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CGate Pine

The gate pine on kadomatsu seen outside homes, business houses,
restauranits, etc., is the general form of New Yearn deconation, with
the male form of pine at one side and the Lemale at the other.

The mone elabonate form is the "Shochikubai, " combining zh

chiku, vindue and zhe plum - bal, sinceriiy and ces
Howeven, various types of branches were used fon the purpose
besides those men,téonea',él in ing hodly, tirn and ete, JIn ancient
times it was believed that these branches placed outaside the home
provided a pench fon the gods to alight upon and thus bring good

ontune,
 Likewise, the stnaw nope, shimenawa, with Zufs of straw, eut.
white papen, hung oven the doons of between %ﬁe posts at the New
Year, wene said 2o aynbolize the straw nope hung before £e cave
in which the Sun 90451,244 had taken nefuge Zo prevent hen ne-entering
aften she had been enticed outside. :
Jneid y, shimenawa ane mde of green rice-strau; Lrom

plants apecially groun fon the purpose and cut, of counse, before
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nice eans can foam. A one time a fammen could pay his nent on the
proceeds of zhe Adel(f shimenawa,  loday awch income Ls said Zo
60466% cover househo enses fon the yean-end festivities

owadays, with apariment howse ,&lvbr;g, and the complete change

which has come over 2.[/2@_ New Yean festiviilies, most houses are con~
Zent ith a amall pine branch, a piece of plaited straw to nepresent
the shimenawa, plaited lefZ-handed, the pure dinection, Lastened

th white papen, emblematic of good fortune on a gift,

Above #he doon is placed a bitter orange standing fon con-

tinuity of the fanily, a piece of seaweed fon good fortune on happi-
ness, fastened with a siraw decoration.

ORIENTAL ANTIQUES
&
CONTEMPORARY GIFTS

HOURS: 10:00 A.M. Tto 5:30 P.I.
7:30 P.M. 7o 10:00 P.I.
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pine = sho, synbolical of atnength, endurance, and longevity; bamboo~
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