
May-September, 1980

Careline’s 1980 
Summer Olympics

V ~̂ <S« A

The C R O  o r g a n i z e r s  w e re  o n  th e  f i e l d  l o n g  b e f o r e  s u n  up  
b l o w i n g  u p  th e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b a l l o o n s  w h i c h  w e re  re le a s e d  
d u r i n g  the  o p e n i n g  ce r e m o n ie s .

In the process of sponsoring a unique  salute 
to the U. S. Olympic athletes Piedmont employees 
p roduced a fun-filled and m em orable  day for 
themselves on A ugust 9, 1980.

A m ong the special guests who a t tended  the 
day-long event on the cam pus of W ake Forest 
University in Winston-Salem were Bob Mathias, 
the world’s only two-time Olympic decathlon 
champion, and his wife Gwen; John B. Kelly, 
J r . ,  a four-time p a r t ic ip an t  in Olympic rowing 
competition and c u r r e n t  f i rs t  vice-president of 
the United States Olympic Committee; and Irwin 
Belk, N orth  Carolina fund-ra is ing  cha irm an  of
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O f f i c i a l s  o n  h a n d  f o r  the  s t a r - s t u d d e d  o p e n i n g  
i n c l u d e d ,  f r o m  lef t ,  W i n s t o n - S a l e m ’s l ^ a y o r  
W ayne  C o rp e n in g ,  O l y m p i c  g o l d  m e d a l i s t  B o b  
M ath ias ,  h is  w i fe  G w e n  a n d  N o r t h  C a ro l in a  U. S. 
O l y m p i c  C h a i r m a n  I r w in  Belk.

B a r b a r a  C o l l i n s  was o n e  o f  the  re la y  
t ea m  o f  t o r c h  b e a re r s  w h o  b r o u g h t  
th e  f l a m e  f r o m  th e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e  to 
the  p l a y i n g  f ield.

the U. S. Olympic Committee.
Employees from central res, general office 

and genera l aviation w ere joined by rep resen ta 
tives from nearly  every station on the system. 
They came to parade  for, partic ipate  in, officiate 
and enjoy a broad rang e  of track  and field 
events and Olympic regulation volleyball.

The idea for what became the most exciting day 
of Piedmont’s sum m er was conceived by the CRO 
Careline Committee. In jus t  eight weeks they 
planned and produced an event which made all 
of P iedmont proud and they did it by committee! 
There were committees for site selection, decora
tions, games, and scheduling  music, publicity, 
refreshments, transportation, meeting and g ree t 
ing celebrity guests,  reception for participants , 
f irs t aid, end of the day party  and clean up.

The elaborate  opening ceremonies involved 
enough details to destroy the enthusiasm of all but 
a fanatic  and th a t  p a r t  of the p rog ram  d idn’t 
even faze our fervent Olympic production crew.

The games which started a t  10 a.m. and lasted 
all day, included volleyball and relays of 4000,1600 
and 800 meters; volleyball, and long ju m p  and 
high jum p competition; volleyball and open events 
of 1500, 800 and 400 meters; volleyball and shot 
pu t contests; volleyball and 100 and 110 m eter 
hurdles; and volleyball and 100 m e ter  finals.

All ca tegories  w ere  d iv ided  for men and 
women and except for volleyball separa ted  by 
age into three groups, up-to-34, 35-49 and 50-up. 
Those in the h igher age groups were allowed 
to compete in younger  ca tegories  though the 
younger employees w eren’t  perm it ted  to sign up 
for competition against the ir  elders.

There were a t  least 80 employee officials 
who kept t rack  of times, scores and distances. 
The s tagger ing  statistics showed th a t  in jus t  the 
volleyball gam es the re  were 403 players  on 39 
team s who played 77 games. N early  300 gold, 
si lver and bronze medals w ere aw arded  du r in g  
the day th a t  was a w inner  for every one of the 
3000 people who w ere there. The field partici-

NO SMOKING

P ie rc e  S w i n g  was t he  f i n a l  r u n n e r  w h o  b r o u g h t  
the to r c h  o n t o  the f ie ld  w h e re  i t was  k e p t  b u r n i n g  
d u r i n g  the  d a y  b y  D ee  Moles.

pants took home the la rgest trophy for having 
won the most points.

In addition to saluting our country’s Olympic ath
letes and promoting unity among employees, the 1980 
Careline Olympics raised over $2300. Irwin Belk, 
North Carolina fund raising chairman for the U.S. 
Olympic Committee, accepted the money which 
included funds from concessions and donations.

More pictures are  on pages four-six.

Wesf V i rg in ia  G o v e r n o r  R o c k e f e l l e r  s e n t  h is  
S t a t e ’s f l ag  f o r  the  o c c a s io n .  It was p r e s e n t e d  to 
P re s id e n t  Dav is  b y  C h a r l e s to n  e m p lo y e e s ,  f r o m  
lef t ,  J a m ie  Lu cas ,  J a y  B a r n h o u s e  a n d  T o m  
Wheeler .
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A h o t  a i r  b a l l o o n  a n d  s p e c ia l  f l ags  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  d e p a r t m e n t s  a d d e d  

c o l o r  to  th e  day.

The o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n i e s  i n c l u d e d  a p a r a d e  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  he re 's  the  
g e n e r a l  o f f ice .


