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Happy Birthday!
lb  m o st o f  you  young  fo lks. I suppose  40  

years se em s  like an  eternity; to the rest o f 
us. these p a s t  40  years a t P iedm ont seem  
m ore like 40 weeks!

In a n y  event. I believe w e can all be 
proud  o f w h a t w e h a ve  accom plished  
since tha t f ir s t  schedu led  fl ig h t on a cold 
February 20, 1948.

Before w e started  the  airline, w e  had  an  
airplane sa le sm a n  n a m ed  Charlie Vestal. 
He was, in m y  opinion, a sh in ing  exam ple  
o f a  typical P iedm ont em ployee: ded i
cated. loyal, honest, dependable, hard  
w orking a n d  fa l l  o f character, integrity, 
a nd  a  w onderful sen se  o f hu m o r along  
w ith  it all.

Charlie w as also a  grea t a irplane sa les
m a n  and  trader. One su m m e r  day, a 
group o f  us w as sitting  in the sh a d e  o f the  
hangar w h en  so m e  p igs cam e w alking  
across the airport. One o f the "w its” in the  
crowd said, “Uh-oh, looks like old Charlie 
has taken in so m e  pigs on trade fo r  an  
airplane.”

People often a sk  m e  w h y  it is th a t over 
the years P iedm ont h as continued  to be so 
successfu l w hile m a n y  o f  the o ther air
lines have fa lle n  by the w ayside. A fter all, 
w e have enjoyed m ore profitable years 
than  all b u t one or two other airlines.
Even in the early d a ys  w hen  the CAB only  
issued temporary airline operating certifi
cates fo r  three years, w e were the  fir s t  to 
g et a  longer certificate renewal. In tha t 
case, the CAB said, ‘ ‘T he record o f Pied
m o n t is so ou tstand ing  as to m erit special 
recognition.”

You hear a  lot these d a ys  a bou t the 
“h u b ” concept. P iedm ont started  th a t as  

fa r  back as the late '50s a nd  early '60s.
I 'm  sure  m a n y  o f you rem em ber our hub  
operations a t  TYi-Cities a n d  R oanoke w ith  
m a n y  flig h ts  converging and  going o u t in  
all directions.

Yes, P iedm ont h as been a Pacemaker.
We have a long history o f breaking records 
a nd  ou tstand ing  achievem ents. And, I be
lieve m o st o f th a t is because w e have had  
so m a n y  “Charlie Vestals" w ith  us.

A no ther m ajor fac to r  in our grow th has  
been deregulation o f the airline industry  
in 1978— 10 years ago. Here, again, people  
a sk  w h y  P iedm ont h a s been one o f  the  
leaders in growth, earnings, custom er ser
vice, operating perform ance and  m o st any  
other m easurem en t.

Basically, I believe it is altogether be
cause  o f the fin a n cia l strength, facilities, 
qua lity  o f  people, a n d  custom er loyalty  
th a t w e had  bu ilt up  over the previous 30  
years. W hen  deregulation ca m e along,
‘‘the shack les  were re leased” and  it w as  
like opening the ga tes a t  the horse race. 
T he P iedm ont horse, because o f  its heri
tage. took o ff like a ja c k  rabbit a n d  h asn 't 
q u it runn ing  yet.

So, on this our 40 th  year, I se n d  m y  
greetings a n d  deepes t appreciation fo r  
your p a r t in m a k in g  it all possible.

Charlie u sed  to h a ve  a saying, ‘‘It a in 't 
the age th a t co un ts — i t ’s  the m ileage you  
got.” Well, w e ’ve sure  racked up a  lot o f 
‘‘m iles,” a nd  I ’m  sure  w e can  depend  on 
you  to con tinue to be like Charlie.

T his year we'll be m erging w ith  USAir, 
one o f  the fe w  other ou tstand ing  leaders in 
th is industry. T his shou ld  m a ke  possible  
m a n y  m ore grea t years ahead  fo r  all o f  us. 
By the way, it j u s t  so ha p p en s th a t this is, 
by far, the m o st expensive  airline acquisi
tion in avia tion  h istory— another f ir s t  fo r  
our record book. D oesn't that, too, tell you  
so m eth in g  abou t w h a t a  great jo b  you  
h ave done?

TH. Davis

Above: S tanding  u n d er th e  
nose of one of P iedm ont’s DC- 
3s are  10 of th e  orig inal pilots: 
(1 to r) Ed C lem ent, M ilt Brown
ing, Jo h n  Wilkes, Ray Shulte, 
Zeke Saunders, F rank  Nichol
son, Harold Dobbins, Leon FDx, 
Ja c k  l&dlock, and  Lee C ottrell.

R ight: P u rse r S tan ley  B run t 
appears to  be serv ing  p assen 
gers on a DC-3, b u t he’s really  
posing w ith  o th e r em ployees 
for a  p u b lic ity  photo. 4

Left: C aptain  Bill Manos (cen
ter) flew h is  la s t  fligh t for th e  
a irline  in  Decem ber. He jo ined  
th e  com pany as a  p u rse r  in  
1948. Welcoming Manos a t 
LGW are  (1 to r) G erry  Edwards, 
chief su p e rin ten d en t G atw ick 
D ivision—Sussex  Police; Con
s tab les  Jen n in g s  and  Skinner; 
and L arry  Brooks, d irector- 
a irp o rt operations, UK/Europe.

In ce lebra tion  of P iedm ont’s 4 0 th  ann iver
sary, 1 ,000 copies of a  signed and  num bered  
lim ited  ed ition  p r in t of a  DC-3 and  767-2 0 0  
are available a t  th e  P iedm ont G ift Shoppes. 
The 8 X 10-inch draw ing (below), by DFW 
S ta tio n  M anager Ja c k  B randon, is  $10.

The Shoppes also have available a 30- 
m inu te  VHS tap e  e n title d  “A Model of How 
Good an  A irline Can Be.” The tap e  is a copy 
of th e  m u ltim ed ia  show p resen ted  a t  th e  an 
nual service aw ards b an q u e t on S ep tem ber 
29, 1987, w hich shows th e  com pany’s h is 
to ry  from  th e  pu rchase  of our f irs t  two DC-3s 
to th e  inaugura tion  of London service. The 
cost is  $7 .66 .

The Shoppes also have in  stock  w hite 
sw ea tsh irts  (above) fea tu rin g  P iedm ont’s 
old and new logos for $14. These are avail
able in  sizes sm all to  ex tra  large.

In addition , th e  Shoppes have re p rin ts  of 
a  booklet, “The H istory  of P iedm ont. S e t
ting  a Special Pace,” w hich fea tu re s  a  b rie f 
h is to ry  of th e  com pany from  1940 to  1981 
w ritte n  by T.H. Davis, P iedm ont’s founder.

Shoppes are  located  a t  S m ith  Reynolds 
A irport in  W inston-Salem , ex tension  767- 
5510; Norfolk G eneral Aviation, ex tension  
277; and  Monroe G eneral Aviation, 704 / 
3 7 2 -6845 .
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