
P age E ig h t e e n

Christm as— and W h a t it Should  
M ean to Us

C hris tm as is a  g re a t  N ational holiday, 

observed th roughou t the  world. I t  is 

a  day se t aside by every  nation  and by 

all people, except th e  Jew s, as a day of 

good will and  worship, in rem em brance  
of our Savior. It is supposed to  be the 
b ir th  of Christ, b u t  it  is no t know n for 
sure  w h e th e r  it  is the  rea l d a te  of h is  
b ir th  or not. It is w onderful to th ink  
w ha t a sp ir i t  of good will and b ro th e r 
hood C hris tm as brings to us all. W ha t 
a g rea t  b lessing  it  w ould  be if we could 
only have th e  C hris tm as sp ir i t  extended 
th rough  all the  year.

C hris tm as is hailed w ith  deligh t and 
joy  by young and old alike. W e all 
genera lly  expect to have  a good time. I 
w onder how m any of us know  w ha t the  
real sp irit  of C hris tm as is. I t  is a sp ir i t  
and a feeling th a t  canno t be described 
in words.

So m any people regard  C hris tm as as 
a tim e of drinking, eating , and carousing. 
Is th is  th e  r ig h t way to rem em b er the  
birth, of C hris t?  W e should no t be self
ish abou t our own pleasures . T here  is a 
peace of mind go tten  from  doing good 
and help ing  o the r  people th a t  canno t be 
surpassed . H elping o the rs  is th e  g re a t 
e s t  rem edy ever know n for the  mind.

Some people th in k  it is a  tim e to ex
change p resen ts . T hey  th in k  the  one 
who gives the  p resen t of g re a te s t  value 
is the  t r u e s t  friend. C hris tm as really  
is a  tim e to give p resen ts  if you w an t 
to and tru ly  give to m ake  o the r  people 
happier. T he re  can ex is t a s  m uch true  
fr iendsh ip  in a one-cent postcard  as 
th e re  can in a p re sen t of h igh value.
If you can ’t  hold fr iends w ith  your  own 
personality , don’t  buy them ! A person 
who clings to  you because  you have 
m oney or a  high social position is no 
friend, and will d e se r t  you w hen you 
need  h im  most.

I t  is r igh t and p roper th a t  we should 
eat, bu t we should nev er  e a t  and drink  
to  excess. W e m ust rem em b er those 
who a re  poor and needy. S ca t te r  h ap 
piness and good will w herev er  you go.

T he ideal C hris tm as is w hen  nations 
shall fo rget wrongs, individuals fo rget 
grievances, and the  old and beautifu l 
prophecy comes true, “Peace  on earth , 
good will tow ard  Men,”

— Constance  M cGeh e e

R iddle— W h y  is a F o rd  like a  school
room?

Because i t  has  a c ran k  in front, and 
lots of li t t le  n u ts  behind.

C hristm as Eve
C hris tm as  Eve is th e  g re a te s t  n igh t 

in the  year. I t  is a  n ig h t of m ystery . 

W hen  everyone is in bed excep t the 

policemen, a long comes an  old gen tle 

m an  in a sleigh and a flock of re indeer 

rid ing over the  housetops. H e s tops a t  

a ce r ta in  house w here  good litt le  boys 

and girls res ide  and, h itch ing  his s teeds 

to the  ligh tn ing  rod, descends the  ch im 

ney and proceeds to fill the  s tockings 
hanging  in fro n t of the  fireplace.

The policem en never  do see th e  old 
housebreaker, and he never  gets his nice 
red  su it the  le as t  b it sooty. A nother 
m y s te ry !— He can a lw ays go down a 
chimney, w he the r  la rge or small. This 
gen tlem an is St. N icholas, b e t te r  know n 
as S an ta  Claus, F a th e r  C hris tm as, Bon 
H om m e Noel, and K night Clobes. He 
is also a ghost, o r supposed to be one. 
Y ears ago a m an nam ed N icholas w ent 
about slipping money in windows, under 
doors, and th rough  the  keyholes in the  
hom es of the  poor people, and he never 
le t anyone know how it  happened. To
day S an ta  Claus is a ghost of th is  p e r 
son in a lm ost every  coun try  in the  world. 
In F rance  he is called Bon H om m e Noel, 
and is accom panied by an o th e r  ghost, 
a thin, weasel-faced fellow, w ith  a long 
g ray  beard, th rea ten in g  d a rk  eyes, and 
a perp e tu a l frown. He ca rr ie s  a w icker 
b ask e t on his back, and slips a sw itch  
into  all the  stock ings of bad children. 
In Holland, F a th e r  C hris tm as is im per
sonated  by some m em ber of the  family, 
and  ap pears  before them  on C hris tm as 
Eve and  d is tr ib u te s  p resen ts .

C hris tm as in m any  cases is taken  in 
the  w rong spirit. I t  is not a tim e to 
give and receive p resen ts , to fe a s t  and 
banquet, bu t is th e  b ir thd ay  of Je su s  
C hris t;  and any  p resen ts  th a t  a re  given 
should be as a token  of good fa ith  and 
“good will tow ard  m en.”

— J. M. Coffm an

T he P lum -P udding
Jem im a, you m ay stone th e  plums. 
And Johnny, g ra te  some fine bread 

crum bs;

Susan, w ith  care, the  eggs shall bea t ; 
So all shall help to m ake the  trea t.  
M other will cut the  c itron  nice.
And weigh the  flour and the  spice; 
Sugar and sue t don’t forget,
Nor some new milk to m ake  all wet. 
T hen  in a  large, clean k itchen  bowl, 
W^ith g re a te s t  ca re  w e’ll mix th e  whole; 
And each good child shall have a wish. 
As she  helps s t i r  the  C hris tm as dish.
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Christm as
C hris tm as is a C hris tian  event. Jews 

do not believe in Christ, and so do not 

ce leb ra te  it. I t  is observed as the  birth

day of Christ. No quarre ls  or o the r dis

o rde r  should  m a r  it, fo r  C h n s t  was 

born to b ring  “peace on ea r th  and good 
will to m en .”

N everthe less  the  ru le rs  of England 

stopped its ce leb ra tion  once, and there 

w ere m any riots. C hris tm as is the  time 

for the  exchanging  of gifts. You 

p resen ts  to your fr iends and relatives-^ 
som etim es ju s t  because  it  is Christmas; 
bu t a gift is no t a gift w ithou t love 
behind it. Most people do no t realize 

this, and so C hris tm as is to them ® 
hectic  strugg le  to give o the rs  gifts as 
costly  as they  receive.

In olden tim es the  p rie s ts  placed boxes 

outside of the  churches to pu t money 
and o the r th ings in. T he nex t day these 
th ings w ere d is tr ibu ted  to th e  poor.

C hris tm as is confused w ith  St. Nicb' 
olas Day, and from  th is  confusion comes 

the  h ab it  of giving p resen ts . St. Nicli' 
olas Day w as the  six th  of December, on 
which day St. N icholas w as in the  hab-t 
of giving gifts.

S an ta  Claus is a  form of S an ta  ClaaS- 
(Dutch for St. N icholas). This 
w as in troduced  into E ng land  a n d  
A m erica from th e  old D utch se ttle rs  oi 
New York. In some countries , childre'^ 
place th e ir  shoes by th e  hearth ,  believ
ing th a t  if they  have been good tb® 
Christ-child will fill them . T h is  is their 
version  of the  C hris tm as myth.

W hen C hris tm as w as f i rs t  c e l e b r a t e d -  

it  w as purely  a  re ligious ceremony- 
W hen the  B ritons and o th e r  b a r b a r i a n s  

w ere converted  to  C hris tian ity , they 
sullied it. It then  becam e a season 
feas ting  and rio tous m ir th —quite  d’’ffei' 

en t from  its o rig inal purpose.
T here  a re  m any  fables connected 

C hris tm as, and one of the  m ost cotarao^ 
of the se  is the  belief th a t  a t  midnigl^* 
of C hris tm as Eve dumb b eas ts  a re  
the  pow er to speak. A no ther is tb»^ 
a t  the  sam e h our the  hand les  of 
pots or ke t t le s  will no t heat. 
origin of th e se  fables is no t known, 
m any  of the  pea san ts  in th e  old couO' 
tr ie s  believe them.

T he use of decora tions like holly 
m istle toe  a re  surv ivals  of th e  ancie^ 
Druids. T hey  w orsh iped  mistleto®’ 

which, though beautiful, i t  is a 
custom  to give m istle toe  and its 
panion, holly, prom inence  in the  ôĈ ® g
on C hris tm as.

— Mary W. W ithro^


