
Lots

Plaques

Work

There w ere 12 deparlmental "Key Man" 
winners for the first month of the Zero D e 
fects program at Gastonia. Front row, from 
left: Helen Heffner, warp preparation; H a
zel Splawn (she also accepted plaque on b e
half of splicing as departmental ZD winner); 
Minnie Kilby, administration. Second: W il
liam Hall, 2nd floor twisting; Clifford W al

drop, w eaving (synthetics); Horace Hughes 
(who also received plaque for his depart
ment's ZD performance). Third: Anderson  
Lynn, spinning; B. J. Bumgardner, 5th floor 
twisting; J o h n  Shaw, warehouse; Colin 
Quinn, fabric treating. Not in picture was  
the 12th "Key Man" Earl McMillian, 4th 
floor twisting (synthetics).

Hughes First ‘Craftsman’
His recognition was a double-header, Horace Hughes 

of the shop was named Outstanding Craftsman of the Month 
in the Zero Defects awards program for February—the most 
recent period for which the “score” has been added up.

He was also named Firestone Textiles Craftsman of 
the Month for the same period.

He became the first person to be so honored in the in
dividual awards program since the ZD plant went into serv
ice at Gastonia Feb. 1.
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TV Classes 
For Supervisors

E d u c a t i o n  b y  t h e  “going 
m ed ium ” began  here  for the 
firs t tim e w hen  m em bers of the  
p la n t supervisory  staff w ere  in 
troduced to learn ing  courses 
via TV.

The pioneering  video course, 
“Controlling Em ployee T u rn 
over and  A bsentee ism ”, began  
in  la te  F eb ru a ry  and  continues 
to m id-April. Each one-hour 
s e s s i o n  for eigh t successive 
w eeks in  the  R ecreation  C enter 
fea tu res  a 30-m inute lec tu re  by  
Dr. George H eaton, w ell-know n 
m anagem en t consultant.

His p resen ta tion  is followed 
by a conference session directed  
by R alph  Johnson, em ployee r e 
lations m anager. The TV lecture 
is p resen ted  over C harlo tte  
channel 18.

The course is sponsored r e 
gionally  by the  Education  F oun 
dation  for Com m erce and  In 
dustry , Charlotte . I t  is produced 
by the  Education Resources 
Foundation , th e  South  C arolina 
E ducationa l Television N etw ork  
and  N orth  C arolina S ta te  U ni
vers ity—Raleigh.

A s tuden t guide helps to d i
rec t the  conference sessions fol
lowing the  w eekly  TV lectures.

H. T. ALDRIDGE

Help for the Blind
T hirty -n ine  years  ago, on 

A pril 25, the  firs t dog tra in ed  in 
the  U nited  S tates to lead  the 
blind, w as presen ted  as a See- 
ing-Eye guide. Since then, m any  
services for the  b lind  have  been  
established and  a n u m b er of o r
ganizations and  groups ex ist to 
conserve sight.

H. T. A ldridge, superv isor in

aims a t  hav ing  the  cam p ac
com m odate the  m ost people pos
sible during  a season. Each year, 
the  industria l rela tions d ep a r t 
m e n t requests  th a t  em ployees 
w ith  applications use them  on 
the dates a rranged  for. If chang 
ed plans call for a cancellation, 
le t  th e  IR d ep a r tm e n t know  as 
fa r  in  advance as you can, so 
anyone else can enjoy the  cam p 
facilities.

JOIN
OPERATION 
‘BIG Cleanup’

IN APRIL AND 
EVERY MONTH

SOME
SIGHTS AND SOUNDSRed Clay

On Gastonia motel signboard: Help Stamp Out Home 
Cooking—EAT HERE; and at another motel: HORSE SENSE 
IS STABLE THINKING on the flashing sign •  Overheard 
at shift-change time: A little boy and girl were walking 
down the lane and he asked her, “Just who is the opposite 
sex—you or me?”

tw isting  and for years a leader 
in the Lions Club sigh t conser
vation and  services for the  
blind, says m any  people are u n 
aw are  of he lps  ava ilab le to p e r 
sons w ith  sight loss.

F or exam ple, the  A m erican 
F oundation  for the  Blind m akes 
free loan of “ta lk ing  books”— 
recordings of g rea t books—to 
persons legally blind. The AFB 
also has free loan on phono
graphs to p lay recordings. In  
N orth  Carolina, you m ay get in 
fo rm ation  on this service by 
w riting  A m erican F oundation  
for th e  Blind, M ansion P a rk  
Building, Raleigh.

A no ther organization operates 
to supply  tra ined  leader dogs. 
In form ation on this service m ay 
be ob ta ined  by w riting  Dogs for 
th e  Blind, Rochester, Mich., 
48062

WEATHER
PATTERN •  Now the noisy winds are siill; April's coming up the 

hill! A ll the spring is in her train.
Led by shining ranks of rain. Pit. pat, patter, clatter.
Sudden sun and clatter-patter.

April: Grass 

Bud and Flower
“See w here  she sits upon the  

grassie greene,” so goes an  Old 
English line on April. I t ’s the 
firs t fu ll m on th  of the  G entle 
Season and  of G row ing Things. 
Susan Coolidge w ro te  of the 
fou rth  m onth;

“E very  te a r  is answ ered  by 
a blossom, E very  sigh w ith  
songs and  la u g h te r  blent, A pril 
blossoms upon  the  breezes toss 
them , A pril know s h e r  ow n and  
is con ten t”.

This m onth , w hich  poet R em y 
B elleau called “the  da in tie s t of 
them  all” , is said to have r e 
ceived its nam e as w e know  it 
from  the L a tin  “aprilis” or a 
F rench  form  “ap e rie re”, w ords 
w hich  m ean  to open, re ferring  
to p la n t life as th e ir  buds unfold  
a t this tim e of year.

Long ago the  A nglo-Saxons 
designated  A pril “O oster” or 
E aster  Month. L a ter  on the 
French  ru le r  C harlem agne m ade 
his ow n ca lendar and  w hile  it 
w as in  use, A pril w as “G rass 
Month, allud ing  to the  new  
green  of the season w hich fol
lows w inter.

In  anc ien t Rome, the  em peror 
Nero decreed th a t  A pril be 
changed to N eroneus to honor 
his ow n nam e. A t one tim e in 
F rance, the  m onth  called G er
m inal (“bud  m on th”) w as m erg 
ed w ith  F 1 o r  e a 1 (“flow er 
m o n th ”) to form  April, as it  w as 
la te r  know n to be. Som ew here 
along the  way, the  calendar- 
m akers  se ttled  on th e  30 days.

This b rings us to a note on 
gardening. A pril is the  finest 
garden-m aking  m onth  of all the 
12. Seeds of annuals can now  be 
p lan ted  in  the  ground  and  in  
our a rea  all tender p lan ts  can be 
p lan ted  in  th e  open ground.

All flowers and  vegetable 
seeds can safely be p lan ted  in 
the  open ground  th is m onth, 
and  if the  perennials  w ere  not

The BIG HUNT
Treasures of many c o l o r s  

brought out children of Fire
stone families at Gastonia for 
the traditional Spring Egg Hunt 
in the grassy hiding places of 
the company's Second Avenue  
field in late M a r c h .  Winning 
prizes for most eggs found and 
eggs "of special colors" w e r e  
James Medlin. Anglia Barney- 
castle. Regina Saunders and Rita 
Bridges.

In p h o t o ,  youngsters repre
senting all those who came to 
hunt: Gary Holder. Kathy Tay- 
1 o r a n d  (back) Linda Holder. 
The egg hunt is arranged by the 
plant recreation department.
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Louella Queen, Leila Rape

—Mary Mapes Dodge

p lan ted  earlier, th is  too sh o u ld  

be done now.
E very  m an  ough t to be able 

to sit u n d er  his ow n vine and 
fig tree, and  now  is the  tim e to 
get all these th ings in the 
ground—before real ho t w eather 
comes.
April In Our
Heritage Going back  to 1621, 
A pril 1, th a t  was the  date on 
w hich colonial people a t Ply* 
m outh, Mass. m ade Am erica’s 
firs t t rea ty  w ith  the  Indians.

George W a s h i n g t o n ,  first 
P resident, becam e the  firs t Chief 
M agistrate  to m ake  a tour of the 
S ou thern  States. This w as iî  
early  A pril of 1791. A p laque in 
Old S e tt le r’s C em etery, Chai’- 
lotte, com m em orates his visit 
th e re  w hile  on the  tour.

A pril 12, 1776 dates the  famed 
H alifax  D eclaration, f irs t such 
dec lara tion  of independence by 
an  A m erican  colony.

W ashington, N. C. becam e the 
firs t A m erican  tow n  to be nam ' 
ed for the  F a th e r  of O ur Coun
try. N am ing date: A pril 13, 1782. 
O ther  m em orable  A pril dates: 
12 1861 A ttack  on F o rt Sum

ter, beginning Civil W ar 
19 1775 F irs t  a rm ed  conflict

of W ar for Independence,

Lexington, Mass.
30 1789 G e o r g e  W ashington

inaugura ted  firs t U.S. Presi
den t
Parting Thoughts ® Said Josh 

Billings: “I enjoy a good laugh 
—one th a t  rushes out of a man s 
soul like the b reak ing  up of  ̂
S unday  school.”

Reserve some tim e in A prils  
30 days to reflect, d r if t  a little 
. . .  to be enchan ted  by the 
m iraculous a t m o s p h e r e  of 
Spring.

Twisting (synthetics)—Elease C o l e .  
Katie Elkins, Catherine Fletcher

Warp Preparation—Elmina Bradshaw, 
Nell Bolick

W arehouse—Harold Robinson, Israel 
Good, Rosevelt Rainey 

Weaving (cotton)—Ruth Veitch
Weaving (synthetics)—Ann C o s e y . 

Mayzelle Lewis


