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President Raymond Firestone

New Company Chairman
H arvey  S. F irestone Jr .  has 

re linqu ished  the  ti tle  of com ­
pany  chief executive  officer to 
his b rother, R aym ond C. F i r e ­
stone, p residen t of the  company. 
H arvey  S. F irestone Jr.,  cha ir ­
m an and  chief executive  officer 
since 1948, announced  the  r e ­
sponsibility  change in  May, after 
he had  reached  age 65.

He becam e actively  associated 
w ith  the  com pany in Nov., 1920, 
hav ing  been elected a d irector 
in Ju ly  of th e  prev ious year; 
was elected vice p res iden t in 
Oct., 1929 and  p residen t in 
Nov., 1941.

He is the  eldest son of the  late 
H arvey  S. F irestone, who found ­
ed the  com pany in  1900.

R aym ond C hristy  F irestone, 
fou rth  son of Mr. and Mrs. 
H arvey  S. F irestone, was born  
in A kron, Sept. 6, 1908. He jo in ­
ed the  com pany in 1933 at Los

Angeles a f te r  com pleting the  
F irestone sales - class course. 
S ubsequently  he  becam e a com ­
m ercia l salesm an, store m a n ag ­
er, d istric t store supervisor and 
assistant m anager of the  com ­
p an y ’s sou theastern  sales zone.

In 1935 he was appoin ted  
R ichm ond (Va.) d istric t m a n ag ­
er, and a y ea r  la te r  w as assigned 
to the  new  F irestone p lan t a t 
Memphis, Tenn. In  1937 he b e ­
cam e presiden t of the  F irestone 
T ire & R ubber C om pany of 
Tennessee.

R aym ond C. F irestone was 
elected a director of the  p a re n t 
com pany in Jan., 1942. He was 
transfe rred  to A kron  in early  
1949, as vice p residen t in  charge 
of research  and developm ent. In 
Jan., 1954 he w as elected execu ­
tive vice president, and th ree  
years la te r  w as chosen presiden t 
of the  company.

Top Honor To Rickey Kesseil

Awards To 35 Boy Scouts
Within a little less than three years in the Boy Scouts, 

Frederick Charles (“Ricky)” Kesseil has earned an outstand­
ing record—crowned last month with the Harvey S. Fire- 
ston Jr. Scouting Award.

•̂̂ htseeing

Camp Firestone

Subterranean 
Wonderland

Millions of years ago this 
ontinent creased into a 
niile and the Southern Ap- 

P^Jachians came into being, 
^derground rivers teamed 

wind and frost to begin 
Âeir sculpturing. One of the 
^sults was Linville Caverns 

^ on ly  known underground 
Passages of any size in North 
^^rolina.
, -̂ he Caverns are at the 
p^ad of Linville Valley and 

in McDowell County

on US 221 and four miles 
south of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. One of the many 
outstanding sightseers’ at­
tractions of the ‘holiday 
highlands’ and easily visited 
within a short traveling dis- 
ance from Camp Firestone 
on Lake James near Marion, 
the Caverns lie deep inside 
Humpback Mountain.

Opened to the public in 
1937, it is one of the state’s 
year-round scenic wonders, 
visited annually by thou­
sands from every state and 
many foreign countries.

Straight down for 1500 
feet and beneath millions of 
tons of granite are a maze of 
tortuous tunnels, rooms, fan­
tastic rock formations and 
“bottomless” pits carved into

the heart of the mountain by 
buried rivers centuries ago.

A tour takes 45 minutes. 
Guided parties leave every 
12 minutes. Since parties 
must pass at wide points 
along the route, guides syn­
chronize their watches and 
stay on schedule. Much of 
the walking is on paved and 
bridged walkways. Caverns 
are electrically illuminated— 
much of it in color to high­
light the beauty of rock for­
mations. (Photos: NC News 
Bureau)

The son of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. 
(“F red d ie”) Kesseil of 513 B ev ­
erly  Dr., he received the  com­
p an y ’s highest honor for Scout­
ing excellence a t the  annua l 
aw ards d inner in  the  Recreation 
C en te r  M ay 23.

Ricky, a m em ber of Troop 21 
sponsored by St. Jo h n ’s M eth ­
odist Church, joined the  Scout­
ing p rogram  in Ju n e  of 1960. A t 
15, he is a L ife Scout and  holds 
18 M erit Badges.

H e chose to serve as jun ior 
lead e r  for his Scout project, and 
is now  senior patro l leader of his 
troop. A dded to his Scout record  
are a list of ou tstanding  ach ieve­
m ents in school and church.

DURING the  one-year period 
in w hich he  was eva lua ted  for

Manager At Firestone Stores
New m anager of the  F irestone 

. ®res a t F ra n k lin  Ave. and 
jJJ^fietta St. in G astonia is J im  

oore. He rep laced  Charlie 
^  oore who tran sfe rred  to a 
^^'^estone S tore in Spartanburg ,

C.
Jim Moore is a na tive  of

 ̂ '^odruff, S. C. He has six years 
Perience w ith  F irestone Stores, 

,^ rk in g  in S p a r t a n b u r g ,

O rangeburg, S. C., and Win- 
ston-Salem  before transfe rr ing  
to Gastonia. He w as a com m er­
cial sa lesm an in  W inston-Salem .

The new  store m anager, 32, 
served four years in the M arine 
Corps. He is a B aptis t and a 
Mason.

Mrs. Moore is the  form er 
B etty  Tippett. The Moores have 
tw o children.

Rayon accounted for 52 V2 p er  cent of all fibers used in  the  
^^oduction of cord and  fabric  for tires in 1962. Nylon w en t into 
j Per cent of the  tire  production, and cotton accounted for V2 of 

cent, says the  A m erican Textile  M anufacturers Institu te .

the  F irestone aw ard  he  m ade 15 
advancem ents in Scoutcraft.

Ricky is the  18th w inner of 
the  H arvey  S. F inestone Jr . 
A w ard  a t the  G astonia plant, 
and the  firs t son of a F irestone 
Textiles em ployee to be accord ­
ed the  honor. His fa th e r  is a p ro ­
duction  staff  assistant.

He received the  trad itiona l en ­
graved  Silver M edallion—sym ­
bol of the  aw ard  nam ed  for the  
com pany cha irm an — and w as 
presen ted  a Certificate  of Merit, 
a $100 U.S. Savings Bond, and a 
check for $15. The m oney was 
suggested for use tow ard  e x ­
penses of a one-w eek s tay  a t the 
P iedm ont Scout Council’s Camp 
Schiele in T ransy lvan ia  County.

—More on page 2

Medallion 
Winner 

For 1963
Ricky Kesseil re­

ceives Scout m edal­
lion from his grand- 
f a t h e r .  N e l s o n  
K e s s e i l ,  retired 
Firestone Textiles 
plant superintend­
ent. With them are 
( f r o m  l e f t )  the 
Scout's father, A. C. 
Kesseil, T r o o p  21 
Scoutmaster Daniel 
H o g a n  and plant 
g e n e r a l  manager 
H a r o l d  M ercer .  
Ricky is the first 
member of an em ­
ployee family here 
t o  w i n  t h e  t o p  
award.


