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W A S H I N G T O N  N A T I O N A L  A I R P O R T  

N a t i o n ' s  C a p i t a l  N e w e s t  on R o u t e  O f  T h e  P a c e m a k e r s

The Washington N a t iona l  Airport is one  of th ree  non-m il i ta ry  airports owned  by the United States G o v e rn m e n t .  The o th e r  two  a re  in 

A la sk a .  All th ree  are ope ra ted  by the Civil  Aeronautics  Administ ra tion,  U . S .  Depar tment of C om m erce .  The a i rport  is o p e ra ted  as 
a business en terprise  and adminis te red olong the  lines of a m un ic ipa l i ty .

The a i rport  o rg a n iza t ion  isd iv lded  into th ree  pr incipal functions; Administ ra tion, Protect ion and E n g ineer ing ,  and M a in te n a n c e  . Rules 
and regula t ions  fo rmulated  by the  a i rport  have the  force and effec t  of law. Funds are  appropr ia ted  e a c h  y ea r  by Congress for the  
o p e ra t io n  of the  a i rp o r t . All revenue  derived  by the  airport is deposi ted in th e  United States Treasury and is not a v a i l a b l e  for reuse 
by the  a i r p o r t .

Three years  a f te r  const ruct ion  was in i t i a te d ,  the  airport  was opened June  16, 1941. The f ie ld  was d e d ic a te d  by th e  Pres ident of the  
United States  and turned ov e r  to  the  CAA for ope ra t io n .

Cost of bu ild ing  the  a i rpor t ,  exc lus ive  of la te r enlargements  and improvements,  was about $ 1 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

T oday,  Washington N a t io n a l  Airport is crowded  beyond its cap a c i ty  at peak  condi t ions .  C a p a c i ty  of an  a i rport  is d e te rm in ed  both 

by ground opera t ions  a n d ,  in times of instrument w ea th e r  opera t ions ,  by the  number of a irc ra f t  in the  a i rspace  th a t  c an  be  handled .  
A second a i rport  for Washington is now be ing  considered .

The public  is enco u rag ed  to  vis it th e  ai rport  and observe its e f f ic ien t  o p e ra t ion .  There is a long observa t ion  d e c k  on th e  terminal 
bu ild ing  from which the  vis itor can  view all phases of operat ions of both mili tary and c iv i l ian  a i r l ines .
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