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Meeting Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2009 
Program; Annual Charlotte Business Guild/Don King 

Community Service Awards Presentation 
Sponsored by Lynn Davidson, Ameriprise Financial 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 201S. McDowell St.,
Uptown Charlotte, Free Parking
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Friday, September II, 2009 
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25 advance, $30 at the door
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Temic.swv’.s praink'rc nuin’.s )vsort and camp^ruumL.

The country’s finest paradise & hideaway men’s resort.

Please join ns for one of these exciting
weekend getaways.

(j^kedfoiva^rv. the East Tennessee mountains.

Reservations: l-SOO-d-^V-OllS 
2240 Van Hill Road 

Greeneville, TN 37745
WWW. timb er fell, com

Local leaders reflect on march
from page 5

“Most of our movement’s resources have 
always gone to the federal level and that’s still 
the case. Yet, all of our significant victories 
have come from the work of state groups, usu
ally on shoe-string budgets,” he told Q-Notes 
videmail.“Half of Americans are protected 
from employment discrimination based on 
sexual orientation. One-third are protected 
from discrimination based on gender-identity. 
In the last five years we’ve"gone from no states 
with marriage equality to sbc.”

Jones said we should take our cues from 
other nations around the globe. “When we 
look at those countries on the planet that have 
full equality for LGBT people, that progress 
was never achieved by popular votes and 
rarely even by legislative action, and never by 
provincial or state action. It came from 
national action from parliaments or national ■ 
courts. This is not a matter of opinion. This is 
simply fact.”

And Jones also thinks it is clear to see why 
state groups are so adamantly opposed to a 
national action.

“This criticism comes from the state 
equality groups and the local groups who are 
deeply invested — and I use that word delib
erately — in maintaining a strategy of slow, 
state-by-state progress,” he said.

In California, Jones said, local activists are 
“in a huge rush” to spend millions on a cam
paign to repeal Prop, 8, a ballot fight he says 
won’t grant anyone any new rights (California 
already offers domestic partner benefits equal 
to those benefits received by married, hetero
sexual couples).

“There is a certain amount of irony that 
the ones who talk about diverting resources 
for a march that will cost less than $250,000 
are quite willing and indeed eager to continue 
to spend tens of millions of dollars,” he added.

Palmquist says a greater impact could be 
made by volunteering time and contributing 
financially to ballot fights like those in Maine. 
“We have a real chance to win marriage equal
ity in a vote of the people for the first time in 
our nation’s history, and they need our help 

. talking one-on-one with voters to succeed,” he 
said. “It might not be as sexy as rallying in 
D.C., but we know that is the kind of work that 
makes the greatest difference.”

Palmquist understands the emotion 
behind pushing for a national focus.“It 
sounds so much easier to just get it all done at 
once,” he said. “But the reality is we have to 
keep doing our homework in the states if we 
want to succeed nationally.”

It is important, Palmquist said, to under
stand the history of progressive change in 
America. “The history of social movements 
shows us that federal progress on an issue 
almost always follows victories in the states.”

Durham-based activist Mandy Carter, 
who’s spent her entire career tackling issues 
of racism, sexism, poverty and homophobia, 
told Q-Notes she is neutral when it comes to 
the march.

“I’m not going to endorse it, but I’m also 
not going to speak out against it or tell folks 
not to go,” she said in an email to Q-Notes.

Like Palmquist, Carter questions Jones’ 
push for a new, national focus and strategy.

“I couldn’t disagree more,” she said. “With 
my 40-year movement history as a gauge, I

would say that for me the state-by-state and 
city-by-city grassroots work being done 
across the country is why I think we’ve seen 
and will continue to see the legislative and 
‘changing of hearts and minds’ wins.”

Carter said the community needs a combi
nation of both federally-focused and state- 
and local-level organizing.

Williams believes national organizing and 
local organizing can work together. One must
n’t be forced to choose between marching in 
D.C. and volunteering in Maine or at home.

“I don’t think it is one way or the other — 
that is a false and artificial choice,” he said. “The 
folks who are at the march, who have the time 
to go and volunteer in Maine, will be able to.”

Williams said some D.C. residents had 
“tossed around the idea” of organizing busses 
to take willing volunteers to Maine after the 
march. Equality Maine is organizing commu
nity housing for individuals taking part in its 
“Volunteer Vacation” initiative.

The march, Williams said, is a rallying 
point for the nation’s community. He says ■ 
Equality Across America’s longterm organiz
ing goals include supporting and rallying sup
port in each of the 435 districts that comprise 
the U.S. House of Representatives. In October, 
activists wiU be able to march and go to train
ings designed to help them build support for 
equality at home.

“The march is not the destination,” he said. 
“It is the vehicle to get to these broader organ
izing goals. A lot of folks are starting to see 
that, and they are going to change the way 
they are talking and writing about the march.”

Still, Ryan Wilson, president of the SC 
Pride Movement, questions Jones’ thoughts on 
the “old strategy” of state-by-state movement, 
and creating a new focus on federal action.
For Wilson, Jones’and Equality Across 
America’s “new strategy” isn’t new at all — 
federal focus and a lack of local support is par 
for the course in the work he does in rural, 
red-state South Carolina.*

“It strikes me as odd that whenever our 
state asks for money or support from national 
organizations they say,‘Our focus is on the fed
eral and we’ve gotta get things passed here in 
D.C., so funding grassroots efforts to change 
hearts of voters in South Carolina isn’t on the 
top of our list,”’ he said. “Then, we are told by 
others that we should be doing everything in 
our home state, because otherwise we’ll never 
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Going to D.C.?
A group of UNC-Charlotte students 

are hdping to organize carpooling or 
busses to get people to and from the 
National Equality March on Oct. 11. For 
more information or if you are interest
ed in joining them, email iso.charlot- 
tenc@gmail.com.

Is your loail group planning on 
carpooling or organizing busses? Let 
Q-Notes know and h’c will post your 
information with this story online.
Email editor^q-nofes.com or call 
704-531-9988, ext. 202.
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