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EDITORIALLY SPEAKING

' I' Ik- school year go t  iMitlcrway w i ih  an  cxc:cpu<;iially t ine  s la r i  a n d  

we lace this new yea r  w ith  tlie h ig h  l iope t h a t  th e  j j reva i l ing  school 

sjjirii will r e m a in  at  th e  same h ig h  eb b  thrciuglKJiil th e  te rm.

The l i iun ie r  is yoiu'  sp o k e s m a n  a n d  it is o u r  aim, a t  al l l imes,  to 

m a k e  th e  papei '  so w or l luvh i le  a n d  in lo rm a t iv e ,  t h a t  yon wil l  eager ly 

a n i i c i p a t e  its a r r i \ a l  “oil ih e  j j ress” each  m o n t h .  Jn  every isstie we wil l  

s tr ive to p r i n t  th e  news w h ich  will  be ol  g rea te s t  in te res t  to yon.

l l o w e \e i ' ,  in o r d e r  kj reach  th e  goal  ol  ac tu a lly  m a k in g  th e  B a n n e r  

" y o i n " '  school p a p e r ,  we m u s t  have  you r  coo p e ra t i o n .  I ’here to re ,  we 

tn g e  yoti lo use the l i a n n m  as th e  "vo ice” ol yotn'  o p in i o n s  a n d  to sha re  

wiih yotu'  s choo lm a tes  yotn h i d d e n  talerus.

W'e, ol th e  StalT, a re  st rong ly  d e t e r m i n e d  to m a k e  this  year th e  very 

best in the history  ol  l i enne t t .  I 'h ro t igh  a c o m m o n  unders tancU ng  a n d  

u n i iy  ol  p in  [)ose, we can m a k e  o tu  p a p e r  “ th e  democratic:  spokesii ia i i” 

ol oiu'  ( am j jus .  W'i th yotn s ta iu ich  s u p p o r t  an d  wil l ingness to be a  p a r t  

ol th e  Ihnnti 'Y,  this can  be clone. R e m e m b e r ,  we are d e p e n d i n g  t i pon  you  

to keejj th e  news r o l l i n g  a n d  to use th e  B a n n e r  as yotu'  m e an s  ol' ex- 

jj ression.

The Inquiring Reporter
This year  more than ever we will 

be faced with various post-war prob

lems. We, as Bennet t  s tudents  m ust 

become “ world conscious” . The 

forming of a N. A. A. C. P. Organi
zation on our campus would help us 
toward this common goal. I t is up to 
everyone of us to begin now in build
ing a  s t rong  foundation for our fu 
tu re  world.

Q uest ion:

Are you in favor of seeing a N. A. 
A. C. P. organization formed on 
Benne t t ’s campus?

Answers:

The N. A. A. C. P. should be a 
necessary and active organization on 
every Negro College campus. Col
lege s tudents  will be the fu tu re  lead 
ers of our race, and since the N. A. 
A. 0. P. deals with Negroes and 
their  problems, the s tudents  should 
have a clear unders tanding  of the 
var ious problems being faced now so 
they will be able to help solve wise
ly the fu tu re  problems tha t  will un 
doubtedly come up.

— EDITH IKE ’46

WHERE, DO WE GO FROM HERE?

I 'h e  e n d  ol W o r l d  W a r  1 1  p l a ce d  a g rea t  respons ib il i t y  (jn th e  s h o u l 
ders ol .Vmei u a, beeairse she, p r o b a b ly  m ore  th a n  any  o th e r  na t ion ,  will  
|)lay th e  mos t  p r o m i n e n t  p a r t  in s h a p in g  the des t iny  ol  th e  pecjples ol  
ihe wcjrld.

Dtn  ing th e  t o t n s e  ol  th e  w ar  we d id  ev e r y th in g  h tm ia n ly  possi iile to 
h e l p  o in  al l ies — sen t  b u n d le s  t(j B r i t a in ,  su p p l i e d  t h e m  w i th  food  a n d  
( l o l h i n g —a n d  [j rov ided  lor  the i r  m a i n t a n c e  th ro t igh  lencl-lease.

W'i ih th e  a r r iva l  ol V-E D ay  th e  ( i e r m a n  enij j i re col lapsed,  b u t  G e r 
m a n  bus iness is s ti ll  a m enace .  "W'e sti ll  h ave  to bew are  ol  N a / i  incltis- 
Irial is ts;  a l t h o u g h  they are  t inderg ro tn id ,  th e i r  t i n an c ia l  p o w e r  is sti ll  
iniact .  O n ly  by be ing  e.xiremely ca u t io u s  a n d  ever \ i l ig an t  can  w e  pre-  
M'Ut a s im i la r  oecure iiee  such  as tha t  succeed ing  W o r l d  W a r  1 .

The  close ol this  w a r  has ag a in  j)lacecl th e  w o r ld  a t  th e  crossroads  a n d  
il a th i r d  g r e a t  d isaste r  is lo be a v e r ted  th e  issues a t  h a n d  imis t  be 
solved w i th  e x t r e m e  p r e c a u t io n .

I lere,  in  . \m e r ie a ,  th e  s u d d e n  closing of vast  n u m b e r s  of  w a r  i n d u s 
tries i h rew  m i ll io ns  of  p e o p l e  o u t  of  work .  H e n r y  W'allace said t h a t  
d i n i n g  this  r e c o i u e r s i o n  p e r io d  we w o u l d  n ee d  (io m i l l io n  jobs.  ' I ' he 
n a t io n s  mos t  tn g e n i  task  no w  is lo es ta b l ish  a n  ec o n o m y  th a t  wil l  p r o 
vide jobs for  all.

l i o w e \ e r ,  w i th  l a b o r  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  freed  f rom  th e  r es t r a in is  of 
war ,  ihe ( |u es t ion  now is—“ In the event  l h a i  th e  two wil l  n o t  c o n t in u e  
lo w o rk  lo g e th e r  lo m e e t  th e  t r e m e n d o u s  needs  of  j j eaeet im e p r o d u c 
t ion,  shotdcl th e  g o v e r n m e n t  en fo rce  l a b o r  jjeace?" E x p e r t s  in th e  f ield 
a re  ag re ed  iha l  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  sh o u ld  no t  s tep in to com pel  in d u s t r i a l  
h a r m o n y .  The  m a jo r i i y  h o ld  lh a t  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  sh o u ld  en c o u ra g e  
emj)loyers a n d  l a b o r  to solve ih e i r  jJ ioblems v o lu n ta r i ly ;  bu t ,  also acl- 
\ o c a t e  ce r ta in  possible ac t ions a n d  stej)s t h a t  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  to faci l i 
ta te  w o r k i n g  r e la t ions  be tw een  the two.

E u r o p e  to day  is ;i c o n t i n e n t  of  71,000,000 u p r o o te d ,  homeless,  a n d  
sooii-to-be-disloclged people .  I ' l i ey  are p e o p le  wlio have  been  u n m e r c i 
ful ly s truck  by tlie sw ir l ing  t ides of  war.  W'hat  is to becom e of them?

O n e  of o u r  m a i n  sources of  in te res t  concerns  th e  f u tu r e  of  J a p a n .  
[a | ) an  sti ll  bears c l(«e watc hing .  I 'his is e\  iden i  w h e n  we recall  the 
b r u t a l  t r eache ry  vvith w h ich  this  n a t io n  e n t e r e d  th e  war ,  no t  fo rge t t ing  
tha t  at th e  very i n o m e n t  I’ear l  H a r b o r  was a t t a c k e d  her  am bassadors  
sal at the peace ta b le  “ to y i n g ’' w i ih  th e  des igns for  peace,  j a p a n  may 
h:ive s u r re n d e r e d ,  he r  p eop le  m ay  b e a r  th e  m a rk s  of  war ,  bu t  h e r  sp i r i t  
is sti ll  u n l l in c l i in g  a n d  con f ide n t .

, \s  10 o u r  allies,  E n g l a n d  e\ 'olved  f rom  th e  vvar w i th  a t r e m e n d o u s  
■ ' l end-lease ' '  deb t ,  thus  fol lovving in th e  same looi steps as she d id  in 
W o r ld  W a r  1 . W e  are  u r g e d  to have goodw i l l  to w a r d  llie Soviet  U n io n ,  
| ) r im ar i ly  because she is p o te n t i a l ly  th e  G re a t e s t  of  al l Powers.  A t  the 
m o m e n t  ih e  s t a n d  o u r  o t h e r  al l ies are g o in g  to lake  can ' t  as yet  be d e 
t e rm in e d .

Everv day th o u s a n d s  of  service m e n  a n d  w o m e n  are  r e t u r n i n g  f rom 
a b r o a d .  W h a t  is . \m e r i c a  p l a n n i n g  for th e i r  fu tu re?  In h e r  st r ivings to 
es tab l ish  p e r m a n e n t  peace  will  she r e m e m b e r  th e  ih ings  lor  w h ich  these 
boys, r e | ) re sen t ing  al l races, creeds,  a n d  colors,  fough t  a n d  died?

W ill  she r e m e m b e r  tha t  th e  t r u e  r o a d  to peace is paved  w i t h  ac t ions 
r a t h e r  th: in s e n t im e n t ,  a n d  iha l  before she can  .set her se lf  t ip as a n  ex- 
:ini])le ol t rue  dem ocracy ,  the re  intisi be peace  in h e r  ow n  la n d  a m o n g  
al l races a n d  creeds of  h e r  o w n  people .

If . \m e r i c a  a n d  ih e  rest  of  th e  w or ld  in, p l a n n i n g  th e  w or ld  of  to 
m o r r o w  will  on ly  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  “ all m e n  are b o r n  free a n d  ec iua l’’ we 
( a n  go f rom here  to t h a t  ide a l i sm  of t r u e  a n d  las t ing  peace.

'';es, we should  organize a N. A. 
A. C. P. on our campus. Bennet t  
st i ives lo prepare  each young lady 
lo lake her place in some community.  
The National Association for the Ad
vancement of Colored People is a 
worthy organization,  whose func
tions touch each member of the 
Negro race daily. As young Negro 
women, we should  begin early in 
this vital work.

— ORIAL ANNE BANKS ’4 6

“If i t ’s for the best  i t ’s found at 
Bennet t ,” and the organiz ing of an 
N. A. A. C. P. chapter  on our campus 
would be emphasizing the preceding 
sta tement .  II would t>e one step for- 
w ai d in our effort  of .'seeking solu 
tions for our racial problems. Many 
are facing us a t  the present,  such as 
‘‘the Negro youth in the post war 
world,” including t rea tm en t  of edu 
cation, labor and income, transpor 
ta tion conditions, and democracy for 
minori ty groups. Then we could be
come a member of “The Southern 
Intercollegiate  Discussion Group” 
which has grown out of N. A. A. C. 
P. chapters on other  college camp
uses in the South.

— IVERY OUTTERBRIDGE!,

t,  •.

Reader’s Retreat

'47

I would defini tely like to see a 
branch of the N. A. A. C. P. iniated 
on B enne t t ’s campus not only be
cause we, as the fu tu re  generat ion, 
should have much in terest  in the 
race issue, b u t  because I could learn 
what the association has done for 
my race, w hat it in tends to do, and 
exactly how it functions. After g rad 
uat ion, I shall w ant for myself and 
my posteri 'ty equal political, eco
nomical, and social r ights. If they are 
denied me. I ’ll know how to go about 
securing them for myself and others.  
The N. A. A. C. P. as an organiza
tion of action, would help me and 
others realize these ends.

— RUTH SYDNOR ’48

The N. A. A. C. P. has always 
waged a mili tant  a t tack  against  those 
people who have a t tem pted  to pre
vent the Negro from being accorded 
f irst ra te  citizenship as provided by 
the Consti tu tion of the United States. 
An N. A. A. C. P. chapter  on a col
lege campus should arouse race 
consciousness to the extent tha t  
young people will go back into t h e i T  

respective communit ies and fight for 
their  rights.

However, careful considerat ion 
should be given to such an organiza 
tion before any action is taken.  In 
many instances such an organizat ion 
jeopardizes the financial support  of 
an inst i tut ion and does more im
mediate harm  than good.

— ^ROBERT L i. JACK.

B LA C K  BOY - Richard  W right
Life in the l i t t le  sou thern  rura l  

community was r a th e r  un interest ing  
for four-year-old Richard  Wrfght. He 
was a restless lit tle boy who con
stantly  craved excitement and new 
experiences. And he was a curious 
lit tle boy. He always wanted to  kno-w 
the “ why and wherefore” of things.

Thus,  when he set the  living-room 
cur ta ins  on fire ju s t  to see them 
burn, it  never occurred to him tha t  
he might se t the house on fire. F o r 
tunately,  no one was krlled in the 
fire, but over half  of the  house 'was 
destroyed. R icha rd ’s mother ,  l i ter 
ally, a lmost beat him to death ,  and 
he was very ill for many days.

This experience was the beginning 
of consciousness for Richard. Every 
thing around  him began to take on 
new life and meaning.  He began to 
think.

Soon after, his family moved to 
Memphis, Tenn., Richard,  his mother  
and his brother  lived th rough  b i t te r  
days of loneliness and hunger,  for 
R icha rd ’s fa ther  deserted his family. 
Richard and his lit tle brother  had 
to care for themselves dur ing  the 
day while their  m other  worked. He 
learned to buy groceries and to fight. 
And he learned to roam the  streets  
all day, and to loiter  around  saloons. 
At the age of six, he was a drunkard .  
However, af te r  his mother  put him 
in the custody of an old woman, he 
gradually  ceased to drink.

Richard was a sm art  boy. His cu
r iosity  continued to increase and he 
began to th ink and ask questions 
about the life around him. He began 
to become race-conscious. He won
dered why “ w hite” people were d if 
ferent from “ b lack” people and he 
wanted to know why a white man 
could beat  a lit tle colored boy for no 
apparen t  reason.

He was late s ta r t ing  to school, be
cause there  was not enough money 
to buy school clothes. However, by 
the  time he did start ,  he had already 
taugh t  himself  to read and write, 
and to count. It was dur ing  this  peri
od of his life th a t  he also learned the 
obscenities th a t  unguided children 
pick up in the  streets.

R icha rd ’s m other  became ill, and 
he was f o r c e d  to remain  out of 
school. The family had no income 
and it was impossible to pay the 
ren t  for their  dingy li tt le  flat, so 
Richard and his bro ther  were put in 
an Orphanage. He hated it there .  Af
ter an unsuccessful a t tem pt to run  
away, he was taken out of the Or
phanage. Then he, his mother  and 
his b ro ther  left  for  Elaine, Ark., to 
live with his aun t  and uncle. En 
route to the ir  destination they s top
ped off in Jackson, Miss., to visit his 
grandm other  and grandfather .  R ich 
a r d ’s stay  there was an unhappy one, 
for he unintentionally,  hu t  constant 
ly, bucked the str ic t  religious atm os
phere of his g ran d p a re n ts ’ home.

Richard liked his a u n t ’s home, for 
he no longer had to go hungry.  But 
te rro r  sr tuck the  household when 
his uncle was killed by a group of 
whites. Again Richard and the rest 
of the family had to move. After liv
ing for some time with his g rand 
parents ,  they moved to W est Helena, 
Ark. F or  a  while Richard lived a 
commonplace existence with the  usu 
al playing, f ighting in the streets,  
and going to school. Then came days 
of hunger  again, for his aun t  left for 
the North with a  professor  th a t  she 
was to marry,  and his mother  could 
not earn  enough money to keep the 
family supplied with food.

His m other  continued to fail in 
health,  and Richard was finally sent 
to live with his uncle Clark,  in Green
wood, Miss. His b rother  was sen t  to 
live with his au n t  Maggie in Detriot. 
Richard disl iked his new home, as no 
one seemed to unders tand  him. He 
final ly persuaded his uncle to  let  
him re tu rn  to his mother.

From his m o th e r ’s suffering, young 
Richard developed a conception of 
life tha t  was to remain  with him a l 
ways. At the age of 12 he looked 
upon life dif ferently  from o ther  boys 
and girls his age. To him life was 
realistic, because he had only pain, 
suffering, poverty ,hunger,  restless
ness, and uncertai-nty to look back 
upon.

There were many more days of 
hunger,  household discord, and st r ic t  
adherence to his g randpa re n ts ’ re 
ligious beliefs, all of which made 
Richard very unhappy. He was forced 
to enroll in a religious school. It 
was ta u g h t  by his au n t  Addie whom 
he hated with such intensity  th a t  
twice he at tempted to kill her  with 
a butcher-knife.

As an escape from his unhappy 
home s i tuation Richard began to 
make up stories and wri te them 
down on paper. He left  the religious 
school he had been a t tending  and 
enrolled in the  public school, where 
he was put  in the sixth grade. He 
got a job and began to work, much 
against  the  wishes of his very religi
ous grandmother .

Every day, more and more, Rich
ard began to hate  and fear white peo
ple. He began to realize th a t  living 
in the South as a Negro was hard 
and cold.

When he was in the eighth  grade 
he had his f irs t story published. He 
dreamed of going nor th  and wri ting 
books. People ridiculed him because 
of his ambitions.  Yet he continued 
to cram into his brain  all the knowl
edge he could acquire. At the age 
of 16 he g raduated  from the  eighth 
grade.

A f t e r  graduat ion  Richard was 
again  faced with the problem of 
finding a job. White  people did not 
like to have him around, for they 
though t  he was loo ambitious, too 
observing, and too sm a r t  for a Negro. 
After holding a couple of jobs as 
clerk and ja n i to r  in small  shops, he 
got a job as jan i to r  and apprentice 
with an optical company. His boss 
was a liberal man from Illi'nois, but 
the men with whom he worked were 
Southern whites. They soon forced 
him to leave his job.

Richard became more bit ter , dis
illusioned and discouraged. The ex
perience stripped him of all se lf 
pride, of all belief in common de
cency. He resolved to try another  job 
unti l he could earn  enough money 
lo go north.  He worked firs t in a 
d rug store, next in a  hotel, and then 
in a theater .  He saved every penny 
he could spare. He even stole money 
a t  the  theate r .  When he had saved 
enough lo s ta r t  him on his way, he 
kissed his mother  good-bye and 
s ta r ted  for the city of Memphis, his 
f irs t stop on his journey north .

In Memphis Richard look lodg
ings on Beale street.  He got a job as 
errand  boy and jan i to r  a t  an  optical 
company. While working there  he 
took many insults from the  whites 
who worked around him. But  he 
laughed the insults off, for he was 
finally learning how to live in the 
‘‘white m a n’s” South. He was learn 
ing to calculate his chances for life 
in the South as a Negro, r a the r  clear
ly.

Richard continued to read, and his 
knowledge of books Ijegan to include 
those by grea t  modern write rs  of 
the world. From his reading he be
gan to grow in though t  as well as 
knowledge.

His mother  and brother  came to 
live with him and the th ree  set up 
house-keeping. A f t e r  his b rother  
found a job, they made plans for go
ing north .  The accidental visit of 
R icha rd ’s a u n t  Maggie, who had 
been deserted by her husband, com
pleted their  plans. Richard left his 
job cleanly and smoothly.  He and 
his au n t  went to Chicago to prepare 

(Continued On Page F our)


