
UP F O R W A R D

C a p ta in  W .  C .  B ow den , J r . F irs t O f f i c e r  J .  W .  B e r r y h i l l ,  J r .

W a y  b a c k  in D e rm o tt ,  A rkansas , in  1 9 ? ? ,  CU R LEY B O W D E N  d re w  his f i r s t  b re a th .  

M e c h a n ic a l l y  i n c l in e d ,  C u r le y ,  as a k id ,  w o rke d  summers and a f te r  school in au to  

ga rage s , p la y e d  a l i t t l e  f o o t b a l l ,  and w hen  the  school bu rned d o w n ,  g ra d u a te d .  For 

th e  n e x t  f i v e  yea rs ,  he d id  just ab ou t e v e ry th in g  w i th  a w h o le sa le  g ro c e ry  c o m p a n y .  

Then CPT came a lo n g .

To e n ro l l  in  C P T , C u r le y  had to  d r iv e  from  D erm o tt  t o  P ine  B lu f f  ea ch  d a y ,  round t r i p ,  

ab ou t 150 m i le s ,  b u t he mode i t .  A f t e r  c o m p le t in g  p r im a ry ,  C u r le y  w e n t  to  L i t t le R o c k  

t o  f in is h  u p ,  w he re  he f i rs t  met S c ree chy  C le m e n t  and Roy B ro w n .

A f t e r  w o rk in g  as an in s t ru c to r  f o r  th e  A rm y  a w h i le ,  C u r le y  jo in e d  th e  A i r  Transport 

C om m and , t r a in in g  in th e  same class w i th  Z e k e  Saunders, F rank  N ic h o ls o n ,  Hoss 

D o bb ins , J a c k  P ie rc e ,  A l  K y le ,  and o th e rs .  A f t e r  c o m p le t io n ,  he was assigned to  the  

B a t t le  o f  D a l la s ,  f e r ry in g  f ig h te rs  a round the  U . S .  and A la s k a .  Lu ck  ran o u t fo r  C u r le y  

and he ca u g h t  C h in a  d u ty ,  w h e re  he spent a n o th e r  y e a r .  A t  6 0 00  fe e t  above sea le ve l ,  

t a k e - o f f  pe r fo rm a n ce  o f  C -4 7 s  load ed  to  2 9 ,0 0 0  pounds w a s n 't  e x a c t l y  s p e c ta c u la r ,  

b r e a th ta k in g ,  m a y b e ,  bu t d e f i n i t e l y  no t s p e c ta c u la r !  A n y w a y ,  he made i t ,  re tu rn ed  

to  th e  S ta tes , was d is c h a rg e d .

B ack  to  th e  ga rage he w e n t ,  n o t to o  w e l l  s a t is f ie d ,  bu t c o n te n t ,  c o n te n t  u n t i l  a le t te r  

f rom  C le m e n t  and D obb ins  p u t th e  g a so l in e  smell in  his nos tr i ls  a g a in .  N e x t  th in g  

C u r le y  k n e w ,  he had a h a nd fu l o f  th ro t t le s  a g a in ,  th is  t im e  fo r  P ie d m o n t .

A  M e th o d is t ,  S co tt ish  R ite M a so n ,  C u r le y  m a rr ied  a h o m e to w n  g i r l ,  M i l d r e d ,  spends 

much o f  his t im e  t in k e r in g  w i th  his C ro s le y ,  r id in g  he rd  on his tw o  fu tu re  C a p ta in s ,  

W a l te r  I I I ,  3 ,  and W a r re n ,  2 .  C u r le y  has ab ou t 1 0 ,0 0 0  hours to ta l  t im e ,  7 ,0 0 0  in 

D C -3 s .

J O H N  BERRYHILL was in a v ia t io n  from  th e  b e g in n in g ,  fo r  th e  d a i r y  fa rm  on w h ic h  he 

was bo rn  is now  p a rt  o f  th e  C h a r lo t te  A i r p o r t .  This must have been an om en , fo r  in 

1943, B e rryp a tch  jo in e d  th e  N a v y ,  s ta r ted  in  C adets  in '4 4 .  W hen  he g radua ted  in 

1945 , the  w a r  was o v e r ,  and he was re leased  to  in a c t iv e  d u t y .

Then i t  b e g a n .  He f l e w  a y e a r  fo r  S outhern 

A i rw a y s  F ixe d  Base in C L T ,  so ld  insurance 

fo r  a c o u p le  o f  yea rs ,  f l e w  c o p i lo t  fo r  a 

n o n -s k e d ,  w o rk e d  as an ag en t fo r  Eastern , 

and f le w  w i th  a CLT N a v a l  Reserve u n i t .  

F in a l l y ,  in  1951 , he came to  P A I ,  was 

sent to  W i lm in g to n ,  w h e re  he has been 

e v e r  s in c e .

Jo h n n y  is m a r r ie d ,  and he and Jane  have 

th re e  youngs te rs ,  R e b e cca ,  7 ,  J o h n n y ,  4 ,  

and A r t h u r ,  6  m on ths . He has ab ou t 3 ,3 0 0  

hours , 2 ,3 0 0  o f  i t  in D ougs. J o h n n y 's  a 

s to c k y ,  s a n d y -h a i re d  g u y ,  serious lo o k in g ,  

bu t w i th  an in fe c t io u s  g r in .

The P ie d m o n ito r  g reets  tw o  n ic e  guys, 

C u r le y  Bowden and Jo h n n y  B e r r y h i l l .

HAMS HAMMER HURRICANE

R A D IO  B U G S J O H N N Y  O N  THE SPOT

The v a lu e  o f  th e  a m a teu r ra d io  fans to  

A m e r ic a  was more th a n  a m p ly  dem onstra ted  

on O c to b e r  15, w hen  H u r r ic a n e  H aze l 

c lo b b e re d  W i lm in g to n .  As is th e  case w i th  

most h ig h  w in d  storms, th e  f i r s t  t h in g  to  go 

was the  long  l in e s ,  le a v in g  W i lm in g to n  

w i th o u t  te le p h o n e  o r  te le t y p e  c o m m u n ic a 

t io n s .  D r iv in g  to  w o rk  on th e  m o rn in g  o f  

th e  1 5 th ,  W a l t  R o l l i c k  was m o n i to r in g  the  

N o r th  C a ro l in a  N e tw o r k  C o n t ro l  F re qu ency  

3 8 5 4 k c ,  and lea rn e d  o f  th e  c o m m u n ica t io n s  

w a s h o u t .  W a l t  c o n ta c te d  C a p ta in  Forrest 

S h e l to n ,  w h o  also has a m o b i le  u n i t ,  and 

F o rre s t,  in  t u r n ,  c o n ta c te d  W 4 V W N ,  the  

n e tw o rk  c o n t ro l  s ta t io n  in W i lm in g to n .  A  

m o b i le  u n i t ,  W 4 A W Q ,  was d is p a tc h e d  to  

th e  W i lm in g to n  a i r p o r t ,  so th a t  ins tp jC tions  

fo r  the  ca re  o f  sh ip  4 6 V  c o u ld  be re la y e d .

There was serious co n c e rn  fo r  th e  sa fe ty  o f  

the  a i rp la n e  w hen  w inds  rose to  115 m ph , 

bu t th e  in s t ru c t io n s  re la y e d  b y  th e  im p ro 

v ised  ra d io  n e tw o rk  saved th e  d a y  w i t h  th e  

loss o n ly  o f  a ru d d e r .  W o r r ie d  P iedm ont 

p e rso n n e l ,  co n ce rn e d  fo r  th e  s a fe ty  o f  

f r ie nds  and re la t iv e s  in  W i lm in g to n ,  c h e c k e d  

on t h e i r  s i tu a t io n  th ro u g h  S h e lto n 's  c o o p e r 

a t io n  .

O n e  ra d io  am ateu r in R a le ig h  had a m o b i le

u n i t  in his ca r  w h ic h  was in  his g a ra g e .

The ga rage b le w  do w n  w h i le  he was on th e

a i r .  His p lugs go t w e t ,  s h o r t in g  o u t  his

po w e r s u p p ly ,  so he go t o u t ,  d r ie d  o f f  his 
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