
FLOWER: Lily of the Valley or
Hawthorne

BIRTHSTONE: Agate (ancient). 
Emerald (modern)

☆ ☆ ☆

t h e  w e a t h e r

The May sun sheds an amber 
light— W. C. Bryant 
Among the changing months,
May stands confest/The sw eet
est, and in fairest colours drest.

—James Thompson

A Doffer Thinks Out Loud •  Now is a good time to plan 
some remembrances for Mother’s Day . . . Remember May is 
off-the-job Safety Month and put its principles into practice
• • . Observe Memorial Day in its original intended meaning
• • . Forego a grudge . . . Appreciate the glories of Spring, as 
^ay walks the earth again.

May Is A Time 

Of New Life
May, the  f ifth  m o n th  of the 

n^odern year, w as the  th ird  
nionth on the  old R om an calen- 

It is com m only considered 
the last m on th  of spring. The 
’̂ ame m ay  have  come from  the  
Greek goddess Maia, m o th er  of 
Hermes; or M aia M ajesta, a lo 
cal I ta l ian  goddess of Spring, 
^hom  the  Rom ans believed 
could bless th e ir  crops.

Many cerem onies celebrated  
throughout the  ages during  M ay 
hegan f rom  the  m o n th ’s position 

the ag ricu ltu ra l year. In  the  
United S ta tes  today, the  m ost 
’notable observances this m onth  
are M other’s Day and M em orial 
Îay.

Ma y  d a y , ce lebra ted  in  the  
U.S. and  m an y  o ther  pa r ts  of the 
^orld , has  been  fixed  by  cen
turies of trad itio n  for the  firs t 
day of the  m onth . In  ages past, 
it was an  occasion for rejoicing 

the  a rr iv a l of th e  season of 
new vegetation.

Today, cerem onies are  re m 
nants of the  ancien t ag ricu ltu ra l 
and ferti l i ty  r ituals, w hen  people 
paid hom age to trees and  leaf- 
covered branches, and  the  spirit 
of vegeta tion  w as symbolized by 
some living person. This led to 
the existing  custom of honoring 
^ Queen of The May.

In England  of C haucer’s time, 
‘Fetching F low ers” was a May 

^ ay  r itua l in w hich people m ade

It Happened This Month

May
1 F irs t ad  in an  A m erican 

new spaper, Boston News 
Letter, 1704 

8 R ubber tire  pa ten ted  in  E ng
land, 1847; f irs t auto p a ten t  
filed, Rochester, N. Y., 1879 

11 Tubeless auto tire  in tro 
duced, 1947 

13 Capt. Jo h n  S m ith  and  se t
tlers a rr ived  a t Jam estow n, 
Va., to establish f irs t p e r 
m an en t English colony in 
A m erica 

21 A m erican  Red Cross o rgan 
ized, 1881; p a ten t  app lica 
tion for dem ountab le  tire- 
ca rry ing  rim, 1906 

30 F edera l w o rk m en ’s com pen
sation insurance law  e n 
acted, 1908; firs t auto  race 
on long-distance track , I n 
dianapolis, 1911

trips  to the  woods to ga ther  
flow ers to decorate  houses and 
the  v illage square. This cam e to 
be called “going a-M aying”. As 
p a r t  of the  festivities, ce lebran ts 
chose the  fa ires t m aid  of the  v il 
lage and  crow ned h er  w ith  flow 
ers as the  Queen of May, and  t?ie 
people danced around  h er  flow 
er-b ra ided  throne.

ALONG w ith  th is  custom was 
developed the practice of e rec t
ing a fixed staff  or M ay Pole 
h igh as the  m ast of a 100-ton 
ship. To th is  the  v illagers sus 
pended  w rea th s  of flowers, 
danced around  it and p layed 
games.

Police Cars Testing Firestone Tires
Firestone’s continuing p ro 

gram of proving the  exellence of 
Its tubeless tires has led to a test 
project w ith  the  G astonia police 
'department.

S evera l cru iser cars here  have 
heen ou tf itted  w ith  the  com 
pany’s n ew  w hitew all, 2-ply D e
luxe Cham pions in  a beg inn ing  
test p lan  w hich  m ay  continue 
Over a 12-month period.

L u the r  Wilson, G astonia city 
M aintenance m anager, said F ire 
stone m ade the  tes t  tires ava il 
able a t  no cost. T ires will be 
checked periodically, replaced 
According to details of the  p ro 
gram, and  k ep t in good runn ing  
Condition.

The com pany’s ex tensive te s t 
ing of its new  2-ply tubeless tire  
on tax i fleets, rac ing cars and 
elsew here  has a lready  es tab 
lished a good repu ta tion  for the 
tire s’ perform ance, endurance 
and  service.

Com pany engineers point out 
th a t  the  2-ply t i re ’s m ajo r  fea 
tu re  is m inim ized h ea t  bu ildup  
a t  sustained speeds, thus allow 
ing for ex tended  tire  life.
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One thing you can still get for 
a penny is your incorrect weight.

They Gave 

Generously

Ralph Johnson, manager of employee relations (second from 
right), presented a transistorized radio to each 4-gallon blood con
tributor (from left): Luther Brown, Gene Carson and Thomas 
Turner.

41 CHARTER MEMBERS

Optimist Club Organized
Thom as E. Gibson Jr .  \yas 

elected p residen t of the  O ptim ist 
Club of F irestone w hich  w as 
charte red  here  in April. F reddie 
Elkins was chosen firs t vice 
presiden t and P ay to n  Lewis 
second vice president. O ther 
officers are L u th e r  C. Brown, 
secreta ry -treasurer , and A lfred 
Caskey, sergean t-a t-arm s.

The new  organization has 41 
ch a r te r  m em bers, all em ployees 
of F irestone or m em bers  of F ire 
stone families. The club, spon
sored by  the G astonia Noon O p
tim ist Club, m eets a t F irestone 
Recreation C enter the  firs t and 
th ird  Tuesday evenings of each 
m onth.

I t  is the  firs t O ptim ist club to 
be organized w ith  a trad e  nam e 
in its title. P residen t Gibson 
points out th a t  this was a p 
proved by O ptim ist In te rn a t io n 
al, w ith  the s tipulation  th a t  the 
club be operated  as a pro jec t of 
the to tal p lan t com m unity.

Selected as members of the 
board of directors were Ray 
Thomas, Carl Stewart Sr., Earl 
Redding, Ken Stephenson, Oli
ver Hardee and Thomas A. 
Grant.

C h arte r  m em bers o ther  than  
the officers and board  m em bers 
are; W. B. W ard, Jesse  F. Liles, 
D eaver Jolly , M elvin S tew art, 
W illiam Barnhill, D enny D ock
ery, L arry  Z. Thomas, Jam es G. 
Burr, I ra  Neil Broadw ay, Leroy 
Posey, W illard  C arringer, R ob
e r t  L. Ramsey.

Also J. A. H aney, J. G. Tino 
Jr., John  Mercer, Lee Norville, 
W. C. McGinnis, Thom as Case, 
Hal Dean C raw ford, E lam  K ay- 
lor, Ben T. H a n n a ,  Milligan 
Ramsey, Jam es Reel, and: O’Neil 
Gamble, Roland Jolly, Horace R. 
Hughes, C r a m e r  McDaniel, 
F ra n k  E. Capps, William Collins 
Jr., and Ronnie Rum felt.

One of the  c lub’s first projects 
is sponsorship of a L ittle  League 
baseball team.

At a Recreation Center lunch
eon in April the company and 
the local Red Cross recognized 
Firestone blood donors who had 
established 1, 2 and 4-gallon 
records. One-gallon donors were 
presented a sterling mechanical 
pencil engraved with name and 
blood contribution; the 2-gallon  
donors received a sterling en 
graved pen. Those h o n o r e d  
(front row, from left):

Coy Bradshaw, Joe Givens, 
Lloyd Hope, Opal Bradley, John  
Fender. Second row: Deuel Red
ding, Horace Hughes, Lennell 
Keenum, Coy Davis, Hansford 
Wilkes, James Burr and David  
Smith.

Bradshaw, Givens, Redding, 
Hughes, Keenum, Davis and 
Wilkes have 2-gallon records; 
the others, 1 gallon. Not in pic
ture: Dillard Palmer and C. M. 
Parham, both 1 gallon.

IR Manager 

Heads GPA
A lvin Riley is p residen t o£ 

G aston P ersonnel Association for 
the 1965-66 year. T he  F irestone 
industria l rela tions m anager was 
chosen last m onth  to head  the 
organization which is m ade up 
of people in adm in is tra tive  p e r 
sonnel w ork  or re la ted  fields.

G PA  m em bersh ip  em braces 
G aston C ounty  and portions of 
th ree  ad jo in ing  counties. The 
G aston un it  is one of five ch ap 
ters in Region 2 affilia ted  w ith  
the A m erican Society of P erso n 
nel A dm inistration ,

fOR SAFE TRAVEL -

Check Driving, Review
And Rededicate

Highway deaths in 1962 topped the 40,000 
JJiark in the United States. Last year the 
'highways were stained with blood of 48,000 
Persons. As 1965 is well along, the 50,000 
^ark is not far away.

Added to the deaths last year were 
^>840,000 persons injured on highways, 
streets and roads.

Excessive speed still holds top place in the

list of injury and fatality causes, with driv
ing on the wrong side of the road and reck
less driving taking second and third places 
in that order. Add to driver error and bad 
judgment the mechanical malfunction of 
the vehicle as a major cause of highway 
tragedy.

And what can we do? For safe operation, 
check vehicles at the free Firestone inspec
tion lanes this month. Review our driving 
habits and set out to improve them. Rededi
cate ourselves to practicing safe pedestrian 
habits and teaching them to other members 
of our families.

May is off-job safety month.

Speaking Of 111 and Phrasing Ware . . .
As Firestone people conscious of the quality we 

strive to build into our company’s products, we sub
scribe to a truth expressed by the ancient Roman 
poet, Plautus:

“Good merchandise finds a ready buyer.” In later 
times, the English writer George Herbert, enlarging 
upon Plautus’ observation, noted: “111 ware is never 
cheap. Pleasing ware is already half sold when it 
reaches the market.”

William Buchanan
M em orial services for W illiam 

B. B uchanan  w ere conducted 
A pril 14 a t Beech A venue B ap 
tist C hurch  and in te rm en t was 
in G aston M em orial P ark .

Buchanan, a F irestone em 
ployee for 30 years, was a w eav 
er. S evera l years  ago a photo 
g raph  of his hands holding a

shu tt le  as the sym bol of his 
trad e  w on for F irestone News 
f irs t aw ard  in  industria l com 
petition  of the  South  A tlan tic  
Council of Industr ia l Editors.

B uchanan  was a deacon and 
trea su re r  of Beech A venue 
C h u r c h .  S urv iv ing  are  his 
widow, Delia B eaver B uchanan  
—a F irestone re tiree—a son, 2 
daughters, 2 bro thers, 6 sisters 
and 12 grandchild ren .

L


