
New GAG HQ is dedicated 
On site of Piedmont's founding

The evening was filled with history and  yet 
everywhere was evidence of the future. Pied­
m o n t 's  General Aviation G roup—the com pany 's  
founding division w hich is in the business  of sell­
ing an d  servicing corporate and  private aircraft 
in the country  — was having a celebration.

Television cam eras  were positioned and  buffet 
tables were readied and, a t  6:30 p.m. on Ja n .  16, 
a r ibbon was cu t at the front door of the beautiful 
new 40,000 square  foot General Aviation Group 
office/hangar complex at Sm ith  Reynolds Airport 
in Winston-Salem.

The complex was built on the sam e grounds 
where P iedm ont Aviation was born over 40  years 
ago as  the Camel City Flying Service. TWo pre- 
World War II hangars  and two 1940-era 
buildings were torn down to make room for the 
structure. Looking across the adjacent road one 
could see the house where General Aviation 
President Jo e  Culler, and  his brother Eddie—a 
40-year veteran with the com pany —were raised.

Over three hundred  guests  mingled around  
new aircraft displays th a t  included the Beech 
King Air 300, the Cheyenne 400LS, the Beech 
J e t  and  a m ock-up  of the EFIS in s trum en t panel 
designed for the Beech S tarship  I. Many who first 
worked with P iedm ont founder T.H. Davis were 
p resent along with P iedm ont President and  Chief 
Executive Officer Bill Howard and  o ther  officers 
a t  the helm  of the corporation today.

Looking at the  video display of the S ta rsh ip —a 
dynam ic  new 4 00 -m ph  business  turboprop of 
graphite/epoxy tha t can  fly at 41,000 feet—Bill 
McGee, senior vice president-m arketing, m a r ­
veled a t  how far aviation had com e since he 
started  with P iedm ont in 1947. His though ts

were underscored by the words of the guest 
speakers tha t included the mayor of Winston- 
Salem. the airport director, and  Jo e  Culler.

P iedm ont founder. T.H. Davis, was seated in 
the audience next to Dick Henson, president of 
P iedm ont's  regional airline. Both were beaming.

Howard, whose background is also rooted in 
general aviation, spoke of the im portance of 
rem em bering  aviation's past while looking to its 
bright future:

T h e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w ho  f lew  in those d a y s  
are probably  too frequently  p ic tured as  leather- 
helm eted .  silk-scarfed  daredevils. A n d  I su spec t  
one  o f  the reasons tha t im a g e  lives ye t  is 
b ecause  they  sort oj liked it. A n d  they  d id dare  
a n d  risked m u c h  to ge t aviation through its 
infancy. B u t it w a sn 't  so m u c h  their daring  as  
their farsigh tedness , their desire to reach into a 
fu tu re  even  they  couldn 't f id ly  see. w h ich  per ­
h a p s  se t  them  apart.

I also su sp e c t  tha t  their vision w a s  m ore  u se ­
ful than  their tools. There  were no co m p u te rs  or 
exotic alloys to help  th e m  build aircraft or 
sin ju la tors  to help  th e m  learn to fly  them . Yet 
they  got the Job d one  a nd  did it w ith  s o m e  f ly ­
ing m a c h in e s  tha t w e  all love to recall even  
today. We o w e  th e m  m uch .

A n d  1 c a n n o t  th in k  o f  a better w a y  to honor  
these  m em o r ie s  than  to ded ica te  th e m  to a 
build ing s u c h  as  this. It is a f i t t in g  h o m e  fo r  
today 's  soph is t ica ted  aircraft. It s a y s  to the  
world tha t  avia tion  has  taken its p lace a m o n g  
A m erica 's  m ajor industries.

Today P iedm ont's  general aviation division has 
fixed base operations in four locations plus fully 
owned subsidiaries including Air Service, Inc.,
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in Greensboro, and  Aviation Supply  Corporation, 
a wholesale aircraft parts  division with 14 loca­
tions th roughout the country. The group 
exceeded over $100 million in revenues last year.

Left: Airport Development Director Ken Jacobsen and Sta­
tion Manager Ttom Maynard congratulate each other after 
the ribbon-cutting at West Palm Beach as MLA-based flight 
attendants Dawn Tbmlinson (left) and Sabrina Kirkland 
wave the banner. Below: Agent Jacquie Passman checks in 
passengers for the inaugural flight. PBI joined The Pied­
mont Shuttle on January 15 w ith two nonstop, round-trip 
flights d£iily to MCO.

Above: ATI^based flight attendants Diane Raab and Brenda 
Long, and Bruce Parrish (right), staff vice president- 

facilities, hold the ribbon as Pensacola dignitaries do the  
honors. Right: Reporters from several television  stations  
and newspapers were on hand for the inaugural flight Jan­
uary 15. With the addition of PNS and PBI, Piedm ont now 
serves 12 Florida c ities  and offers alm ost 100 intrastate  

flights daily as part of The Piedm ont Shuttle.


