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ACC Holds 71st Annual Convocation
Federal A id  
Funds Cut

By BKN CASEY 
Dir . of S tu d e n t  F in a n c i a l  .Aid 
P r io r  to the beginning of the 

c u r r e n t  sch oo l  y e a r  g r e a t  
numbers of college students 
across the nation found th em 
selves in a quandry  when a t 
tempting to a r r a n g e  financing 
for their educations.

While numerous fac tors  were 
involved, the d ilem m a began to 
develop when the U.S. Congress 
made sweeping changes in the 
federally funded s tudent aid 
p rogram s on J u n e  23, 1972.
Coupled with these reforms, 
increased dem ands for student 
aid across the nation resulted in 
grossly inadequate  funding for 
loan, scholarship, and  work 
p r o g r a m s  a t  A t la n t ic  
CHRISTIAN College and  most 
all o ther insti tutions of higher 
learning.

The National Defense Student 
Loan P ro g ra m  crea ted  in 1958 
h a s  been  r e p l a c e d  by the 
National D irec t  Student Loan 
P rog ram . The m ost fa r  reaching 
effect of this p ro g ram  was the 
striking down of provisions for 
m a n y  e l ig ib le  b o r r o w e r s  to 
cancel a portion of their loan 
principal for teaching.

The National D irect Student 
Loan P ro g r a m  allows borrowers
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P r e s id e n t  W enger  Welcomes M asses  a t  l!)72-7:i C o n v w a t io n .

to cancel a portion of their loans 
only if they a re  teaching in 
schools designated by HEW as 
having a high concentration of 
s t u d e n t s  f ro m  low inc om e  
families or teaching of the 
h a n d ic a p p e d .  P re v io u s ly  the 
borrower could cancel ten per 
cent of their loan principal each 
y ea r  up to five yea rs  if they 
taught in any  public or non-profit 
p r ivate  school.

The new Basic Opportunity 
G ran ts  P ro g ra m  c rea ted  by 
Congress will not be funded until 
1973-74. The program  is designed 
to gua ran tee  all students a 
m in im um  gran t  — less family

contribution. It rem ains  to be 
seen if the new p rogram  can 
elude the problems of present 
p rogram s, mainly inadequate 
funding.

During the current school year  
at Atlantic Christian, we face 
s h o r ta g e s  in a ll p h a s e s  of 
f e d e r a l l y  fu nd ed  f in a n c ia l  
ass is tance  programs. In the new 
National Direct Student Loan 
P ro g ram  we have a tenative 
com m itm ent from HEW of only 
sixty-six per cent of the amount 
previously approved by the U.S. 
Office of Education panel. This 
m eans we will have some $31,000 
less in this program  during the

cu rren t y ea r  than what we 
received the prior year. Some 40- 
50 less students will receive such 
loans.

The Educational Opportunity 
G ran ts  P rog ram  and the College 
Work Study P ro g ram s  were 
cutback 42 per cent and 20 per 
cent respectively.

The most devasta ting  blow 
ca m e  in the Nursing Student 
L o an  P r o g r a m  w h e re  we 
received only 40 per cent of the 
a m o u n t  r e q u e s te d .  M any 
students face cutbacks in their 
aid packages while others will Ix- 
denied loans altogether. Those 
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Student Enrollment Increased
The sm allest  fall enrollm ent 

increase in 28 y ea rs  for the 
Nation’s schools and colleges, 
and  a record  $90.5 billion in 
educational expenditu res  during 
the 1972-73 school y e a r  were 
predicted today by H EW ’s Office 
of Education.

D ata  supplied by the National 
Center for E duca tiona l S tatis tics 
for the annua l back-to-school 
su r v e y  in d ic a t e  a to ta l  
e n ro l lm e n t  in p u b l i c  a n d  
n on pu b lic  sch oo ls  t h a t  will 
increase over the fall of 1971 by 
only one-half of one pe r  cent. 
H o w ever ,  the  O ffice  of 
Education’s sta tis tica l center 
foresees for total educational 
expenditures a ju m p  of 6.3 per 
cent from last y e a r ’s $85.1 
billion.

Total enrollm ent will rise for 
the 28th consecutive y e a r  to a 
record  60.4 million persons, but 
this increase will occur mostly 
a t  the higher education level.

E n r o l lm e n t  of d e g re e - c r e d i t  
s t u d e n t s  in co l leges  and  
u n iv e r s i t ie s  is e x p e c te d  to 
advance  from 8.5 million a t  the 
beginning of the 1971 school year  
to 9 million this fall — a gain of 
six per cent.

The back - to -sch oo l  f ig u re s  
exclude underg radua te  students 
en ro l le d  in o c c u p a t io n a l  or 
genera l  studies p rogram s which 
a re  not creditable toward a 
bachelor’s degree. T here  were 
an  est im ated  730,000 of these 
n o n d e g re e - c r e d i t  s t u d e n t s  in 
institutions of higher education 
in the fall of 1971. D ata  also 
exclude persons a ttending other 
post-secondary activities,  such 
as priva te  trade, vocational, and 
business schools.

T o ta l  e n r o l lm e n t  in 
e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  
schools is expected to decline by 
approxim ately  200,000, with a 
gain of 300,000 a t  the secondary 
level ( g r a d e s 9 through 12) being

more than offset by a decline of
500,000 in the e lem entary  grades 
(k indergarten  through g rade  8). 
The enrollment in kindegarten 
through grade 12 is expected to 
decrease  from 51.6 million to 51.4 
million, or less than one-half of 
one per  cent.

Public schools this fall will 
enroll about 46.2 million pupils, 
and the remaining 5.2 million 
will be in nonpublic schools.

During the 1971-72 school year, 
expenditures for e lem entary  and 
secondary schools amounted  to 
$54.0 billion ($48.9 billion for 
p ub lic  an d  $5.1 b il lion  fo r  
nonpublic schools), while the 
e x p e n d i tu r e s  fo r  h ig h e r  
education totaled $31.1 billion 
($20.7 billion for public and $10.4 
b il l ion  for  no npub lic  
institutions).

T he  N a t io n a l  C e n te r  fo r  
E d u c a t io n a l  S ta t i s t i c s  a lso  
est im ates  that about 2,320,000 
e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y

school teachers will be employed 
this fall. About 2.1 million of 
these persons will teach in public 
schools, while 220,000 will be 
employed in nonpublic schools. 
The teaching staff in public 
schools is expected to be about
20,000 la rger  than last year,  with 
p r a c t i c a l l y  no c h a n g e  
ant ic ipa ted  for the nonpublic 
schools.

T he  in s t ru c t io n a l  s t a f f  in 
c o l le g e s  an d  u n iv e r s i t i e s  is 
expected to rise by about 3,000 
from an  est im ated  630,000 in the 
fall of 1971 to 660,000 in 1972. 
These est im ates  a r e  based on 
the  e s t im a te d  e n ro l lm e n ts  
combined with the long te rm  
trend in pupil-teacher ratios.

In the  co m in g  y e a r ,  the 
num ber of students, teachers, 
and  adm inis tra to rs  combined 
will exceed 63 million — more 
than 30 per cent of the 209 million 
people in the United States.

C e n te r :  The “ Main  In g r e d ia n t ” . Soul .And More Soul!

Left :  R u s ty  T ab b  C row ned  Mr.  Top H a t  by Beth  H a r p e r  At  

T r i -S ig ’s .Annual Top H a t  Dance.

R igh t :  C o m ed ia n  R o b e r t  Kleen E n te r t a i n s  A.C. S tudents .
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.Atlantic Chris tian College held 
Its annual Kail Convocation for 
the 71st academ ic  session of the 
in s t i tu t io n  T u e s d a y  m o rn in g .  
Pres id ing  was Dan .1 Hensley, 
chaplain  of the college. Con
vocation speaker  was Dr .Arthur 
I). Wenger. pri*sident of the 
college.

Citing the college's 70 yea rs  of 
history, the college president 
said. "O ur history brings us to a 
point where we join together in 
liHiking at a com mon cause 
our educatioiwl task. "

"T h e  day to day operation of 
an educatioiiiil p ro g ram ,"  .said 
the spt 'aker, "consis ts  largely of 
every m an  doing his own thing. 
But, on an  iK'casion such a s  this, 
where we hmk at an  institution's 
piist history, p rom pts  us to join 
together as we think al)out our 
various roles at the college "

"W e join in p ra ise  for its past 
and the treasu re  which it has 
lx“(jueatht“d to us. We join in 
Uiking an analy tical l(X )k  at our 
present situation and we join in 
looking forward  to and  planning 
for the future ."

Dr. Wenger said the college 
com m unity  must use careful 
planning in using its human and 
m a te r ia l  resources with utmost 
effectiveness and would rwjuire 
o u t s ta n d in g  p e r f o r m a n c e s  of 
s tu d e n t s ,  f a c u l ty ,  a d 
m in is tra to rs  and trustees. He 
said the re  must be careful 
n u r t u r e  in d e v e lo p m e n t  of 
needed financial resources and  a 
c a r e f u l  r e - s t a t e m e n t  of the 
college 's purposes in the light of 
the cu rren t unders tanding  of it.

Looking toward the future, the 
sp t 'aker quoted a study which 
was conducted by the Com
mission of Religion in Higher 
Education  of the Association of 
A m erican  Colleges as  it sought 
to ch arac te r ize  tixiay’s student 
and his overriding concerns: 
"A m ong college and university 
students, to say nothing of other 
young people, there  is profound 
and plentiful evidence pointing 
to a hunger for m eaning and 
purpose unlikeanyth ing  we have 
experienced for a q u a r te r  of a 
century . There is a search ing  for 
e thical and moral integirty in 
word and act, a quest for 
meaningful pa t te rns  of activity 
and s t ru c tu res  of community, 
and a pursuit of la rger  meaning 
for personal exis tence .”

He further quoted from a 
papyr given by Mrs. Dorothy 
Eagles ,  a re t ired  professor,  at 
the college’s last P a re n ts '  Day 
Convocation: ‘‘It is my hope that 
young men and  women who 
co m e  to A t la n t ic  C h r i s t i a n  
College in fu ture  y ea rs  may find 
a way to a m ore  stable  economic 
life and at the sa m e  time ex
p e r i e n c e  the  joy  th a t  a c 
com panies  the growth of mind 
and sensabil ity  — tha t the lives 
o f . i o u r  g r a d u a t e s  m a y  be 
enhanced by a sense of personal 
w h o le n e s s  a n d  the  in 
t e r r e l a t i o n s h ip  of a l l  
knowledge."

Music for the convocation was 
p ro v id e d  by th e  A t la n t ic  
Chris tian College Chorus under 
direction of J. Ross Albert. 
O rganis t w as Charles W. Rakow.

Pick Nick
Nick Galifinackis will be in at 

the F i r s t  Citizens Bank Building 
at 8:00 p.m., Monday, Sep
te m b er  18. Everyone is u rged  to 
a t tend  the meeting  sponsored by 
the  D e m o c r a t i c  W om en  of 
Wilson County.


