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Editor’s Note
by Matt Comer . Q-Notes staff

I’m a Boy Scout, and I’m 
here to recruit you

Most folks have heard me rant and rave at 
least one time about the Boy Scouts of America 
and their anti-gay leadership and membership 
policies. The discrimination by the Boy Scouts 
of America is something I’ve experienced first
hand, being dismissed from Scouting after I 
came out at 14 and started a gay-straight 
alliance at my Winston-Salem high school.

Other than ranting and raving, though, 
there isn’t much that can be done to thwart 
the obviously immoral policies of this “pri
vate” organization. In 2000, the Supreme Court 
sided with the Boy Scouts in a case challeng
ing their membership and leadership require
ments, which ban openly gay or bisexual 
youth members and adults as well as individ
uals who Identify as atheist or agnostic. 
Curiously, these rules have never appeared in a 
youth edition of The Boy Scout Handbook.

Recently, I received an email from a parent 
of a first grader in Winston-Salem. A local Cub 
Scout pack had come to her son’s school, 
spoke about the organization during class 
time and passed out literature on how to join.

The mother, an atheist, was livid. How was 
she supposed to explain to her young son why 
he wouldn’t be able to join the Cub Scouts like 
many of his friends would? She felt he was too 
young to understand the intricacies of 
Scouting’s membership and leadership poli
cies, so she simply told him the family already 
had too much on their plate.

In an email to the members of the board 
and in a letter to the editor published by The 
Winston-Salem Journal, the mother asked why 
no notice was given of a discriminatory orga
nization’s presence at her son’s-school, while 
four separate notifications were sent home 
regarding President Barack Obama’s back-to- 
school speech.

She wrote: “Recently President Obama 
made a 15-minute speech to children about 
working hard and staying in school. I got a ver
bal message from the teacher, a npte and two 
calls letting me know about the speech. Is the 
president’s message that scary? Why does a 
positive message from the president require so 
much parental warning, while a discriminato
ry organization gets free rein to recruit during 
the school day with zero parental notification?”

Donald Martin, Winston-Salem Schools 
superintendant, responded to the mother’s 
email: “The boy and girl scouts are allowed to 
advertise meetings — typically they have a 
back-to-school fall recruitment meeting that 
is held in the evening. We also have a special 
facility use arrangement with both the boy 
and girl scouts.”

Martin added, “There should not have 
been a meeting with representatives of the.boy 
scouts held during the school day that 
required students to attend. I’m sorry that this 
happened and we will review this topic at our

next elementary principals meeting.”
In a follow-up email Martin said his 

system’s partnership with the Scouts 
was first established over a decade ago.

Winston-Salem schools also part
ner with the local Boy Scout council 
to offer middle school students the 

“Learning for Life” program. In the program, 
students travel to the council’s reserve. Raven 
Knob, where they participate in life skills and 
community-building activities led by camp 
staff and Boy Scouts officials. Unfortunately. 
Learning for Life’s little taste of the Scouting 
program is all gay or atheist youth will ever 
see of the organization.

It is shameful for schools, by law open to 
all citizens, to partner with organizations that 
unapologetically uphold discriminatory mem
bership requirements. When we consider the 
response to student-organized gay-straight 
alliances by officials in this school system, we 
see a clear disconnect.

“We can’t allow this gay-straight alliance to 
be school sponsored,”! was once told.“If we did, 
we’d have to allow every club who wanted spon
sorship. What would we do if the KKK or anoth
er hate group wanted to start a school club?”

If their actions concerning the Boy Scouts 
are any indication. I’m guessing school offi
cials would have no choice but to allow the 
KKK club. They already have one club with 
stringent discriminatory policies and philoso
phies, how could they legally deny access to 
another? After all, the same Supreme Court 
decision protecting the Boy Scouts’ private 
membership and Free Association rights 
would also protect hate groups like the KKK.

Further, the federal Equal Access Act man
dates open and accessible schools. The law was 
originally passed to protect Christian groups 
like the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, but 
the Act has also been used by students seeking 
to establish gay-straight alliances. Because 
schools already allowed non-curricular clubs 
like Bible studies, they had no choice but to 
allow the gay-straight clubs.

For schools, working with the Boy Scouts 
is dangerous and obviously wrong. Their part
nerships will inevitably lead to some of their 
students being discriminated against — 
something that should never happen in public 
schools. Secondly, their Boy Scout partner
ships could very well open schools to other 
discriminatory groups seeking equal access.

For the Boy Scouts of America, these 
membership policies are hurting their ability 
to be the organization they once were. Their 
actions today are absolutely antithetical to the 
purpose and mission with which they were 
charged at their founding a century ago, and 
outlined in their Congressional Charter:".. .to 
promote.. .the ability of boys to do things for 
themselves and others, to train them in scout- 
craft, and to teach them patriotism, courage, 
self-reliance and kindred virtues.”

The Boy Scouts’ anti-gay and religiously- 
exclusive policies are tarnishing their sterling 
history and the honored place they once 
earned — but lost long ago — in American 
society and culture. 9

Some say closeted, anti-gay 
A politicians should be outed

^ because of their hypocrisy. Do
you think outing is appropriate?
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