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“Women, Race & Class” defines dilemma
by Penny L. Hill

Angela Davis’ Women, Race 
& Class is a fasc inating  his
to ry  trac ing  the plight of 
women from  the 19th century 
to the p resen t in the ir  a t 
tem pt to b ring  about political, 
economic and sexual reform. 
D raw ing its s treng th  from 
historical inform ation and 
her own ideas, Davis’ book 
enthralls  the reader page 
a f te r  page.

Davis, like m any others, 
believes th a t  the  women’s 
movement is in trouble. She 
supports he r  idea w ith the 
reason th a t  “today’s fem in
ists a re  repeating  the failures 
of the  women’s movement a 
hundred years ago.”

Davis states th a t  “Once

again it  [the movement] has 
been defeated by the same is
sues of race and class th a t  
split and dissipated it  in the 
nineteenth century.” During 
the 19th century the middle- 
class women were figh ting  
for the vote while lower-class 
women wanted unions. Today, 
women are  still divided by 
race and class, and thev are  
still f igh ting  fo r d ifferen t 
rights. Middle-class white 
women agita te  fo r legalized 
abortion w h i l e  lower-class 
m inority  women are f igh ting  
against forced sterilization.

Some th ings in life m ay 
change but one th ing  is for 
c e r ta in : society will always 
be divided by race and cla^s.

Throughout her book, Dav
is reflects on the relationship

of women to racism and class. 
H er brillian t work begins 
with a look a t  the female 
slave. Unlike her white sister, 
the black woman has had to 
f igh t for an ex tra  right, free 
dom. D isregard ing  her worth, 
a shady picture has been 
painted of the female slave, 
and therefore  of the black 
woman. According to Davis, 
the female slave has been 
characterized as “a house- 
servant— either a cook, maid 
or m am m y fo r  the  children 
in the big house.”

However, she worked the 
fields and perform ed m anv 
other laborious jobs which 
the stereotyped role does not 
account for. Davis reports 
th a t  “Those of us who have 
anxiously aw aited a serious

study of the  black woman 
during  slavery rem ain, so fa r ,  
disappointed.”

Davis carries the  reader 
th rough the struggles of 
women and the ex tra  s tru g 
gles of the black woman be
cause of racism and class. A 
case in point is the  W om an’s 
Suffrage  Movement which 
strived f o r  emancipation. 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton pub
licly showed her  rac is t ideas 
in a letter to the  Netv Ycrrk 
Standard. Davis states, “ She 
was determined, it seems, to 
prevent fu r th e r  progress fo r 
black people, if  it  m ean t th a t  
white women m ight not enioy 
the immediate benefits of th a t  
progress.”

This makes one stop and 
th ink  about w ha t kind of

society she is living in when 
a person refuses to  move 
ahead if  i t  m eans th a t  some
one else will also move ahead 
or even beyond.

Davis explores other co n 
cepts as well. She m akes her 
points clear to the  reader by 
quoting such fam ous people 
as the  Grimke sisters, Lucre- 
t ia  Mott, Susan B. Anthony 
and Frederick  Douglass.

She captures the  reader’s 
atten tion  from  the beginning 
and holds it  to the  very  end. 
Davis’ enjoyable, m agnificent 
and, m ost of all, rew ard ing  
work has something th a t  ev
ery woman, especially the 
black woman, can re la te  to. 
Therefore, it  will be very 
much w orth  your while to 
read and g rasp  its  meaning.

“When and Where 1 Enter . . has heart
by Christiana Tumaku

Paula Giddings’ W hen and 
Where I  E n te r  . . .  is a vivid 
and splendid h istory  of the 
impact of black women on 
race and sex in America. The 
book gives “heart-th robb ing” 
descriptions about the contin
ued struggles and conflicts of 
the black woman from  the 
days of slavery to the present.

This h istory  contains ac
curate  research about the  sig
n ifican t roles various black 
women played, and a re  still 
playing, tow ard  the continued 
functioning of Am erican so
ciety. The active works of re 
nowned black women includ
ing M ary Church Terrell, Ida 
B. Wells, M ary Ann Shadd 
Cary and M ary  McLeod Be-

thune, a re  featured. These 
women “labored” fo r the ad 
vancement of the black race.

This book is divided into 
three parts. The f i r s t  p a r t  
concerns black women “in 
venting themselves.” The sec
ond p a r t  describes the  discov
ering of the “new N egro” 
woman. The th ird  p a r t  details 
the continuing of the un fin 
ished revolution by black 
women.

In an a ttem pt to invent 
themselves, black women had 
to “confront and redefine 
m orality  and assess its rela 
tionship to ‘true  womanhood.’ 
Fo r the  prevailing views of 
the society had not only de
based their  image, bu t had 
also excluded them from  the 
m ainstream  of the labor force

and continued to make them  
vulnerable to sexual exploita
tion,” Giddings argues.

The picture th a t  the  black 
women were t ry in g  to  po r 
tra y  was th a t  color, class or 
the experience of s’avery did 
not annul the  moral streng th  
of tru e  womanhood.

The discovery of the  “new 
Negro” woman during  and 
a f te r  World W ar I saw the 
emergence of M ary  McLeod 
Bethune, the  black brain- 
tru s te r .  She was not fo r once 
willing to give up the idea of 
equality fo r blacks, unlike 
some other black leaders. 
M ary Bethune believed th a t  
there  were advantages to vol
un ta ry  separation, a philoso
phy th a t  helped her reach her 
goals fo r providing opportu 

nities fo r  blacks.
Of g rea t  importance is the  

continuing of the  unfinished 
revolution of the black wom
an. The young black activists 
of the  ’60s not only had role 
models bu t also s trong  beliefs, 
p o i s e  and self-assurance 
about w ha t they were doing.

Today, the  role of the black 
woman needs to be reap 
praised because of the  con
tinued crises in black families 
described in The M oynihan  
R evort:  “A t the  h e a rt  of the 
deterioration of the  fabric  of 
the  Negro society is the  de
teriora tion  of Negro family. 
I t  is the  fundam ental cause 
of weakness in the Negro 
community. Unless the  dam 
age is repaired  all the e ffo rt  
to  end discrimination, pover

ty  and injustice will come to 
little .”

The two m ajo r  ideas th a t  
evolve from  th is  excellent 
piece of w riting  are  th a t  the 
black woman w a s  a b l e  
th rough experience to  under
stand the relationship be
tween sexism and racism  and 
th a t  the black wom an rose 
above the perils of double 
discrimination.

The s treng th  of th is  book 
lies in the  good bibliography 
and resource d irectory used 
by the author. This is a useful 
book fo r every black woman 
to read. I t  helps one under
stand the approaches various 
women used in an a ttem p t to 
clear up the  misconceptions 
and stereotyped beliefs about 
the “Black W oman.”

“Jubilee”: gritty heroine finds freedom
by K aren F isher

M argare t  W alker’s Jvibilee 
is a picturesque, emotion- 
provoking novel recounting 
the tr iu m p h an t struggle of 
an enslaved black woman in 
gaining her  freedom.

The book, published in 
1966, retells the  actual ex
periences of the  au tho r’s 
great-grandm other. I t  also of
fers  a new perspective on the 
Civil W ar period.

The p ro tagonist Vyry is the 
illegitimate daughter of a 
slave, H etta , and M aster John

Morris Dutton. Vyry is de
spised and abused by D ut
ton ’s wife. Big Missy Salina, 
because of V yry’s resem 
blance to D utton’s daughter 
Lilian. W orking as a house 
slave, Vyry receives a terrib le 
punishm ent from  S a lin a : She 
is hung by her thum bs in a 
closet.

Vyry is a strong-wil'ed 
woman who, although de
feated m any times, never 
quits until she obtains her 
freedom. She m arries  an 
equally s trong  man, Randall 
Ware, a free black who owns 
a blacksmith business and 
collaborates with abolitionists

to free  m any salves. W are 
inspires h e r  to seek her 
freedom.

Characterization is one of 
W alker’s g rea t strengths. The 
au tho r never indulges in 
stereotypes. M aster Dutton is 
compassionate, a quality con
sidered weak by his wife and 
overseer. Salina Dutton is the 
embodiment of hypocrisy. 
Considered “a first-class 
lady” and a perfect Christian, 
she is a cold-hearted woman 
who t re a ts  h e r  slaves as if 
they are  senseless animals.

Mrs. W alker’s novel is also 
successful because of its

stra igh tfo rw ard  p l o t  and 
clear, crisp style. The au 
th o r’s words flow smoothly 
and rhythmically.

W alker describes the  w hip 
ping of V yry a f te r  she tries  
to escape from  the plantation 
in this w ay: “ I t  [the whipl 
cut the a ir  and her flesh and 
cried ‘zing’ and V yry  saw 
s ta rs  th a t  were red and black 
and silver, and there  were a 
thousand of those s ta rs  in the 
m idnight sky and her head 
felt as if i t  would split open 
and the whip cut her like a 
red-hot poke iron or a knife 
th a t  was razor sharp  and cut 
both ways.”

The novel contains m any 
suspenseful events which ac
celerate the  read e r’s h e a r t 
beat as if she is actually ex
periencing the  situations. In 
addition, the  plot involves the 
reader because i t  forces her 
to confront and question h e r 
self about the  righ tness and 
wrongness of the  charac te rs’ 
actions. Then, too, the  n a r r a 
tive brings the  reader face-to- 
face w ith the cruelties th a t  
can exist in life.

I enjoyed reading Jubilee  
immensely. T h i s  n o v e l  
grasped my in te rest and nev
er let i t  go. I strongly  rec
ommend i t  to everyone.

%Belles want more from Fritz
by Pam ela Gary

If  the election was held 
today, W alter Mondale would 
get the Belles’ votes, bu t not 
because of the ir  feelings of 
overwhelming confidence in 
the  Democratic candidate.

Support fo r Mondale is 
prevalent not because of his 
personality  bu t because of his 
pa rty  affiliation. Although 
Mondale’s political experience 
as vice president qualifies 
him to seek the  presidency, 
most students do not th ink  
th a t  he has the  m omentum  or 
s treng th  of character to win.

Jun io r  S ta  c y  e Whyte, 
doesn’t  th ink  Mondale is 
s trong  enough to defeat 
Ronald Reagan. “ His cam
paign is based on try in g  to 
put Reagan on the defensive 
and he fails. He ends up look
ing very insecure in his own

abilities,” she says.
One of Mondale’s m ajor ob

stacles is his lukewarm p e r 
sonality. Senior Valarie Reid 
feels th a t  he lacks charism a: 
“ I th ink  Mondale is too pas 
sive. He needs to be much 
more outspoken.” W hyte feels 
th a t  his personality has got
ten lost: “ His personality
could be a definite aid if 
brought out. I th ink  he has 
too m any aides telHng him 
how to react to th ings totally 
out of his character.”

Senior Yvonne Ashley says 
Mondale needs to be more 
fo rce fu l: “ He a lw ays . strikes 
me as being on a tightrope 
emotionally. I t  is almost as 
if he’s a fra id  of letting  the 
public see who he really is.” 

Ju s t  as students have very 
clear impressions of w hat 
they actually see in Mondale, 
they  also know w hat they

would like to change. Jun ior 
Toni T yra  would like to see 
Mondale develop a s tronger 
alliance with minorities. “He 
seems to be tak ing  the m inor
ity support th a t  the Demo
cra ts  have trad itionally  re 
ceived fo r granted. He hasn ’t  
taken  any tough stands on 
m inority  issues yet in his 
cam paign,” she says.

Sophomore Aida Bennett 
agrees. “ I would like to see 
him placed m ore in the m i
nority  eye th an  he is r igh t 
now. I would like to see him 
directly address more m ajor 
concerns of m inorities,” she 
states.

Reid feels th a t  Mondale’s 
choice of a runn ingm ate  was 
too radical a move to make. 
“ I would have chosen Jesse 
Jackson instead of Geraldine 
F e rra ro  because he has more 
experience on foreign policy.

His campaign presented new 
ideas and he would not have 
been as controversial a figure  
as F e rra ro  has become,” she 
explains.

Even though Mondale has 
not addressed m inority  issues 
to everyone’s satisfaction, he 
is not viewed as a racist. 
W hyte believes he has always 
supported minorities.

Jun io r  Constance Blackwell 
feels Mondale would not be 
as devastating to blacks as 
Reagan has been. “Look a t  
w hat Reagan has done in the 
past four years. Blacks have 
not benefited from him unless 
they were previously wealthy 
or in the A rm y,” she claims.

B ennett views Mondale as 
a more positive force fo r  m i
norities than  th e  cu rren t ad 
m inistra tion. “Mondale would 
be a help to  blacks because 
he emphasizes . . .” she says.
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