

real estate transaction.

Garolinas Realty
Mark A. Watson, REALTORS 
Office 704-227-2543 
Mobile 704-641-6605 
Fax 704-542-1774
Email mark.watson^prudentialcarolinas.com 
www.prudentialcaroiinas.com/watsonm

Closing of Paddock end of era
fmm page 1

kinds of people from the gay community,” 
says Patrick Enderle, a former manager at 
the club.

“One of the things 1 liked best about the 
place was the broad spectrum of people — 
all ages, all walks of life. It wasn’t just one 
group. Younger and older, customers who 
were janitors and customers who were 
heart surgeons. There was always kind of 
a down-home appeal. It wasn’t unusual to 
see a heart surgeon talking to a person 
who flipped burgers at McDonald’s."

Ebony Summers, the former show host at 
the Paddock and a well-known drag per
former throughout the Carolinas, is equally 
enthusiastic about her time spent at the club.

“I was there for eight years,” she recalls 
with a touch of melancholy. “I heard about 
it from a couple of straight girlfriends.

“Back then I had never heard of or even 
seen a drag show and these friends managed 
to get me out to see one — the first person I 
ever saw was Scarlett Dailey, who actually 
turned out to be one of my best friends. The 
show was so awesome it blew me away!

“1 knew right then that was what I 
wanted to do, so 1 went backstage and 
talked to her after the show. She was so 
nice, but then everybody there was. That’s 
just the kind of place the Paddock was.”

Summers went on to become a regular 
performer at the club — eventually snag
ging the job of show host.

“I was doin’ it every weekend,” she pro
fesses. “It really didn’t hit me until after the 
last show — it was later — that I realized it 
was a time that was over. Nothing will ever 
feel like home now that the Paddock is gone.”

Iordan, Summers and Enderle are all in 
agreement about the club’s weekly drag 
reviews.

“Oh my god,” Summers boasts. “It was 
probably one of the best places to do drag. 
You didn’t feel pressure. You felt very laid 
back. You can ask any of the queens that 
performed here — the Paddock' always 
made you feel welcome."

“We were known ail over the state for 
our production numbers,” Jordan says. 
“Female impersonation was really a big 
deal at the Paddock. We’ve had a local 
house cast and we always brought in acts 
from all over, like Kirby Kolby, Dana St. 
James and Chevellc Brooks.”

In fact, the club’s focus on drag perform
ance dates back to 1978, when the Paddock

hosted the first annual Miss Greenville 
America Pageant. Local female impersonators 
competed for the title of Miss North Carolina 
America, which was also held at The Paddock 
that year. The Miss North Carolina America 
Pageant eventually moved on to Durham and 
then to Charlotte. According to Jordan, “Miss 
Greenville is still one of the most coveted titles 
in the America system.”

it comes as no surprise that the Paddock 
would also serve 
as a source of 
fun and enter
tainment for 
many outside 
the LGBT com
munity.

“It was like a 
college bar in 
many ways,” 
says Summers.
“We would get -

° Ebony Summers:
people from 'Nothing will ever feel 
[East Carolina] like home now that 
University that the Paddock is gone.'
were not gay but just wanted to have the 
experience. In the summer it would be 
slow but in the winter and fall all kinds of 
people w6uld be in here.

“I remember one year the anchor peo
ple from WNCT News came in quite a bit 
until their station manager told them they 
didn’t need to be spending so much time in 
a gay bar!”

News anchors weren’t the only celebri
ties that made an appearance at the 
Paddock. Actress Sandra Bullock, once a 
student at East Carolina, was a frequent 
patron and reportedly even took part in a 
few drag numbers as a back-up dancer.

Although there arc hopes that the 
Paddock might open again in another 
location, there arc currently no plans in 
the works. A handful of emails came to Q_- 
Nofes following the closing lamenting the 
club’s untimely demise — Jordan’s words 
were particularly poignant;

“Although the club has closed ami the 
Paddock family may be down, we are not out for 
the count. The friendships made will continue 
and ive will carry the legacy of The' Paddock 
Club forward with us wherever we may go. We 
may no longer gather an Friday and Saturday 
nights at 1008-B Dickinson Ave., but in the end 
it is just a building and we will forever keep the 
legacy of The Paddock Club alive in our hearts. ”

BARBARA HOLLINGSWORTH 
ATTORNEY & MEDIATOR

Specializing in Negotiation and Mediation of Relationship Issues

• Domestic Partnership 

Agreements
• Collaborative Negotiation & 

Mediation of Disputes
• Wills & Powers of Attorney
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