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ROBERT S. N O R T H I N G T O N  

V ic e  P re s id e n t -F ix e d  Base D iv is io n

O n e  o f  P ie d m o n t 's  most pe rsona b le  e x e c u t iv e s  is Bob N o r th in g to n ,  V ic e  P res ide n t-  

F ix e d  Base. Born in R ichm o nd ,  V i r g i n i a ,  Bob's fa m i ly  m ig ra ted  to  C a l i f o r n ia  w hen  he 

was f o u r .  He g rew  up in Los A n g e le s ,  a t te n d e d  U C L A ,  and f i n a l l y  the U n iv e rs i t y  of 

A r i z o n a .  W h e n  he g ro d u a te d ,  he en te re d  th e  l i f e  insurance f i e l d  as a supervisor w i th  

th e  C o n n e c t i c u t  M u tu a l  L i fe  Insurance in Los A n g e le s ,  w here  he rem ained u n t i l  e n te r 

in g  th e  A i r  Corps in  1942.

Bob was assigned to  CPT here  a t P ie d m o n t ,  and a f te r  c o m p le t io n ,  w en t th rough  Cadets, 

g r a d u a t in g  in  Ja n u a ry  o f  1944 , w i th  his co v e te d  s i lv e r  w in g s .  In N o v e m b e r ,  1945,

Bob cam e to  P ie d m o n t ,  and s h o r t ly  th e re a f te r  was a p p o in te d  Assistant to  the P res iden t.  

In J a n u a ry ,  1947 , he was e le c te d  V ic e  P res ident and D ire c to r  o f  P iedmont A v ia t i o n ,  

in w h ic h  c a p a c i t y  he has served e v e r  s in c e .  His p r im a ry  fu n c t io n  is to  d i re c t  a l l  a c t iv 

i t ie s  o f  th e  F ix e d  Base D iv is io n s  o f  the  C o m p a n y ,  bo th in W in s to n -S a le m  and N o r f o l k .

His m any a c t i v i t i e s  have  c e r t a in l y  ke p t  h im  busy . To m e n t ion  a fe w .  Bob has been on 

th e  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m it te e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A v ia t i o n  Trades A ssoc ia t ion  fo r  f i v e  years, 

was P res iden t in  1952, was President o f  N a t io n a l  A i r  T a x i  C on fe ren ce  in 1951, served 

as s p e c ia l  c o n s u l ta n t  to  th e  Defense A i r  T ransp o r ta t ion  A d m in is t r a t io n  in 1952. He is 

no w  s e rv in g  his second te rm  as P res ident o f  N o r th  C a ro l in a  A v ia t io n  Trades Association, 

and is D is t r ib u to r  V i c e  P res iden t fo r  th e  A v ia t i o n  D is t r ibu to rs  and M a nu fa c tu re rs  

A s s o c ia t io n .

Bob is m a rr ie d  to  th e  fo rm e r  M a ry  Louise Rousseau, o f  W in s to n -S a le m ,  and has a son.

Bob, J r . ,  and tw o  d a u g h te rs ,  A n n e  and 

Ja n e .  His p r in c ip a l  hobb ies  are f l y i n g ,  

h u n t in g ,  and f i s h i n g .

Bob has a t ta c k e d  his w o rk  w i t h  a ven g e a n ce  

e ve r  s ince  he has been  h e re .  Y ou  c a n ' t  

go in to  a f i e l d  east o f  th e  M iss iss ipp i w here  

his name is n ' t  w e l l  k n o w n .  O u t  o f  to w n  

a g rea t d e a l ,  w hen  at his desk , he is usu 

a l l y  surrounded by m oun ta ins  o f  papers , 

and , sans c o a t ,  b u s i ly  en gage d  in  c le a r in g  

th e  d e cks .  Bob's v i t a l i t y ,  p e rs o n a l i t y  and 

f r ie n d l in e ss  have p roven  assets to  P iedm ont 

many times o ve r  th e  yea rs .

UNITED FUND RESULTS

Piedm ont 's  share o f  the  1955 U n i te d  Fund 

cam pa ign  was co m p le te d  N o v e m b e r  2 ,  

w i t h  89 p e rce n t  o f  W ins ton -S a lem  em p loyees  

c o n t r ib u t in g  79  p e rce n t  o f  th e  cam p a ig n  

g o a l .  O f  th e  17 departm en ts  in to  w h ic h  

ou r  d r iv e  was d i v id e d ,  12 had 100 p e rce n t  

p a r t i c ip a t io n .  These w e re :  Sheet M e ta l  

Shop, A i r l in e s  Stores, F ix e d  Base Stores, 

Radio M a in te n a n c e ,  In s p e c t io n ,  P i lo ts ,  

Reservations, T ic k e t  C o u n te r ,  G e n e ra l  

O f f i c e ,  F ixe d  Base O p e ra t io n s ,  C o m m u n i 

c a t io n s ,  and A c c o u n t i n g . Two groups 

w h ic h  came v e ry  c lo se ,  and deserve  a pat 

on the  b a c k ,  w e re  A i r l i n e  M a in te n a n c e  

w i th  97 pe rcen t  and A ccessory  O v e rh a u l  

w i th  95 p e r c e n t .

W a l t  R o l l i c k ,  C ha irm an  o f  th e  D r iv e ,  was 

strong in  his pra ise  fo r  A r c h ie  Ferguson 

and John Rehder, I N T - M ,  whose sp le n d id  

assistance made ou r f in e  sho w in g  po ss ib le ,  

an d , as W a l t  made c le a r ,  th e  rea l heroes 

o f  the  D r iv e  w ere  th e  D ep a r tm e n t  C h a irm e n  

w ho  d id  th e  a c tu a l  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  The c o l 

le c t io n  o f  $ 3 ,0 3 7 .9 0  was th e  la rges t eve r  

made at P iedm ont,  as was th e  num ber o f  

em ployees c o n t r ib u t in g ,  344 o u t  o f  3 8 5 .  

The P iedm o n ito r 's  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  W a l t  

R o l l i c k  fo r  his f in e  m anagem en t and to  

each  o f  his c o -w o rk e rs  fo r  t h e i r  w o n d e r fu l  

c o o p e ra t io n .

They w e re  good to  h im  w hen  he was a k id .  

His m o the r l i k e  to  toss h im  in  th e  a i r .  It 

w o u ld  have  been fun  i f  she had e v e r  ca u g h t  

h im .
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