
'T tre^fone
Textiles Company

AUGUST • 1976
Gastonia Bennettsville Boivhng Green
North Carolina South Carolina Kentucky

Bank Officer
F red erick  C. K essell th is  sum 

m er w as p rom oted  to associate 
tru s t investm en t officer for 
T ru s t C om pany B ank  of A tlan ta, 
G a H e w as also nam ed  cha ir 
m an  of th e  bond  com m ittee, 
w hich oversees fixed-incom e in- 
tre s t  in  excess of $800 million.

His fa the r, A. C. “F red d ie” 
Kessell, is a superv iso r in Nylon 
T reating  a t G astonia. F re d er ick ’s 
g ra n d fa th e r  N elson K essell is a 
re tire d  sup e rin ten d en t of the  
G astonia p lant.

As a Boy Scout in  G astonia,

Nearly $80,000
Firestone employees and 

retirees received nearly $80,- 
000 through the company’s 
t i r e  purchase - refund pro
gram during the first six 
months of fiscal 1976.

In  the  fo u r y ears  th e  p lan  has 
been going, the  com pany  m ade 
66,915 re funds w o rth  $693,118

No Injury
Carl Smith of TC Weaving 

has a special appreciation foi 
safety eyeglasses. It's routine to 
wear eye protection on the job 
—and in Carl's case, off the job 
too.

The weaver lives on a work
ing farm near Kings Mountain 
State Park out from Clover, S.C. 
In his barn workshop one day 
this summer he was drilling a 
hole in a piece of steel, making 
a replacement point for a culti
vator.

The bit of the electric drill 
snapped, driving the m issile into 
a lens of Carl's glasses. From  
the impact, a heavily-crazed sur
face but no shattering and no 
eye injury. He brought the dam 
aged glasses to work to show  
people what a close call he had. 
He'd rather not talk about what 
likely would have been, without 
his safety glasses that day.

TIRE-PURCHASE 
REFUNDS

th rough  th e  firs t h a lf  of th e  year.

The p rogram  provides em 
ployees and  re tirees  an  e x tra  
cash re fu n d  in  addition  to the  
regu la r  discount on purchase  of 
new tires. R efunds range  from  
$1 to $5, depending  on type. The 
refund  p lan  w orks th is  w ay:

•  You select th e  tires  you 
w an t from  y o u r F irestone  store 
or dea le r  and  pay  th e  norm al 
em ployee d iscount price. Take 
the  com pleted  sales slip to the  
industria l re la tions o r personnel 
office a t th e  p la n t  w here  you 
work. There, th e  “Em ployee T ire 
P u rchase  R efund  R equest” fo rm  
S-7430 is filled in  and  approved. 
The office sends th e  fo rm  to 
Akron, giving you  the  p rov ided  
portion  for y o u r  records.

A fter  the  form  is processed a t 
t h e  com pany’s headquarte rs , 
you r re fu n d  check  is m ailed  d i
rec tly  to you.

•  F o r  re tire d  persons: You 
m ay get a form , com plete it  and  
send along w ith  th e  tire -pu r-  
chase sales slip, to address p r in t 
ed on form. No approval is n ee d 
ed in th is  case. B u t in  m any  
instances w h ere  convenient, r e 
tired  people n e a r  a p la n t of F ire 
stone Textiles C om pany have  
form s filled  in  an d  m ailed  from  
the  IR  or personnel office. R e 
fund  checks a re  m ailed  d irec tly  
to th e  retiree-custom er.

F rederick  w as a w in n e r  of th e  
H arvey  S. F irestone  Jr ., S cout
ing  aw ard . H e  a tten d ed  A shley 
H igh School an d  th e  U niversity  
of N orth  C arolina w h ere  h e  r e 
ceived a degree in  business a d 
m in istra tion . H e has  a m a s te r’s 
in  business ad from  Em ory  U n i
versity . K essell has  been  w ith  
th e  A tla n ta  b an k  since 1972.

Apple 
Dolls 
at the 
Fair.

Heigh,
Ho!

Fair Time again. All across the country "That American Institu
tion" is back in business— into late Autumn. In the Carolinas and 
Kentucky, slates in which Firestone Textiles Company has people 
in its production plants, fairs have been going on since early July. 
Lots of them in August, especially in Kentucky, including the 
State Fair. There's a list in "For Fun & Adventure," page 4.

Savings Bonds Sales Up
• People of the three U.S. plants of Firestone Textiles 

Company participated in the “Take Stock In America” sales 
campaign of U.S. Savings Bonds, July 19-30. Every employee 
was contacted in the annual Savings Bonds promotion at all 
Firestone U.S. facilities.

Radials: Savers
•  Firestone tests show that 

radials can reduce fuel con
sumption by 7 to 10 per cent, 
running at constant highway  
speeds. The tests compared steel 
radial tires w ith belted-bias 
tires.

W hen th e  d riv e  began, nearly  
h a lf  of F ires tone’s 50,000 dom es
tic em ployees w ere  partic ipa ting  
in th e  program .

In  th e  Ju ly  cam paign  B en 
nettsv ille  h ad  100 p e r  cen t r e 
sponse am ong clock em ployees 
and  an  overa ll 28 per  cen t in 
c rease in  Bonds subscriptions. 
B ennettsv ille  la s t yea r  w en t 100 
p erc en t am ong all its people. I t 
and  th e  F irestone E ast P ro v i
dence, R.I., foam  products f a 
cility  led  th e  w hole com pany in  
1975 participation .

A t Gastonia, B onds-purchase 
w as 69 p e r  cen t am ong all em 
ployees w h en  th e  c a m p a i g n  
s ta rted  in  Ju ly . A t th e  end  of 
th e  subscrip tion , partic ipa tion

had  increased  to  80 per cent.
A t B ow ling G reen, B o n d s  

partic ipa tion  am ong em ployees 
increased 35 p e r  cen t over th e  
53 per  cen t figu re  a t beg inning  
of th e  Ju ly  cam paign.

GOAL of th e  cam paign  w as to 
sign up a t least h a lf  of all non 
subscribers and  to h av e  a m in i
m um  of 10 p e r  cen t of those a l
ready  buy ing  to increase pay ro ll 
deductions.

F irestone  is am ong th e  m ore 
th a n  40,000 firm s in the  country  
th a t  offer pay ro ll pu rchase  of 
Savings Bonds. O ver the  years, 
F irestone people hav e  found th a t  
buy ing  Bonds th ro u g h  pay ro ll 
savings is a  conven ien t w ay  to 

more on page 4

They’re Digging For Treasure In
Living in a tent in the remote 

bush and digging for archaeological 
treasure in the Northern reaches of 
Canada’s Alberta province. It’s the 
summertime project of Brenda and 
Cort Sims and five others of the 
camp, making digs for the Provin
cial government through August.

Brenda, d au g h te r  of G eorge an d  Ra- 
m elle  H igh of G astonia (he w orks in 
TC T w isting  a t  F irestone), v isited  her  
p a re n ts  and  a fo rm er classm ate liv ing 
in A labam a in  Ju ly . She re tu rn e d  hom e 
to Edm onton  and  th e n  on some 350 
m iles n o rth  to join th e  crew  in  th e  
G ard iner  L akes and  B irch  M ountains 
a rea  below  W o o d  Buffalo N ational 
P ark .

They're hunting and  digging fo r a r t i 
facts and  w h a t they  f ind  and  p rese rve  
w ill be  p laced  in  C anad ian  m useum s. 
The r e g i o n  holds Ind ian  and  p re 
h istoric  treasures.

E a r lie r  th is sum m er, B renda  and  C ort 
w orked  for th e  A lb erta  h ighw ays de 
p a r tm e n t in  th e  P eace  R iver Region, 
su rvey ing  to d e te rm in e  dig locations.

F o r four days th ey  w ere  bogged dow n 
in  m ud  from  h eavy  ra ins— even th e ir  
a l l- tra in  vehicle  w ou ldn ’t go. They 
lived ou t of a tru c k  du ring  th e  ex p e 
rience.

On th e  G a r d i n e r  L akes p ro jec t 
th rough  la te  Sum m er, th e  crew  is spon 
sored by th e  B oreal In s titu te  of N o rth 
e rn  Studies.

Going to th e  site, they  trav e l from  
Edm onton by  tru c k  to F t. M cKay above 
Ft. M cM urray (largest tow n  in  th a t  
n o r th e rn  area) an d  tran sfe r  w ith  th e ir  
supplies to he licop ter or floa t plane.

In  th e  Ft. M cM urray reg ion  they  
‘m in e’ oil, said  B renda, by  processing 
th e  ea r th  to separa te  th e  oil i t  has 
absorbed.

☆  ☆  ☆

•  W ild and  p ic tu resque  B irch  M oun
ta in  reg ion  of A lberta  is n o t th e  m ost- 
p re fe rred  p lace th e  average touris t 
w ould  visit. B renda  Sims, h e r  husband  
Cort and  five o thers  a re  digging for 
ar tifac ts  w est of th e  u p p er end of 
A thabasca River.

Upper Alberta
ON THE DIG sites a t  G ard in e r  L akes 

m em bers  of th e  crew  live in  ten ts  and  
keep contact w ith  the  outside by  radio. 
They take  tu rn s  cooking cam pfire  st^ le  
and  do th e ir  ow n lau n d ry  in  w a te r  
from  lakes and  stream s.

“T h ere ’re  no snakes th a t  fa r  north .

b u t lots of voracious m osquitoes,” B re n 
da reports, add ing  th a t  th e re ’s p len ty  
of w ild life—birds, bear, moose, buffalo, 
deer and  ‘li t t le r ’ creatures . A nd a  fas 
cinating  w orld  of fo rest and  o th e r  p lan t 
life.

S he said th a t du ring  S um m er d ay 
ligh t is extended , w ith  as l i ttle  as four 
hours rea l darkness. “Good fo r  getting  
a lot of digging done.”

B renda a tten d ed  W ake F o rest U n i
v ers ity  on a F irestone Scholarship, r e 
ceiving a degree in sociology-anthro- 
pology in  1969. She m et Cort on a vaca 
tion archaeological digging p ro jec t on 
the  S nake R iver in  his n a tiv e  Idaho.

SINCE GOING to C anada, she has 
ea rned  a M aster of C ity  P lan n in g  de
gree from  U niversity  of M anitoba. She 
is on leave from  a consulting  f irm  of 
arch itects  and  p lanners. A fte r  th is  
S u m m er’s dig is ended  in  la te  A ugust, 
she and  Cort w ill a t te n d  a m eeting  of 
archeologists in Las Vegas, Nev.

B ack in E dm onton  by  ea rly  S ep tem 
ber, B renda  w ill resum e w o rk  in  r e 
gional and  rec rea tiona l p lanning . Cort, 
w ho ea rn ed  a MA degree  in  a n th ro 
pology from  U niversity  of M anitoba, 
w ill con tinue study  to w ard  th e  Ph.D  a t 
U n iversity  of A lberta .


