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m o ( I l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  R a l p h  M c G i v e r n )

Everybody Knows That!

T H E  P IE D M O N T  
P O S T M A N

D ear Sir;
Being th e  w ife of a P iedm ont 

em ployee I w a n t  to express  m y 
sincere  th a n k s  to P iedm on t A ir 
lines and  P au l W h itson , P urser.  
I had  m inor  su rg e ry  in  W inston- 
S a l e m  and  w as r e tu rn in g  to 
Roanoke, Va., on F lig h t  No. 40 
w ith  m y  young  son.

W e w ere  non-paying passen 
gers b u t  w ere  trea te d  f irs t  class. 
I shall n eve r  fo rge t the  acts of 
k indness  show n m e and  m y son 
by this f ine man. T h an k s  again  
to  P iedm on t A irlines and  Paul 
W hitson.

Sincerely,
Mrs. R ichard  E. Caudle
Roanoke

D ear Sir:
W h e n  I p u r c h a s e d  a large 

fram e p a in ting  in  the  R oanoke 
are a  a few w eeks ago I gave 
little  th o u g h t  abou t ge t ting  it 
hom e safely un ti l  I a r r ived  at 
the  a i rp o r t  and  suddenly  rea l
ized it w ould  be dam aged in the

baggage co m p ar tm en t and  would 
no t fit in  a rack.

I tho u g h t you w ould  like to 
k now  th a t  yo u r  employee, Mr. 
J. D. Pratt, in Roanoke, w e n t  out 
of h is  w ay  on a ve ry  busy  F r i 
day even ing  to solve th is  p ro b 
lem  for me. This pain ting  is 
now  on the  wall in m y  hom e 
and  w hen  1 look a t  it  f rom  tim e 
to tim e I th in k  of P ied m o n t’s 
courteous service and th e  k ind 
ness of Mr. P ra tt .

Sincerely,
W.P.H.
B altim ore

D ear Sir:
J u s t  a no te  of apprecia tion . In  

connection  w ith  (church) m ee t
ing of some 100 p e o p l e  near  
Asheville I needed to find out 
trave l  in fo rm ation  for several 
w h o s e  des tina tions  w ere  of 
course sca tte red  and  m any. Sev
era l of th e  cities w ere  no t even 
served  by P iedm ont, since the  
p e o p l e  concerned rep resen ted

b y  S tan ley  Y ankus  
R eprinted  by specia l perm ission  
from  th e F oun dation  for E co 
nom ic E ducation , Inc.

D uring  m y  years  as a chicken 
f a rm er  in M ichigan I used  to 
read various po u ltry  m agazines 
to  gain  a b e t te r  know ledge of 
th e  business. W h i l e  th u s  en 
gaged one evening, I suddenly  
realized  th a t  I d idn ’t  know  how  
m any  toes a ch icken has on 
each foot. T hough  th e re  w ere  
thousands  of hens  roosting  in 
our chicken coop at the  m om ent, 
and though  chickens had  p ro 
vided our living for a n u m b er  
of years, th e  shocking fact w as 
th a t  I d idn ’t  know  about th e ir  
toes.

“Y ankus,” I thought, “y o u ’re 
stupid!” So I re fe r re d  th e  p ro b 
lem to m y  wife in  th e  kitchen; 
she d idn ’t know  either. The nex t 
day I asked a ne ighboring  ch ick 
en f a r m e r ,  w ho adm itted  his 
ignorance. A tru c k  driver, p r i 
m arily  engaged in  hau l ing  ch ick 
ens, cou ldn’t  give the  answ er.

The poin t is th a t  so often we 
fail to observe and  th in k  about 
the  ve ry  th ings  m ost basic in 
our  lives. F o r  instance, th e re  is 
no th ing  m o r e  fu ndam en ta l  in 
civilized society th a n  th e  r ig h t 
to ow n p ro p e r ty  — no th ing  
m ore des truc tive  of civilization 
than  stealing. But, how  m any 
of us know  w h y  s t e a l i n g  is 
wrong?

Im agine yourse lf  before a ju ry  
of Socialists w hose ideas on s teal
ing m atch th e ir  creed: “F rom  
each according to ability, to  each 
according to need.” Charged w ith  
sp reading  the belief th a t  s tea l  
ing is wrong, you s tand  bound 
before a fir ing  squad. T h e  squad 
leader affords you a last chance:

“W h y  is s tea ling  w rong? Give 
m e a reason .”

W h y  is stealing  w rong? E v e ry 
body know s t h a t !  S tealing  is 
w rong  because you  are  tak ing  
som eth ing  th a t  belongs to  som e
one else. B u t th a t  is only  a 
defin ition  — not a reason. S teal
ing  is w ro n g  because someone 
m ig h t catch  you? No, th a t  a rg u 
m en t is fu tile aga ins t Socialists, 
because they  have voted  to legal
ize stealing, by  w ay  of taxa tion  
and inflation.

P e rh ap s  your  b ra in  is num bed 
by such c o e r c i v e  action. So, 
im agine yo u ’ve now  escaped to 
a land  of capitalism. A group  of 
bus inessm en  have offered a m il
lion dollars for an  an sw er  to 
th e  question, “W hy  is s tealing  
w rong?” So you w o rk  on a m il
lion dollar explanation.

Your th o u g h ts  ru n  back to 
those  from  w hom  you had 
learned of tru th .  Your m o ther  
told you th a t  s tealing  is wrong, 
b u t  d id n ’t e x p l a i n  it. Your 
p reache r  sim ply asked you  to 
believe th a t  stealing  is wrong. 
The law  says th a t  stealing  is 
w rong  — b u t  m a n ’s laws are 
sub ject to  m a n ’s r e p e a l .  The 
Bible and  the  T en  C om m and
m en ts  say  th a t  s tealing  is w rong; 
b u t  seek th e re  as rev e ren tly  as 
you will, th e  explanation  eludes 
you.

E v en  little ch ild ren  know  tha t 
s tealing  is w rong. P erh ap s  y o u ’ll 
w a n t  to ask  yo u r  ch ild ren  for a 
reason  aga inst stealing. If you 
get the  s a m e  answ ers  I did, 
y o u ’ll agree th a t  i t ’s t im e to 
exercise th a t  fo rm  of p aren ta l  
responsib ili ty  th a t  s ta r ts  w ith  
i m p r o v i n g  one’s ow n u n d e r 
standing.

W h y  is s tealing  w rong? H ere

is th e  bes t exp lanation  I can 
offer a t  th e  m om ent;

E ach  of us is bo rn  w ith  a 
God-given r ig h t  to h is  ow n life. 
If  you  th in k  otherw ise , nam e 
th e  person  w ho  has  a r ig h t  to 
yo u r  life. In  o rder  to re ta in  your  
life and  fulfill its  purpose  — in 
yo u r  p u rsu i t  of happ iness  — you 
m u s t  be able to own, possess, 
use  the  th in g  you  earn. The 
th ie f  w ho s teals  yo u r  earnings, 
y o u r  p roperty , is in fring ing  on 
y o u r  God-given r ig h t  to  life. This 
is w hy  hones ty  is the  bes t policy 
— w hy  it is w ro n g  to  steal..___

Some believe th a t  s tealing  is 
a law  of n a tu re  because, they  
say, i t  is n a tu ra l  for an im als  to 
steal. B u t  th e re  is a pena lty  
built in to  th is  law  of th e  jungle; 
even in  the  an im al kingdom, 
s tealing  leads to v io len t fights. 
O w nersh ip  of p ro p e r ty  is no t a 
well-developed in s t i tu tio n  am ong 
an im als  because they  lack the  
ability  or u n d e rs ta n d in g  to  earn 
or create  w ealth ; they  can only 
ga rne r  th e  f ru its  of n a tu re  by 
instinct. W h en  m en  adopt s teal
ing as a code, u n d e r  the  guise 
of w elfarism , they  reduce th e m 
selves to the  anim al level. In  a 
socialistic society, th e  theo ry  
and practice of p r iva te  o w n er 
sh ip  tend  to vanish , as does one’s 
r ig h t  to his ow n life.

A m an  once said to me, “I 
c o n d e m n  all s tealing  except 
w h en  a person  steals b read  to 
su s ta in  h is  life.” B u t suppose 
y our  sole possession w ere  a loaf 
of bread, and som eone stole it 
f rom  you? W hose life has  p r i 
ority?

S tealing is w rong. E v eryone  
know s that!

Incidenta lly , th e re  a re  f o u r  
toes on a ch icken ’s foot.

national staffs  of some 15 de
nom inations w hose hea d q u a r te rs  
a re  scattered  from  Toronto  to 
K ansas City.

Your Asheville Agent, a Mr. 
D. H. L yle, w ho happened  to be 
on du ty  a t  th e  tim e w as very  
gracious in  giv ing m e all the  
schedules. T h i s  w as especially 
nice since I had made an  earlie r  
effort ( th rough  an o th er  airline) 
to get th e  in fo rm ation  and  afte r  
w a it ing  45 m inu tes  still d idn ’t 
have it.

J u s t  w an ted  to com m end you 
for such gracious service.

Sincerely,
B.C.
R ichm ond

D ear Sir;
I am  in th e  Air Force  and on 

October 13 I w as notified th a t

m y  fa th e r  had  died u n e x 
pectedly. I persuaded  a friend  of 
m ine to drive m e to W ilm ington  
A irport.  A t the  te rm in a l  I found 
th a t  th e  only people p resen t  
w ere  a H er tz  m an  and  a P ied 
m ont Agent. I also learned  th a t  
it w as im possible for m e to fly 
hom e to M assachusetts  th a t  
n ig h t or th e  nex t day. A t f irs t  I 
d idn ’t  believe th a t  th e re  w ere  
no a i rc ra f t  scheduled to fly an y 
w here  th a t  n ig h t  at W ilm ington, 
Charlotte , or Columbia or any 
o the r  city in  South  Carolina or 
N o rth  Carolina. B u t yo u r  A gent 
pat ien t ly  show ed m e th e  sched 
ule for each a i rp o r t  th a t  I came 
up  w ith.

I w as qu ite  anxious, natura lly , 
to s ta r t  on m y jo u rn ey  as soon 
as possible. Your A gent tr ied

his best w ith  th e  bus depots. 
No luck. To be b r i e f  — he 
finally  m anaged  to rese rve  me 
a seat on a F lorida-New  Y ork 
tra in  com ing th rough  a t  m id 
n ig h t in  Fayetteville .  My friend  
drove m e over and  we m ade the  
train .

1 ju s t  w a n t  to express  m y  ap 
prec ia tion  for th is  A gent . . . 
tak in g  tim e ou t to go out of his 
w ay  to be of assistance in  an  in 
s tance w h en  th e re  w as no pos
sibility  of p rofit a t th e  tim e for 
P iedm ont Airlines.

Sincerely,
A.W.N.
M yrtle  Beach

(E ditor’s  note— T w o A gen ts  as
sisted  th e  above passenger: J. H. 
Sandifer and J. F . Johnson.)


