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THE BENNETT BANNER
^^Anything W o r th  Reading, W e  W r i t e ”
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EDITORIAL BOARD

E d ito r   _   S y l v i a  R o c k , ’4 9
A ito c ia te  E d ito r _____R o b k b t  A n n  B r o w n . '5 0
F e a tu re  E d i t o r ___________ W i l m a  V e s t a l , ’50
N ew $ E d ito r ___________________ H e l e n  K i r k , '51
A rt  E d ito r  — .......................—  G w e n  C a n n ,  '49
BuninaiB M a n a p e r . . . G l o r i a  A l e x a n d e r , '50

Aanistants to B u sin ess  M anager:  
B e u l a h  B u l l a r d , '5 1 — S h a r o n  W e b b e r , 

B e u l a h  R o b e s o n

E xch a n g e  E d ito r  R o s a  M c D a n i e l s ,
C ircu la tion  E ditor—

B e t t y  M c C o n n a u c h e v , 
S e c r e ta ry _____________________ F a n n i e  D e n t ,

51

■50

’49
'5 0

RE PO R T ER S
R o b e r t  A n n  B r o w n , '5 0  
D k lo r eh  D o u g l a s , '51  
G e r a l d i n e  K i m b e r , '4 9  
M e l b a  D a v i s , '4 9  
M a x i n e  H a i t h , '4 9  
K a t h e r i n e  N e a l , '4 9

R u t h  M o r g a n , '5 0  
S u e  W a r d , '5 0  
R e g i n a  R o d g e r s , '4 9

T Y PIS T S

J a c q u e l i n e  Y o u n g , '4 9  
V iRA K e n n e d y , '4 9  
M a r y  D u l i n , ’4 9  
A n n  S t o n e , '5 0  
A n n i e  S m i t h , '4 9  

W iL BA H a r r i s . '5 0  
G e r t r u d e  J o n e s , '5 0

E l i z a b e t h  A. J o h n s o n , '5 2  
B e t t y  J o h n s o n , '5 0  
M a r i l y n  M o t l e y , '4 9

E m m a  H a z e l , '5 2  
A t h a l i n e  D a n c y , '5 0  
A u d r e y  C o c h r a n , '5 0

PR O O FR EA D ER S
B e t t y  E l l i s , '5 0  
N o l a  B e w l e y , '5 0  
R a m o n a  G e o r g e , '5 0

Persona/Zy, / W o n d e r . • .
Do you really  think privilege is 

sometiiinf’ holy that w ill  bring you  
all the joys of life  w ith  none of the  
clouds? The French N obles thought 
that before the French Revolution, 
and look w here it got them! That’s 
right, not only behind the “eight  
ball,” but underneath the Guillotine.  
IJow som e people lose their head' 
over a few  privileges, and som e lose  
their reputations, but it is a losing  
proposition any w ay you look at it—  
that is, w ithout one other thing.

Of course, y o u ’d like to know  what 
the  heck that one thing is, so you can 
'’ontin-ffe r e a d i n g  som ething else, 
w ould n ’t you? T hat’s not the idea, 
though, and I’m not going to tell you. 
Y ou’ve  got a brain, now  use it!

Priv ileges can be considered one  
of the worst perils in a life t im e w ith 
out this ’checkm ate. It is this “other 
thing” that has kept people like  
R oosevelt from turning a Democracy  
into a dictatorship or that has m ade  
people on ynur cam pus look to yon  
for your share of it before they grant 
you ,vour little  "Peril pearl!”

N ow, the Seniors probably dont’ 
realize it, but they’re d iving right 
into it head-first. Usually, som e S en 
ior gets her neck broken for not car
rying ‘it’ out, for not accepting it, or 
for ignoring it. It is som ething that 
cannot be forgotten, ignored, half 
done, or w alked over if y o u ’re on the  
road to graduation (and I guess you  
are).

But, le t’s stop playing gam es and  
get dow n to real facts. You know  by  
now  (if  you carried your share of it) 
t h a t  R esponsibility  is the “other 
th ing” I’m talking about. And every--j 
one of you w ho reads this article 
know s that you don’t take your share 
of it. Well, sister, if you plan to be  
anything (and if you live  long enougt' 
yo u ’ll be SO M ETH ING ), you ’ll have  
to carry it and carry it w ell. If you 
don’t be lieve  me, stop and ask som e
body . . . anybody, in fact. E v ery 
body knows. Really, if w e  face facts, 
you know  too.

We might call priv ileges our par 
ticular “Ides of M arch” and, not as
sum ing our responsibilities each of 
our Brutuses. B e lieve  me, turn your  
back on it, and it w ill  surely stab 
you right w here  it hurts the  most, in 
the . . . results.

A s a fellow  student 1 kn ow  the  
angry protest that w ill  im m ediately  
leave  each of your mouths. You claim  
that you h a v en ’t enough responsibil
ity . .  . and look how  you cheerfu lly

pass them  by.
I kn ow  you don’t believe  me, so 

here are som e exam p les of the re 
sponsibility you  could, if you  would, 
assume:

H ow  m any of us like to have dances 
and parties? Yet, h ow  m any help  
decorate, pay our dues on time, help  
clean up? Just ask yourself th e  rea
son you don’t head such com m ittees  
. . . because you ’re afraid yo u ’ll have  
to do all the w o r k  yourself. Yet, 
know ing this, you gaily  dance the 
night aw ay on som e class m artyr’s 
neck. There have been cases of girls 
decorating the gym  practically sin -  
glehandedly  for a dance and then  
being so tired and sick they th em 
selves could not attend. W hat a l i t 
tle acceptance of responsibility  on the  
part of her classm ate could have  
done there!

Then there are the Lyceum  pro
grams w hich  a lw ays cause bitter  
feelings. We are offered so m any op 
portunities here w hich  w e  m ay never  
see again, yet how  m any of us go to 
programs to w hich  w e ’re not forced? 
Oh, yes, w e  say that w e  don’t go to 
more programs because there are so 
m any w e “h ave” to attend. I w onder  
if you  realize that if you attended  
the non-com pulsory ones there would  
soon be more and more of these u n 
til Chapel w ould  all be a voluntary  
affair.

We are so f o n d  of demanding  
things that w e  do not realize often  
(hat the best w ay to get more of a n y 
thing is to show  that you k n ow  w haf 
to do w ith  w h at you have.

N ow  w e are to soon h ave  an oppor
tunity to test this principle in action. 
The H om em aking Institute w ill  be  
here on the third of April. You know  
that w ill m ean afternoon, evening. 
End m orning programs. T he morning  
programs w ill  take the place of reg 
ular chapel time, but the afternoon  
and even ing  ones w ill  be non -co m 
pulsory. If any of us are the adult 
young w om en w e  claim so avid ly  to 
be, w e  w ill  not miss a session. It con 
cerns intim ately  any girl w ho  planF 
to com bine marriage and a career  
for any length of time.

To prove to yourself that you are 
adult and capable of taking respon
sibility  of all k inds seriously, go 
D on’t miss because you can. R em em 
ber, only an adult can dem and adul^ 
treatment; and an adult cannot a f 
ford to neglect responsibility  anj 
m ore than she can afford to enjoj  
privileges.

HOMEMAKING IN ST ITUT E (continued from p a p  1 )
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and speaker for the afternoon ses 
sions w il l  be  provided for the  stu 
dents to sign. Those students w ho  
w ish  to attend m ay sign these sheets  
and go. Their attendance w ill  be  
checked at the session to w hich  they  
go. If they  are not in class or the  
session e ither they  w ill  receive a reg 
u lar class cut.

It is the hope of those on the  p lan 
n ing com m ittee as w e ll  as all others 
connected w ith  th e  H om em aking  In 

stitute that you  w ill  as a student 
body participate actively  and in ter
estedly  in the  various activities of 
the w eek. T hey  are for your benefit  
and growth. It m ust be realized that 
a program such as this, no m atter  
how  high its aspirations, depends 
so le ly  for success on those w ho at
tend. You w ill  be expected  and w e l 
comed at all sessions of the Hom e-  
m aking Institute for Bennett Col
lege, 1949!

Robert Views The News
On March 3, the  President accept

ed Jam es V. Forrestal’s resignation as 
Secretary of D efense, and Louis A  
Johnson w as chosen to replace Mr.

1 Forrestal.

We have been hearing rumors 
about Mr. Forrestal’s resigning as 
D efense Secretary since the P resi
dential election, but those rumors 
were never  confirm ed by Truman or 
Forrestal. How ever, the resignation  
of Forrestal is a verification of the 
long-circulated  rumors w hich  I think  
w ere not entirely  groundless.

Forrestal did not support Truman  
during the recent Presidentia l cam 
paign as w as expected  of a cabinet 
colleague. I certainly fee l that Tru
man could not overlook Forrestal’s 
failure to bolster h im  and that an 
appointm ent of a n ew  D efense  S ec 
retary w as inevitable  although F or-  
le sta l  tried to hold out as long as 
possible.

T rum an’s appointm ent of Louis 
Johnson as Forrestal’s successor must  
be m erely  considered as a w a y  the  
President says “thank yo u ” to John 
son for his support during the cam 
paign. It is true that Johnson re 
ceived most of the credit for the 
scrapping of financial aid for Tru
m an’s campaign, but that it is not 
all that recom m ends h im  for his n ew  
job.

Johnson w as army mobilizer at the  
eve  of World War II and it is said  
that his planning shortened the war  
by eighteen months. H ere’s hoping  
that h e  w ill  be able to demonstrate  
successfu lly  his keen  in telligence and 
diplomatic skill in this n ew  job as he  
did in governm ent posts he has held  
previously.

The issue in the  Senate now adays  
is w hether  there should be unlim ited  
debates or to pass a proposed am en d 
ment to Rule X X II  that w ould  en 
able tw o-th irds vote of the Senate to 
close any debate to force any m eas
ure, motion, or other matter to a vote.

Most of us are fam iliar w ith  the  
w a y  the filibuster works. It is a tac 
tic very  frequently  em ployed by  
Southern Senators who oppose a bill 
but are not suffic ient in num ber for 
a vote against the bill to prove e ffec 
tive. The filibuster is m erely  a “m u m 
ble jum ble” of nothing that goes on 
incessantly to prevent the measure, 
motion, or a m atter being brought to 
a vote.

The proposed am endm ent to Rule  
X X II w ill  enable a tw o-th irds m a-  

I jority vote to force an issue. N ow  just 
how  there w il l  be a tw o-th irds m a
jority  w hen  it seem s that the  R epub
licans have pitted them selves against 
the northern D em ocrats and have al 
lied them selves w ith  the Southern  
Democrats? Of course, it m ight not 
be true that the Republicans w ill 
vote against the proposed am end-  

I ment, but it does seem  to us that 
I they’re rather set against the  D em o-  
] crats w ho hold the power in the S en 

ate.
i  The Senate leader could put an 
j  end to filibustering on an issue, but 
I this method has never  been tried and 
I I don’t think it ever will. If A lben  

Barkley, Senate leader, w as to hif 
gavel after a prolonged session o( 
filibustering and say  “w e  w il l  now  
stop all debate on the issue and v o te ,’' 
the debating w ould  have to cease  
But if  this w ere  to happen the  leadei 
Df the Senate w ould  be criticized as 
distatorial, authoritative, and every- 
':hing im aginable so that it is reason
ably sure that he  w il l  not take thir 
step regardless of h ow  much an issue 
m ight w arrant it. T he Am erican p eo 
ple would declare loudly  that he  was 
violating the A m erican principle oi 
democracy.

1 Personally, I detest the filibuster, 
; but there is a fundam ental democrat- 
■ ic principle upholding it. T he A m er i
can idea o f  dem ocracy is that an im -  

, portant m inority  should n ever  be  
coerced. Is it right to try  to force a 
decision w hen  there is strong oppo
sition is a question I w ish  that those  

[ of you w ho read th is colum n w ill  
I  ponder.

Culture Corner
The usual criticism concerning the  

theater today is its trend for stark 
realism  w hich m any feel has been so 
exaggerated  until it has ceased to be  
real, but rather fantastical m elo 
dramas put upon the stage designed  
to shock audiences into . . . moods, or 
to digress w ith  pessimistic them es on 
the tragedy of the universe; they b e 
lieve, in other words, there has been  
too drastic a change from V ictorian-  
ism that so dom inated the theater in 
the beginning of the century.

I disagree com pletely  w ith  these  
reserve seat critics inasm uch as I 
believe  that drama today,— as it a l
w ays has— is reflecting the life  w e  
live, and if  that life  seem s unp leas
ant, it is only because w e  have made  
it so.

C ertainly it is a paradox on society  
that in a day of psychiatrists, p sy 
chologists, and w hat have you, there  
are more com plex neuroses than  
ever  before. Of course, the obvious  
answ er m ight be it is because in the  
tw entieth  century w e  have stuck  
labels on em otions that are as old as 
m ankind . . . Euripides w rote about 
them, Shakespeare w rote about them, 
and n ow  Tennessee W illiams writes  
about them. A s Shakespeare said, 
“Drama is the mirror of life ,” and 
w heth er  w e like  it or not the mirror 
of B roadw ay is reflecting us in all 
our horror of an xiety  and frustra
tion.

Yet, don’t le t this business of 
drama reflecting unpleasantness that 
none of us like  to face prevent as 
m any theater excursions as possible  
for the spring and sum m er vacations, 
for there are a num ber of top show s  
running on B roadw ay this season  
Perhaps the most outstanding of these  
is M axw ell A nderson’s A nne of the 
Thousand Days, w hich  is quite typ i
cal of the Anderson tragedies con
cerning the Tudor’s rule. This drama 
is a stately  m oving one, ye t  fu ll of 
passion and interests as it tells the 
romance of H enry VIII and one of 
his m any loves, A nne Bolen. R ex  
Harrison has been g iven  any number  
of praises for his portrayal of the  
fantastic King H enry VIII.

A lso outstanding is G iraudoux’s 
w eird French drama. The M adwom  
an of Chaillot, and the latest Cole  
Porter m usical Kiss Me Kate. Arthur  
Miller, author of A ll My Sons, too has 
another successful p lay now  running  
titled D eath of a  Salesman, a psycho
logical drama of a man w ho  realizes  
too late that he is a failure because  
his life  had been based on rationali
zation rather than reality.

A s for the season’s repertoire here, 
H arvey, one of B roadw ay’s longest 
running show s comes to the Nationa' 
Theater the first w eek  of April. 
H arvey, w hich  has come to be prac
tically  a by-w ord  for com edy in the

theater, w ill  have in the leading role 
Joe E. Brown.

W e understand that A. & T. is m ak 
ing plans for a spring production of 
comedy, and that John Loves Mary  
is b eing  g iven  consideration. W e  
w ere som ew hat disappointed, h o w 
ever, in their programs for the earl
ier part of the month.

The M instrel w as p lanned w ell  
and designed to capture a spirit of 
vaudeville  of bygone days, but u n 
fortunately an audience who did not 
w holehearted ly  respond prevented  
too much success. The dance recital 
on the w hole  w as entertaining w hile  
individual numbers w ere  often quite  
good for amateurs w ho seem ed to 
have really  had special talents, but 
rather enjoyed  m odern dancing as: 
a hobby. The lighting w as superb, 
especially  in the “Horror D ances,” 
w h ile  the “B roadw ay” num bers done 
by Miss L ow e w ere quite outstand
ing.

Our ow n spring production, The  
Dam ask Cheek, le ft  its audience w ith  
m ixed, but delightfu l emotions. We 
w ere thoroughly disgusted w ith  Mrs. 
Randall although she w as a case for 
sym pathy or a psychiatrist; w e  v ie w 
ed Rhoda’s metam orphosis taking  
place shockingly; thrilled to the la d 
ie s’ man, Neil; im m ediately  liked  
J im m y because he w as just J im m y;  
understood the adolescence of M ich
ael and Nora; thrilled to the v iv a 
ciousness of Calla; w ere  amused by  
Miss Pinner, and, in other words, w e  
spent quite an engaging tim e in the  
“upstairs liv ing  room of Mrs. R an 
dall’s house in the East S ix ties .”

E specially  w e ll  cast w ere  Vira 
K ennedy in the role of the proper 
Mrs. Randall, and Margaret P le a s 
ants as that tolerable Miss Pinner, 
the most interesting scene, of course, 
w as Scene One of A ct Three w hich  
included the m ost un lad y-lik e  fight  
betw een Rhoda, G w en  Cann, and 
Calla, M axine Haith.

Y et everyth ing  is never  as smootii 
as a cast, director, and stage crev/ 
w ould  like for it to be. The very  fact 
that they release their shortcomings  
m eans productions w ill  be technically  
smoother, lines w ill  be said w ith  
still few er  breaks; character portray
al w ill  strike a happier m edium  rath
er than exaggeration  too often, and 
on the other hand insincerity too 
often.

That’s certainly a tall order for any  
college t h e a t e r ,  but The Damask  
Cheek has proved it can be  done and 
that they  are w hat one m ight call 
“on the ball.” R esponsib le  for put
ting it there w as the  director. Miss 
Johnson, for the p lay  m o v e d  as 
though it w ere  a light balloon being  
tossed in the air w hich  made for w it 
ty and light comedy. One m ust be  
good to m ake a com edy do that.

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor of The B ennett Banner:

It has been said that the United  
States is a democracy. Going from  
the general to the specific, one w ould  
presum e that because  Bennett Col
lege  is located in  this dem ocracy the  
departments of the college should  
also be democratic. I f  one has had  
any dealings w ith  the R ecords’ O f
fice, for exam ple, she begins to doubt 
this.

What do you, the  reader, consider  
the purpose of the w hite  cards w hich  
2 re g iven  at com pulsory m eetings  
held outside of chapel? We both  
thought th ey  w ere  to check attend
ance at these affairs. How ever, that 
is defin ite ly  not so. W hat their real 
purpose is, not even  the Records Of
fice could truthfu lly  tell. If the girls 
who g ive  out the cards ha ven ’t tim e  
to take them  back, w h y  h a v e  such  
inefficiency, laziness, and lack of 
responsibility  tow ard a duty w hen  
others, not she, suffer?

If, w hen  attem pts are m ade to  
clear up m isunderstandings authorit.v 
takes a biased, hypocritical, one-sided  
v ie w  of the situation, w hat then can 
the student do? If concessions are 
m ade to one, w h y  not m ake them  to

all? W hen law s are m ade they  are as 
firm as concrete. They aren’t stretch
ed and tw isted  to aid a few  and re 
pulse others. If Ella p icked a f low er  
in a public park because she liked its 
beauty, do you think she should go 
unreprimanded? It w ould  not hap 
pen in any place I k n o w  of excep t in 
the Records Office w here, because  
Ella sm iles sw eetly  she suffers not 
at all and Jane is g iven  som e h a lf -  
baked, stuttery, fl im sy  excu se  for in 
consistency.

No m atter w hat w eak  argum ent is 
offered in defense of it, this biased  
practice is wrong. W hen a girl is 
given  cuts th ey  should be taken w hen  
she CUTS chapel w ithout an excuse,  
not because of som e u nknow n policy  
of an ineffic ient department.

Unfortunately, one student cannot  
rem edy the situation but she  can  
bring it  to light so that all shall see  
and know  that it is  WRONG, d o w n 
right unfair, and not democratic. I 
do hope, in spite of their failings, the  
em ployees o f  th e  Records Office do 
h ave broad enough m inds to see  that 
these are facts w hich  should not be.

R espectfu lly  yours,
— One of the W ronged Students


