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To The Editor

Settled, Yet Living
To The Student Body,

We, the people of G race  B aptis t  C hurch, need in te re s ted  young 
people to sh a re  our w orship experiences. We a r e  a n  estab lished  
church, but don’t let th a t  sc a re  you — we a r e  s tr iv ing  to becom e an 
im portan t p a r t  of the com m unity . And the com m unity  does not stop 
with the p e rm a n en t  m em b e rs  of our own social c lass, it includes 
college students , political f re e  thinkers, r ich  people, poor people. In 
short we w an t e lem ents  from  each  a sp ec t  of the co m m unity  to  sh a re  
with us, to learn  with us, to teach  us, to w orship  with us.

Why should you spend your t im e with us?  B e tte r  yet, why shouldn’t 
you? If you a re  h e re  from  a church  a t  hom e, m ak e  us your tem p o ra ry  
home. If you don’t know God and  Jesu s ,  we challenge  you to find out 
w hat it is all about. If you have  problem s, talk  them  out w ith  us, w e a r e  
hum an, too.

D on’t have  a way to com e? Well, be in front of T w eety ’s a t  9:30 
Sunday m orn ing  and we’ll get you th e re  a n d  back.

P le a se  com e a t  least  once, we feel you’ll be  back. Ours is not a 
s tag n an t  church . If you feel the need to take  p a r t  in the  teaching, 
speak up. If you have talen t and  w an t to sh a re  it through w orship, say 
so. A fte r  all, we all lea rn  th rough  experience  with others. D on’t hold 
back on som eth ing  you h ave  to share .

If you will g ive  us a  try, we a re  on the co rner of K incaid  a n d  A dam s 
S treet,  If you a r e n ’t su re  w here  th a t  is, j s s t  ge t on Gold S tre e t  behind 
the S tuden t C en te r  a n d  go to the blinking caution  light and tu rn  r igh t — 
you’ve found us. M eet us a t  T w eety ’s if you need a  ride.

Charity In California
By ROGER K. BYNUM

The kidnapping of Patricia Hearst, February 4, 1974, by the Svmhin. 
Liberation Army, is the first recent use of terrorism in the United StatP. ^
nolitical tactic. Since such incidents have becom e common in other

im-

particular difficulty in making an assessm ent com es when different Chri<!r̂  ̂
- t    Kq iiivfiinncpH Thp pnd of soc ia l  ii is finp an

U U l l L l ' - a i    1 u  V ■   p a i

world and this occurrence m ay be the harbm ger of portentous events it i. 
perative for the Christian ethicist to evaluate the m orality of such actions

values seem to be juxtaposed. The end of social justice, an effective and ethi 
means of attaining it, and a non-violent respect for humanity are Christ 
principles that appear in tension in the Hearst case. Perhaps a continuing p?  
phasis on Love, that once became an m carnate Mediator, may help us mediat 
this disparity and maintain intermediate goals in proper perspective.

The revolutionaries who hold Miss Hearst have accused her parents  of 
“crimes against the oppressed peoples of the world” and apparently feel theil 
major offense is an accumulation of inordinate wealth through the capitalist 
system at the expense of relative deprivation for thousands of others. In the 
scathing denunciation against selfish m aterialism , numerous H ebrew  and 
Christian prophets, including Jesus, concur. One m ay  remonstrate against so 
harsh a criticism of an individual but to do so when the agrieved is as influential 
as the Hearsts is to elect isolationism and totally shirk the Christian’s respon 
sibility for affecting social conditions.

The revolutionary, due to real or im agined injustices, becomes obsessed with 
the total justice of his cause. Sergei N echayev w as quoted by Newsweek 
February 24, 1974, in this connection; “Whatever promotes the triumph o f  the 
revolution is moral,” he said, “Our business is passionate, complete, ruthless 
destruction.” The extreme demands of political and economic turbulence m ay  
make a provisional morality attractive and one m ay be tempted to circumvent 
the rules to achieve justice. However, the Christian gospel has consistently 
maintained that so lofty a goal can not be attained by the wrath of man but only  
by the grace of God. On one occasion when the apostles wanted to destroy an 
inhospitable village, Jesus said, “ye know not what manner of spirit ye are o f .” 
Later Paul opposed the notion that one m ay do evil and have good come o f  it.

Had William Hearst, father of the hostage, been taken captive, our appraisal 
of the matter might be quite different. Conditions m ay occur where revolution is 
the only viable means of gaining freedom and opportunity. Instead the S..L.A, 
action has degraded Patricia Hearst and her filial ties into an instrument of 
terror. Detention and death m ay som etim es be justifable measures but not when 
they are employed indiscriminately without regard to personal responsibility or 
guilt.

Christianity has identified only One whose death could prove efficacious for 
transgressors and that was not Patricia Hearst. The human condition can not be 
elevated by contempt for human dignity and personal autonomy. Ultimately 
greater debasement for all who voluntarily participzte in such a cimre must 
result.

Friends,
The people of G race  
B ap tis t  C hurch We Are Not Alone

An Insult 
to English

To a ll  m e m b e rs  of the E ng lish  D e p a rtm en t :  
This block of H orizontal P ro se ,  which is m ine, 
Is a n  insult to  yo u r  in tegrity .
Do you think I c a re  if you sa y  I a m  no poet?
Do 1 c a r e  if I’m  not a d e p t  a t  sonnet form ?
And fo r yo u r  rh y m ed  couplets I do not adm ire ,  
This w ork  is your b iog raphy , a  sa t ire .

I se e  no po in t in tea r in g  S h a k e sp e a re  a p a r t .  
Who c a re s  if the r iv a l  poet w as W. H. o r  H. W. 
I’m  not B en  Johnson , I ’ll not w ri te  an  “ apology” 
In fact,  rU  w rite  a s  I see  fit, i t ’s m ine 
And I say  w h a t ’s not in a n  anthology.
T ak e  y o u r  w r i te r  out of co n tex t  and  tim e 
No m a t te r  w ha t, m y  couplets will not rhym e.

You c a l l  m e  a w ould-be poet,
I c a ll  you m ire d  in a  t rad it io n a l  muck.
I re fu se  to yield  the  ind iv idual to the  g roup 
And if sex  m ak e s  the  w orld  go round , go 
... r e p lic a te  the  species.

And a s  for y o u r  M A’s, AB’s, P h .D ’s, well 
If I need a  new  a lp h ab e t.  I ’ll g ive  a  yell.

You sa y  his s ty le  re f lec ted  the people.
Who knows, the people cou ldn’t read .
Talk  ab o u t  poe tic  ju s tice ,  why 
S om e of th a t  t r a s h  c a n ’t be  read .

T hen you h an d  m e  a  line a b o u t  g r e a t  l i te ra tu re .
So, you flunk m e  w ith  an  a i r  of de fiance

N ext w eek I ’ll s la n d e r  the  d e p a r tm e n t  of science.

B rig g s  P e tw a y

W e a re  not a lone  a s  college 
s tuden ts  seek ing  libe ra lized  
school ru les  but we a re  one of the  
few s tuden ts  bodies f ighting, or 
should I say  requesting , v is i ta 
tion privileges. About two w eeks 
ago this a r tic le  a p p e a re d  in the  

R ic h m o n d  T im e s - D i s p a t c h  
concern ing  two colleges in th e  
R ichm ond a re a :  U n iversity  of 
R ichm ond, a  B ap tis t  college, 
an d  Randolph-M acon, an o th e r  
p r iv a te  school ....

“ Some 250 R andolph-M acon 
College s tuden ts  s tag ed  sleep-ins 
a t  th ree  w o m en ’s d o rm ito r ies  
las t  night following a m ee ting  
with college P re s id e n t  L u th e r  W. 
White in which h e  re je c te d  
d e m a n d s  fo r  l ib e r a l i z e d  
v isitation ru les  a t  the  A shland 
c a m p u s  ... T h e  s t u d e n t s  
p resen ted  W hite w ith  a  pe tition  
passed  by the  S tudent G overn 
m en t Association a n d  th r e a t 
ened not to give the 
college financial a id  w hen they 
becom e a lum ni unless the  dorm  
ru les  w ere  re laxed . The petition 
w as signed by 382of the  co llege’s 
830 students . About 200 of the  
studen ts  a r e  women.

At the  7 p .m . m ee ting  in 
Blackwell Auditorium , a tten d ed  
by about 450 s tuden ts ,  White 
explained th a t  a f te r  s tudy  he had  
d e c id e d  a g a in s t  e x te n d in g  
visition hours. C urrently , m en  
and  women m ay  h ave  v isitors in 
the ir  dorm itory  room s from  
noon to 2 a .m . on F r id a y  and  
S a tu d a y  a n d  f ro m  noon to 
m id n ig h t  on S u n d a y .  The 
studen ts a re  asking for weekday 
privileges ...

• About 11 p .m ., a  175 
studen ts  occupied the lobby of 
the  M ary  B ran ch  D orm itory  and  
75 w ent to the  lobby of New 

D orm ctory . L a te r  som e s tudents  
left the  two dorm itories  and 
occupied M oreland D orm itory . 
They took with them  pillows.

sleep ing  b a g s  a n d  b la n k e ts ,  a s  
well a s  ra d io s  a n d  te lev is io n  
s e t s .  T h e y  w e r e  o r d e r l y  
p ro te s te r s .

C a m p u s  s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e r s  
T h o m a s  Cooley s a id  h is  o r d e r s  
w e re  to lea v e  th e  s tu d e n ts  a lo n e  
u n less  th ey  d a m a g e d  p r o p e r ty .

O utside  one d o r m i to r y ,  s o m e  
s tu d e n ts  h a d  h u n g  W hite  in  e f 
figy. Shortly  b e fo re  m id n ig h t ,  
ab o u t  100 s tu d e n ts  m a r c h e d  to 
WTiite’s h o m e ,  w h e re  th e y  s tood  
a ro u n d  ta lk in g .  W hen  W hite  
d id n ’t  c o m e  o u t  to  m e e t  th e m ,  
th ey  left.

“ T h e r e ’s n o th in g  im m o r a l  in  
ou r a sk in g  fo r th e s e  v is i ta t io n  
p r iv i le g e s , ’ sa id  E d  N o t t in g h a m ,  
a  22-year-old s e n io r  f ro m  R ic h 
m o n d  who is c h a i r m a n  of th e  
v is i ta t io n  c o m m i t te e  of th e  SGA.

‘W hat is boils  dow n  to is a  
m o ra l  i ssu e  a n d  th e  m o r a l  
conv ic tions of o n e  p e r s o n ,  th e  
p re s id en t .  B u t m e n  a n d  w o m e n
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do a sso c ia te  without getting into 
s e x . ’

A n o th e r  p ro tes t  leaders, 
s e n io r  Reggie Barley, said the 
s tu d e n ts  were not going to in
t e r ru p t  c lasses over the issue. 
‘W e ’re  h e re  to get an education! 
B ut w e a re  trying to get a faculty 
reso lu tio n  for a day ofi to 

p r o t e s t . ’
T h e  A shland college protest 

o v e r  d o rm  rules is the second at 
a n  a r e a  school within three days 
On M onday, 400 University of 
R ich m o n d  students inarched on 
th e  h om e of President Bruce 
H e i lm a n ,  seeking relaxed

r u l e s . ”
O ur t r ia l  visitation has ttius 

f a r  p ro v ed  successful and there 
h a v e  been no incidente ttiat 
cou ld  cau se  its final rejection̂  
W e h a v e  m ad e  peaceful 
nego tia tions.  Let us see where 

w e go from  here.
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