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Marriage: Which state is 
next?

Iowa is the first state in the American heartland to legal
ize same-sex marriage. Vermont is the first state to allow 
same-sex marriage through legislative action rather than a 
court ruling.

I’m giddy, mostly due to these fabulous events and pardy 
due to a pollen allergy. I cheer. I sneeze. It was a memorable 
early April.

Such a run of good marriage news makes me wonder 
where it will happen next. Which states will join Iowa, 
Vermont, Connecticut and Massachusetts in offering gay 
marriage? I have a few guesses on whither the strode.

Californiar Oh, the pain gays and lesbians around the coun
try felt when California voters passed Proposidon 8. The 
events in Iowa and Vermont have gone a long way toward mut
ing that pain. And how notable that hip California, considered - 
the nation’s trendsetter, has now fallen behind an itty-bitty 
New England state, as well as a state that still believes in Jell-0.

' Legal experts tell us the California Supreme Court will prob
ably let Prop 8 stand. So, it doesn’t appear California will be the 

next state to grant same-sex marriage. Which means California’s 
coolness level will plummet to the level of Mississippi.

New Hampshire: In March the House of Representatives 
approved a marriage bill; the Senate is expected to vote soon. 
Some think the fact that New Hampshire’s neighbor voted for 
gay marriage will help persuade Granite Staters to do the same. 
As a former New Hampshirite, I think the opposite. The legisla
ture will probably delay action on the marriage bill and instead 
pass a resolution criticizing Vermont for general smugness.

Maine: What I’m sure of is that if same-sex marriage 
passes here, there will be an immediate movement to undo 
it. This tendency to battie over and over and bver'on gay 
rights suggests that Mainers either like a good fight or are 
obsessive-compulsive.

Rhode Island: Three of the six New England states have 
granted gay marriage. Rhode Island Governor Donald 
Carcierl and his wife Sue hope to avoid the same result in 
Litde Rhody. They’ve both just joined the state chapter of the 
National Organization for Marriage, a group fighting same- 
sex marriage around the country.

I suppose the governor could take an extreme step and 
have Rhode Island secede — but. I’m not sure the rest of the 
country would notice.

New York: There will be more dithering, posturing, confu
sion and drama, but gay marriage will happen in New York.
And, when it does. New Yorkers will brag like they invented it.

New Jersey: This is certainly a state on a trajectory to do 
the right thing. In 2007, civil unions went into effect. About 
four months ago a.state commission found that civil unions 
hadn’t provided equal treatment and recommended the state 
legalize same-sex marriage.

New Jersey has been generally disparaged for so long and 
I’m tempted to say something will go wrong just because New 
Jersey is New Jersey. But, no. I believe the Garden State will 
come through. And those wishing to marry can heed New 
Jersey’s mildy paranoid state slogan, “Come See For Yourself’

Michigan: Nobody’s working. They have lots of time to 
fight for same-sex marriage.

Washington: In 2007 Washington established domestic 
partnerships. In 2008 legislation expanded the rights and 
responsibilities of domestic partnerships. Now in 2009 the 
state Senate has passed the so-called “everything but mar
riage” bill, which adds all the other state-level benefits of 
marriage to domestic partnerships. The House will likely 
pass it and the governor will sign it.

But, it’s no secret in the Evei^reen State that politicians 
have pursued this route so LGBT families will be protected 

until marriage is acquired. When will that happen? I can say 
definitively it will happen in Washington before Sasquatch 
teaches a forestry class. > ■
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Rosedale Infectious Diseases 
103 Commerce Center Drive 
Suite 103
Huntersville. NC 28078 
Tel: 704-948-8582 
Fax: 704-948-8572

Frederick A. Cruickshank, MD 

Aimee B. Kerchner, MMS, PA-C

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 2785 

Huntersville, NC 28070

www.rosedaleidcenter.com

Specializing in HIV/AIDS and general infectious diseases

...a balan<x of relaxation and healing

Specializingin Swedish, Deep Tissue. 
Neuromuscular and Aromatherapy Massapp

704-449-1575
MussageKiacadslOl .com 

' Gift Certificates Available
Brian David Coone. LMBT 

NC #07998

Voice 704.644,4266 1 
Direct 704.712.5464 

Email d_up_defendyourself@yahoo.com |

WWW.D-UP.iNFO

D-UPI is 0 projad lorgeting Africon-Ameriton Men Who Hove Sex With Men 
ages 13-24 to become Popular Opinion Leaders for HIV/AIDS. POLs are 
influential, welUrusted, and influential in the community. POLs earn $100 & 
lots of giveowoysl Coll today.
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David Cook

allentatfe com

704.543,5873 0»Brt 

415.515.7946 MoM> 

704.543.6941 Fax 
888.541.6201 ToFFm

david.c<xok@allentate.com
www.alentate.com/davidcook
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RUSS CARD
SALES/LEASING

6824 £ INDEPENDENCE BLVD. 
CHARLOTTE. NC 28227 
704-563-7800 
FAX 704-563-9172 
DIRECT UNE 704-516-9274 
TOLL FREE 1-800-763-7811 
WEBSITE; www.hendrickacura.com 
EMAIL: russ.gardOhendrickauto.com

2000 PRECISION TEAM
DEALERSHIP OF OISTiNCTION

Schneider Kraus, PLLC
Attorneys and Ctfunselors at Law

174 Church Street, Suite 204 
Concord, North Carolina 28025 

Phone (704)788-8855. Fax (704)945-9166 
NCdivorce.biz
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HIV+? We are here to help!
Join our free, confidential 

HIV+Gay Men's 
wMrafaaAm Support Group.

Meets every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month.

Call 704-602-2419 for more details.

I Affordable Health & Life Insurance* |
\ for Individuals & Families

• Health Insurance coverage tailored to your needs
• Coverage stays with you regardless of job status 
»24-hour, worldwide coverage *’
»No hospital pre-authorization required 
»Your choice of doctors and hospitals

I Don’t Delay, Call 704-560-4956 Today!

Anne Douglas Miller - Licensed Insurance Agent 
www.adm-insuresu.com • admillerl@earthlink.net
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Life-Fit:
Personal Training & Yoga

John Magers

ACE Certified Personal Trainer 
YogaFit Certified Yoga Instructor 
Centrally located Private Studio 

Or in Your Ov\m Home
Fitness That Fits Your Life! 704-579-0897 
jmage@carQjina.rr.com www.Life-Fit.biz

WANTED

’ Insurance llpts 
■ Medical Practitioners 
' Galleries/llrfists 
’ Home Maintenance 
' Restaurants

' Celluiar Dealers 
’ Car Dealers 
’ fluto Detailers 
' Tanning Salons 
’ Your Business!

Advertise your business, organization 
service to the Corolinos' Community. 

Coll Now: (704) 531-9988

or
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