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Thanksgiving 1621-1943
Starvation faced the little band of Pilgrims 

huddled together on the bleak New England 
hillside. Thirty-one graves were grim re­
minders of the winter past and the meagre 
stores of a scant harvest were gi’im forebod­
ings of the winter ahead. It was proposed 
that a day be set aside for the giving of 
thanks. On the designated day a dish of 
clams and a glass of cold water wei*e set 
before Elder Brewster. He lifted his eyes 
toward heaven and gave thanks.

This year—listing them at random— ŵe 
have; the greatest production of material 
things our country has known; a New York 
department store recording profits five times 
that of any other year; a fur shop advertis­
ing: “We have sold more mink coats this 
year than in any previous year” ; a 21% 
increase hog butchering; a 10% increase in 
the orange crop; etc., etc.

W"as it the scarcity of things in 1621 and 
is i t  the abundance of things in 1943 that 
makes thanksgiving? Scarcely that. Rather 
it  is the mercy of our God abundant in days 
of adversity as well as in days of prosperity. 
It is the eternal promise, “Fear thou not; 
for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I 
am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I 
will.hplp thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteousness. Behold, 
all they that were incensed against thee shall 
be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as 
nothing; and they that strive with thee shall 
perish.”

Herein lies the thanksgiving of every vear!

Book Reviews ...
F r om  t h e  L a n d  of  S i l e n t  P e o p l e  by Robert 

St. John. Halcyon House, Garden City, New 
York, 1943, 353 pp.

As a youngster in World W ar I, Robert St. 
John began his wandering career swabbing 
decks in the transport service of the U. S. 
Navy. During succeeding years, as a journal­
ist, he has literally covered the world with 
particular emphasis on the international polit­
ical scene. Few writers have his familiarity 
with the tangled skein of Balkan relationships. 
He was heard on this subject recently over the 
CBS University of Chicago round table. A 
realist, a keen observer with a deftness of de- 
sci’iption comparable to Richard Harding 
Davis, he unfolds his tale of the “Silent 
People” of southeastern Europe, a graphic 
“action picture” covering but a few weeks and 
detailing incidents from Belgrade to the Greek 
peninsula during the Nazi invasion.

St. John’s diary begins a t Belgrade in April 
1941 as bombs rained on the doomed city. I t  
continues through Sarajevo where nearly 
thirty years ago, the assassination of an Aus­
trian Archduke ignited the flame of the other 
war; thence on to Budva on the Yugo-SIavian 
coast of the Adriatic and by small boat to

Corfu, Petras, Argos, Crete, eventually to re­
spite a t Alexandria, Egypt, where war seemed 
distant, unreal, almost non-existent in the 
splendor of the Majestic Hotel where women 
in organdy and men in white linen suits 
danced on roof gardens and leisurely sipped 
cocktails, with the soi'did side of war among 
the “unrnentionables.”

In conclusion, he comments:
“I didn’t make pleasant remarks in my nar­

rative. . . . But I have told j^ou now all tha t 
I saw and heard and smelled, and just a bit 
of what I thought, during a few weeks of war.

This book will not please you. Yet it will 
inspire the thinking process, and nearly every 
American who reads it will be inclined to 
tighten the belt with a determination tha t 
these things may not happen again.
— Reviewed by Lieut. Ray C. Witter, USNR  

Academic Department

Sunday Divine Services

Protestant .....................  1000 Memorial Hall
Roman Catholic ..........  0616 Gerrard Hall

1000 Hill Music Hall
Jewish ............................ 1000 Graham Memorial

* * «
Chaplain’s Office H ours: Daily, 0830-1700;

Monday and Wednesday, 0830-1800.
Father Sullivan will be in Chaplain’s Office on 

Tuesdays, 1845-1930.
Confessions: Saturdays in Gerrard Hall, 1900- 

2015.

Male Call Heart Chart

by Milton Caniff, creator of “Terry and the Pirates’ — (CNS)

B A ^ I C  F I E L D )  M A N U A L  ( U N O F F I C I A L )

JUNGLE WARFARE
(  HOME FRONT VAKIETy^

DEFENSE:
TRY THI$

ACCLIM ATIO N:
IN JUN0LE WARPASE THE 
E N E M IE S  AE£ MAKl AMP 
NATtlKE- VOU FIMP
VOUR^ELP ALONE, TA K E 
IT EA5V —  P O N 'T  BE C OM E  

P A N I C K V . . .

t .

fm
OR THIS

SIGNAL COMMUNICATION.-
semaphore and WI6WAa6lN6^^ [TM
MAY s m e  FRIENDLY TKOOP$>  ̂ . 1̂*1 ]■

THE VM6£^d\}6> 0HE9  
ARB  ^OM ETIM E^ HARP 
TO tPE N TIFV  AT H R $T  

(YOU CAM BE ^rnZE WHEN 
T H e V fT A R T  TO COlU)

LfQUIPS:
BE gURE O F 
WHAT YOD PKINK 

-VOL) M16UT6ET  
BOILED

&

Q ! ■MENTAL’ ATTITUOE#
IN THE ABSENCE OF /  
VOUR C .0.,U 5E  YOUR.''

IMA6IMATI0N

FRIBNPLY NATIVES:
BE C A R S F iJL -T H E y  
/MAY TURN You OVER 
TO THE ENEAAY...

»)

VENOMOUS CREATURES
OF MANY VAKIETIE$ 'M A Y  &E 
ENCOUNTEREP... P O  THE R I6 H T  
TH IN 6  ANP YOU HAVE NOTHIN(j 
TO WORRY A B OUT...TH15 BRAWL 

WON'T LA4T PO R EV ER  i

C L IP  THI$ ANP SEND IT TO THAT  
CERTAIN PARTV. CIVILIANS PON'T 
HAVE ALL YOUR. A P V A N T A 6E ^ i .. .
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