
1 9  4  8 -  1 9  5 6

E I G H T  Y E A R S  O F  P I E D M O N T  

A L o o k  I n t o  T h e  F u t u r e  O f

F o r w a r d  S t r i d e s

P R O G R E S S
I

G r e a t e r

"W ha te ve r  impedes am a na nd  doesn't stop h im , aids his progress. I d o n ' t  know w h i c h  

ph i losopher said th a t  but I t  is c e r ta in ly  t rue  and | bel ieve It appi ies p a r t i c u la r ly  we 11 to 

our C om pany .  |f  there  has ever been a Company th a t  had as many obstacles to  overcome 

as d id  Piedmont In s ta r t ing  its a ir l  ine ,  1 d o n ' t  know who i t  w ou ld  b e . A n d , th e  Important 

th in g ,  o f  course, is the  fa c t  th a t  our  progress has been grea te r than  any o the r  local 

se rv ice  a ir l  ine . "

This sta tement was issued by President T . H .  Davis on the f i f t h  ann iversary  o f  Piedmont 

A i r l in e s  and has co n t in ue d  to  ho ld  t rue  through the past years o f  our g ro w th .  From the 

f i rs t  f l i g h t  o f  N C 8 8 2 0 u p  to  the t ra n s i t io n  f l  ights o f  our newest Pacemaker a d d i t io n ,  p ro 

gress has become rou t ine  in our o rg a n iz a t io n .

D ur ing  the year 1955 many milestones were passed enrou te  to  our u l t im a te  goa l:  P ied

mont A i r l in e s  was awarded route extensions be tween  L yn c h b u rg -C h a r lo t te s v i l  le -W a s h in g -  

ton  and be tw een  C ha r le s ton -P a rke rsb u rg /M a r ie t ta -C o lu m b us ;  a d d i t io n a l  routes were 

app l ie d  fo r  to  inc lu de  Fort W a yn e , Souther Bend and C h ica go  from Columbus, Dayton and 

C h ica go  from C in c in n a t i ,  Ind ianapol is and C h ica go  from L o u is v i l le ;  serv ice  between 

K n o x v i l le  and N a s h v i l le  was also app l ie d  fo r .  Pacemakers ca rr ied  3 6 0 ,9 8 2  passengers 

fo r  a system load fa c to r  o f  51 .7 2 %  (during the  sales m eeting  in  R O A in January 1955 i t  

was estimated th a t  3 5 0 ,0 0 0  passengers w ou ld  be ca rr ied  fo r  a load fa c to r  o f  5 0 .0 0 % ) .

president T. H . Davis was e le c te d  “ Young M an O f  The Y e a r "  fo r  the C i t y  o f  W ins ton-  

Salem, and aga in  fo r  the State o f  N o r th  C a ro l in a ;  967 became a member o f  the Pace

maker F lee t;  new G enera l O f f i c e  b u i ld in g  became a real I ty  and a Permanent C e r t i f ic a te  

was awarded by the  C iv i l  A e ronau t ics  Board to Piedmont A i r l in e s  !

BRAN IFF AIRWAYS EXTENDS PASS 

WELCOME T O  PAI PERSONNEL

The fo l lo w in g  le t te rw a s  rece ived  by  R. D. 

H a g e r ,V ic e  P re s id e n t -T ra f f ic , f ro m  Regi -  

na ld  B rack , V ic e  P re s id en t-T ra f f ic  &  Sales, 

B ra n l f f  In te rna t iona l A irw ays :

"B ra n i f f  Is pleased to  extend a warm w e l 

come to  Piedmont A i r l in e s  in jo in in g  the 

fa m i ly  o f  p rom inent a ir l  Ines w i th  whom we 

e n jo y  rec ip roca l pass agreements . We are 

most anxious to  o f fe r  pass p r iv i le g e s  to  a l l  

o f  your employees and fa m i ly  members for 

company business, va ca t io n  and emergency 

t rave l over  our domestic  rou te .

"B ran i f f 's  routes c u r re n t ly  under ope ra t ion  

as wel 1 as our n ew ly  granted route be tw een  

the Southwest and N ew  Yo rk  should o f fe r  

your people  a w e a l th  o f  In te res t ing  p laces 

to  see and th ings to  d o .  Foremost, we are 

anxious to  impress the fo lks  at Piedmont 

A i r l in e s  w i th  the h o s p i ta l I ty  th a t  m a d e  

B ran if f  famous the w o r ld  o v e r .

"M a y  I have your accep tance  o f  our o f f e r ? "

Most s in c e re ly ,

V  Rex

O b v io u s ly
I

we c a n ' t  become com p lacen t and rest on our lau re ls ,  so le t 's  take  a look  at 

1956: The new Genera l O f f i c e  is now loca ted  In its new home; another 

new Pacemaker has jo in e d  our  f le e t ;  CAB hearings fo r  our new route a pp l ica t ion s  are 

e x p e c te d ,  in c lu d in g  the a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  K n o x v l l l e - L o u ls v l l le  se rv ice; the new hangar 

w i l l  be co m p le te d ,  a f fo rd in g  modern f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  our M a in te n a n c e  Departm en t, Radio 

Shop, p r in t  Shop and Stockroom; dec is ion  to  be made on the best type  equ ipment to  re 

p lace  the D C - 3 .

The o pp o r tun i t ie s  w h ic h  l ie  ahead are numerous. We can accompi Ish about a ny th ing  we 

want to  d o .  H a l f  the  b a t t le  in any under tak ing  Is w a n t in g  to do i t .  The January  pass- 

e n g e rqu o ta  is 2 8 ,3 0 3  passengers,or 913 passengers per day  fo r  a lo a d fa c to r  o f 4 5 . 1 5 % .  

O u r  adve r t is ing  costs are based on an a l lo c a t io n  o f  03(^ per p lane  m i le ,  but th is  year 

the CAB Is a l lo w in g  us $50 ,00 0  " t rade  a d v e r t is in g "  w he re in  we exchange transpo r ta t ion  

fo r  adve r t is ing  In new spapers ,rad io  and te le v is io n .  This a l lo w a n c e  doubles the  amount 

a l lo te d  in 1955.

Needless to  s a y ,M r .  Hager accepted M r .  

Brack's generous o f f e r . Pass p r i v i 1 e ges 

v ia  B ran if f  A irways w i l l  open a new w o r ld  

to  PAI employees, o f fe r in g  se rv ice  to 

p laces where many o f  us have dreamed o f 

g o ing .

Radio M a in ten an ce  News

N ew  faces in the  Radio Shop at |N T  are 

those o f  A . L .  " A l "  C od y ,  W . E .  " G e n e "  

Smith and R . G .  "B ud" Ingram.

The new w ire  mark ing  mach ine  has g re a t ly  

Improved our rad io  instal 1 at Ion work and the 

t im e  saved over the o ld  method o f  la b e l in g  

and " r in g in g  o u t "  the w ires has pe rm it ted  

us to  tu rn  ou t a neater In s ta l la t io n  In less 

t im e .

I ’ takes a good b i t  o f  energy and b ra in w o rk  to  get ahead, and the personnel o f  Piedmont 

\ I r l  ines have w ha t i t  takes to  c on t inue  our s teady progress. O u r  ve ry  f i rs t  m o t to : "S e rv ic e  

is the  o n ly  th in g  we se l l "  s t i l l  holds true  In 1956. Just remember th a t  the  seat you 

d id n ' t  sell  to d a y  cannot be sold tom orrow !

P IE D M O N T  SETS THE PACE

We are a l l  w a i t in g  fo r  the b ig  move day to  

the new Radio Shop. I t w l l l  c e r ta in ly  fee l 

good to  have a l i t t l e  "e lb o w  room" a f te r  

many years in our cramped quarte rs . The 

new screen rooms, a ir  c o n d i t io n in g  and 

adequate e le c t r ic a l  fa c i l i t i e s  should make 

our e lec tron ics  m ain tenance  f a c i l i t y  one 

o f  the  f inest In the c o u n try .
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