
PIEDMONT FILES APPLICATION 
TO W ASHINGTON

PROPOSES CHARLOTTESVILLE- 

WASH IN G T O N  E X TE N S IO N

In a surprise move th is  w eek. Piedmont 

A ir l in e s  f i le d  an a p p lic a t io n  w ith  the 

C iv i l  A e ronautics  Board to  extend Pace

maker serv ice  from presently  authorized 
stops at Lynchburg and C h a r lo t te s v il le ,  

V ir g in ia ,  to  W ashington, D . C .

A lth o u g h  Piedmont has long been au th 

o r ized  to  serve C h a r lo t te s v i l le ,  there 

has not been a su itab le  a irport a v a ila b le ,  

and serv ice  has never been inaugurated. 

H ow ever, construc tion  o f  an a irport has 

been in progress fo r  some t im e , and i t  

appears th a t i t  w i l l  be ready fo r use in 

the near fu tu re .

C h a r lo t te s v il le 's  geographic loca t ion  

proposes a kn o tty  opera tiona l prob lem . 

S ituated some 70 miles northeast o f 

Lynchburg and 90 m iles northwest o f 

Richmond, serv ice  to  C h a r lo tte sv il le  

w ould  crea te  a long dog leg on tha t po r

t io n  o f  the rou te . Present route a u tho r i
za t io n  w ou ld  require the Company to  

operate L yn chbu rg -C ha r lo ttesv il le -R ic h -  

mond, g re a t ly  increasing the f ly in g  tim e 

and m aking our Roanoke-Richmond ser

v ic e  fa r  less d e s irab le . As a m atter o f 

fa c t ,  under these circumstances, f ly in g  

tim e  Roanoke-Richmond wou ld  not be a 

great deal less than  d r iv in g  t im e . O p e r 

a tion  over the  route as presently  au tho r

ized cou ld  o n ly  mean an increased need 

fo r  subsidy combined w ith  a loss in 

reve n u e .

Add to  th is the fa c t tha t C h a r lo tte sv il le 's  

prim ary  com m unity  o f  in terest lies not 

w ith  p resently  au tho rized  stops but w ith  

W ash ing ton , and i t  is im m ed ia te ly  appar

ent tha t inaugura tion  o f  service to  C har

lo t te s v i l le  as p resently  au thorized  could 

not be o the r than a burden, and would 

not p rov ide  C h a r lo t te s v il le  w ith  g rea t ly  

needed se rv ice .

Since Am erican  A ir l in e s  ended service to  

Tri C it ie s  and Lynchburg, both o f those 

communities have ind ica ted  th e ir  urgent 

need fo r  d ire c t ,  one -p la n e  service to 

W ash ing ton . Both o f  these communities 

have strong ties w ith  W ashington, and 

requ ire  q u ic k  a ir  se rv ice . Both communi

ties  have in d ica te d  tha t w ith  approval o f
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Piedmont's Washington a p p lica tio n , th e ir  

needs fo r  a ir  service w i l l  have been met.

In an e ffo rt  to  fo resta ll a prolonged p ro 

ceed ing , the Company, in its a p p lic a 

t io n  has urged the Board to  take im medi

ate ac tion  on the p roposa l. Since the 

Company believes tha t th is extension 

wou ld  d ive rt l i t t le  or no t ra f f ic  from other 

carr ie rs , i t  is fe l t  tha t such ea rly  action  

is com p le te ly  ju s t if ie d ,  p a rt ic u la r ly  in 

v ie w  o f the econom ic hardship which 

wou ld  fa l l  upon the Company should we 

be required to  serve C h a rlo tte sv il le  under 

ex is t ing  au tho r iza t io n .

“W e l l ,  Bully  for you  I " 

(C o u r te sy  " A lu m ln a t io n "  M a g a z in e )

SOMETIME

Sometime, when you 're  fe e lin g  im portan t, 

Sometime, when your ego's in b loom. 

Sometime, when you take it  fo r  granted 

Y ou 're  the most q u a lif ie d  in the room - -

Sometime, when you feel tha t your going 

W ould leave an u n f i l la b le  hole - -  

Just fo l lo w  this simple in s t ru c t io n .

And see how it  hurribles your s o u l.

Take a bucket and f i l l  i t  w ith  water.

Put your hand in i t  up to  the wrist.

Pull i t  out and the hole tha t is rem ain ing 

Is a measure o f  how you w i l l  be missed.

You may splash a ll you please when you 
enter,

You can s tir  up the w ater ga lore;

But stop, and y o u 'l l  f ind  in a m inute 

That i t  looks qu ite  the same as be fo re .

The moral in this great example 

Is do just the best tha t you can;

Be proud o f yourse lf,  but remember. 

There's no indispensable man.

A u tho r Unknown

RAILROADS VS. AIRLINES: BE INFORMED

The November 8 issue o f "American A v ia t io n "  carries an outstanding e d ito r ia l on page 

17, by Wayne W . Parrish, Editor and Publisher o f th is M ag a z in e . Because o f its t im e -  
liness, portions o f M r .  Parrish's a r t ic le  are reproduced he rew ith .

"The railroads have massed th e ir  potent propaganda guns w ith  the o b je c t iv e  o f  b lasting 

the carriage o f  f irs t class le tte r  mail by the a ir l in es . . .The railroads wou ld  have the 

p u b iic  b e lieve  they  can carry  le tte r  mail cheaper b u t . .  .the  rails  are g e tt ing  3 3 . 26<J 

per ton m ile  w h ile  the a ir l ines are ge tt ing  18 to  20(J. . .The a ir l ines  can expect to  be 

faced w ith  considerable m isinformation in p r in t .  Donald I.  Rogers, business and f in a n 

c ia l e d ito r  o f  the  N .  Y .  Herald Tribune wrote a . . .  p iece based w h o l ly  on ra i lroad  — 

furnished m is in form ation, ended w ith  " i t  seems unwise to  uproot the system". Is the 

pu b lic  to  be deprived o f the most expeditious hand ling  o f  mails just because the ra ils  
have had a monopoly fo r a cen tu ry?

"N o  one doubts the railroads ore faced w ith  some ove rw he lm ing ly  tough econom ic 

problems. N o  one doubts the na tion needs the ra ilroads. But it  is unfortuna te  tha t the 

railroads in th e ir  s lap-happy e ffo rt to  f ind  a lib is  fo r  th e ir  m is take s .. .have determ ined 

to  aim th e ir  guns at the  a ir l in e s . . . .They would do much be tter to  get th e ir  own houses 
adjusted to  today's and tomorrow's w o r ld . "

We fee l tha t M r .  Parrish's ed ito r ia l and a covering  a r t ic le  on Page 32 o f  "A m erican  

A v ia t io n "  fo r November 8 , are so rea lis t ic  tha t we urge every Piedmont employee to  

read the issue and heed i t  w e l l .  I f ,  in some f ie ld s ,  the  railroads have become obsolete, 

we should not mourn th e ir  passing any more than we d id  tha t o f  the  Pony Express. The 

railroads serve a v i ta l  func tion  -  le t them continue to  serve it  w ith o u t p re jud ice  to  the 
a ir l ines.

I


