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Conflict of interests ends friendship
an essay 

by Carla Bannister
My best friend, Sally Smith, 

lived nex t door to m e from  1972 
to 1985. She w as th e  youngest of 
five children, and I was the second 
oldest of four. Sally lived in a 
huge th ree -s to ry  w hite house. H er 
yard  was large with pretty  trees 
and flowers. I lived in a large 
th ree -s to ry  w hite  house w ith  a 
big backyard.

Sally  had  shou lder-leng th  je t-  
black hair. H er hair  w as always 
pressed to m ak e  it appear straight, 
w hich was quite the opposite of 
m y  n a tu ra lly  w avy, long pigtails. 
Sally had dark  chocolate-colored 
smooth skin, and I had light ca ra 
m el-colored clear skin. Sally also 
had  straight, short, pea rl-w hite  
teeth. I had s tra igh t w hite teeth  
th a t  were oavity-free. We w ere 
shorter than  m ost kids our age. 
O ur legs would often dangle over 
chairs, and we would struggle to 
m ake  our sm all feel touch the 
floor. We both  had slim builds.

Sally’s paren ts w orked eight to 
10 hours daily to  provide Sally 
w ith  a closet full of fashionable 
bell-bottom  b lue jeans and w ide- 
collar, p r in ted  shirts. Only m y  
fa th e r  worked, so our fam ily  was 
not as fashionable as Sally ’s. 
Since Sally and I w ore the  sam e 
size, I would often w ear her  
clothes w henever w e could sneak 
ou t of h e r  house w ithout her 
pa ren ts’ seeing me. W hen I w ore 
h e r  clothes, I felt like h e r  a little 
bit and I felt very  fashionable.

Sally liked to  shop for new  
tren d y  clothes often, so I would 
get h e r  hand-m e-dow ns. She liked 
some of m y  clothes, so w e would 
often  trad e  clothes fo r a day or 
two. Som etim es it w as like having 
tw o closets full of clothes. We 
loved to  dress u p  alike. We also 
liked to  go shopping w ith  one of 
our parents. W hen we w ere out 
in p u b l i c  sometimes, people 
thought w e w ere tw ins because 
w e dressed and acted the  sam e.

Sally and I w ere very  close.

We often talked about everything, 
such as our pa ren ts’ or siblings’ 
faults, the boys a t school, m a r 
riage, and our fu tu re  children. 
A fter these talks w e’d play house 
w ith our Barbie dolls. We would 
often m ake up  rom antic  stories 
about Barbie and Ken. If  our 
paren ts had listened to  our little 
rom antic  tales, they  would have 
been shocked because a t the  end 
of every episode Ken and Barbie 
w ere naked and kissing. We would 
often p lay w ith  the dolls in the 
basem ent of our house so th a t  we 
could have som e privacy.

As Sally and I grew  older, we 
spent tim e going to see W alt Dis
ney movies on S atu rday  a f te r 
noons. We would spend all S a tu r 
day m orning try ing  on clothes, 
shoes, m ake-up  and perfum e. We 
liked to go to th e  large m alls and 
shop for p re tty  shoes and dresses. 
We also did a lot of th ings w ith  
our families. My fam ily  would 
often take  Sally to church and the 
zoo, the  parks and th e  a r t  m u 
seums. Sally’s m o th e r  took us 
shopping and to the movies. We 
had  so m uch  fun, and as th e  years 
w en t by, w e becam e closer and 
closer. We enjoyed each o th e r’s 
company, and w e felt free to  be 
ourselves. We accepted, trusted  
and loved each o ther as sisters 
and best friends.

Since Sally ’s paren ts  worked, 
she’d often come over m y  house 
a fte r school. W e’d w alk  hom e 
from  school and go to  m y house, 
which w as always w arm . My 
m other would always bake us 
some p eanu t-bu tte r,  or oatm eal or 
sugar cookies. I loved to come 
hom e from  grade school and  eat 
m y m o th e r’s fresh -baked  cookies 
and drink  cold chocolate m ilk. 
These tim es  w ere  special because 
m y m o th er  would always listen 
as SaUy and I told h e r  about our 
day. Since Ssilly knew  our fam ily 
so well, she’d  call m y m other, 
“Mom.” W e would show m y  
m other our ar tw ork  and school 
papers. Sally w ould even proudly

show my m o th er  her g rade card 
as I showed mine.

My m o th er  trea ted  Sally ju s t 
like one of her  daughters. My 
m other let Sally help herself to 
all the cookies and m ilk  she 
w anted. She also allow ed Sally 
inside the house w ithout knock 
ing. My sisters liked it w hen Sally 
would com e over and tell funny 
knock-knock  jokes. O ur whole 
fam ily  trea ted  her as a m em ber of 
the  family.

Some days Sally would spend 
tim e at h er  g randm other’s house. 
Sally’s friends and rela tives in  an 
all-b lack neighborhood w ere a bad 
influence. They would get high, 
sw ear and party . Sally was fasci
nated  w ith  this faste r lifestyle. 
Sally would always act d ifferently  
around  those friends than  she’d 
act w ith  m e  w hen she was sweet, 
k ind and nice. A round h e r  o ther 
friends she’d act loud, rude  and 
ugly.

In  1977 Sally spent m ore time 
over a t h er  g ran d m o th er’s house 
than  she did a t my house. About 
this tim e I w as in  the  seventh 
grade and she w as in th e  sixth. 
D uring th is t im e  w e w ere headed 
in tw o separa te  directions. Sally 
learned all th e  la tes t disco dances 
and w ent to  the  new  teen  disco. 
Sally also learned  how  to  swear, 
smoke and  sneak around  w ith 
boys. A t th is t im e  1 w as attending 
a p rivate  Catholic jun io r  high 
school. I was also actively involved 
in m y  church. I w as a m em ber 
of th e  usher board, th e  youth  choir 
and th e  youth  d ra m a  group. I w as 
som ew hat sheltered from  the type 
of en v iro n m en t th a t  SaUy w as e x 
posed to. My strict, caring  paren ts 
fo rbade m e to  go to the  teen  disco, 
so I d id n ’t  learn  how  to  dance.

A bout a  y ea r  la te r  Sally w ent 
to a public ju n io r  high school. 
She learned  slowly, and she played 
around so m uch th a t  she had  to 
repea t th e  seventh  grade. H er 
paren ts  had to w ork  o vertim e to 
buy h er  m ore  clothes to show her 
the ir  love. W ith th e ir  w orking

overtim e, she had to spend m ore 
tim e at h e r  g ran d m o th e r’s house. 
The more time she spent over 
there, the m ore  d is tan t w e b e 
came.

On the days I spent a t h er  
house, she tr ied  to change me. 
She’d pu t on h er  R ichard  P ryor 
and Moms M abley com edy tapes 
and expose m e to  cussing. She 
also called boys and ta lked  non 
sense to them. She also liked to 
p u t on the latest disco records 
and show m e th e  la test dances. 
I tr ied  to do these dances, bu t I 
was so uncoordinated  th a t  she 
laughed at me. I w asn ’t used to 
these types of w orld ly  things, so 
I often felt “sq u a re” w hen  e x 
posed to  these things.

Sally was changing, and she 
seemed to be growing up  faste r 
than  I. F ro m  the seventh  grade 
until th e  ten th  grade, I w as ta k 
ing music, a r t  and skating lessons. 
I had  a  lim ited  b it of freedom , 
w hereas Sally had  a lot of free 
dom. I read  a lot and  loved to 
spend tim e in  the  library . Sally 
w as very  outgoing. F or instance, 
she hung out in th e  streets and 
she loved to  ride around tow n in 
cars, to party , to m e e t boys, gos
sip and smoke. I could not identify 
w ith  h er  n ew  lifestyle, so I s ta rted  
to  avoid h e r  like she was a poison- 
ivy plant.

S he laughed at the w ay I 
danced, th e  w ay I ta lked  and  even 
a t my Catholic school uniform . 
She w as s'lipping into th e  wrong 
direction. She continued to live 
out a carefree  lifestyle, w hile I 
found several activities to substi
tu te  for our dying friendship. By 
th e  tim e we reached high school, 
we w ere  strangers. I w ent to an 
all-g irls’ Catholic high school and 
she w ent to  a popular public 
school. We passed each o ther 
every  b lue moon. W hen we did 
see each other, we found nothing 
to ta lk  about. I d idn ’t  know  the  
fast crowd she hu n g  out with, 
and she d idn ’t know  the  people 
th a t  I hung  out w ith.

From  age 16 to 17, I was living 
overseas in Oslo, Norway. During 
this year I spent a lot of time 
with my fam ily. I was heavily in 
fluenced by m y parents. Without 
any peer pressure, I made up 
m y own m ind  about m y  life 
and  fu ture. I read a lot about 
teenage problems and their solu
tions. I ta lked to m y parents often 
and becam e close to them .

M eanwhile, Sally was in A m er
ica being heavily influenced by 
society, h er  friends and her peers. 
She was not close to her family, 
and they argued constantly. Sally 
searched for love and affection 
from  her boyfriends. When I got 
back to the  states and moved 
back in to  the old neighborhood, 
I found th a t  h e r  views about life 
w ere  d ifferent from  mine.

A fter w e both got out of high 
school, Sally got a job a t a local 
factory  as a janitor. I w ent on to 
college. About this t im e  our family 
m oved to a new  neighborhood. 
A bout a year later, Sally decided 
tO' get m arried . She now is an 
unem ployed m arried  w om an liv 
ing a t th e  same three-s tory  house 
w ith her  paren ts and unemployed 
husband.

Now th a t  I am  a senior at 
Bennett, I th ink  of Sally and 
our happy childhood friendship. 
She has changed so m uch th a t  I 
am afra id  to go see h er  or even 
call her. I don’t  know w hat to 
say to h er  because we have 
changed so much.

Pledging perils
(from page 3) 

friends, I would have called 
her a liar. It hurts me to see 
so much negative spirit in
flicted upon my Greek sisters.

We were black sisters be
fore we were Bennett sisters 
and we were Bennett sisters 
before we were Greek compe
titors. Where will this mad
ness end?

Newsmakers: “info” you ought to know
Important Council: Interested in the welfare of children and youth? Then the 

Council for Exceptional Children is interested in you!
Join the CEC and become an active member. For further information, contact: 

Shelma Flowe, president; Cheryl Dalton, vice president; Kay Clark, secretary; 
Gwendolyn Jones, treasurer; Regina Hucks, program coordinator; or Dr. Nancy 
Vacc, Ms. Pat Rembert or Mr. Ken Schommer.

Important Grant: Dr. Isaac H. Miller, Jr., president of Bennett College has an
nounced that the school has received an endowment-building grant of $479,441 
from the U.S. Department of Education’s Title III Challenge Grant Program.

It is the first of its kind from the federal government for a four-year liberal 
arts college for women.

The challenge grant is designed to strengthen developing institutions by pro
viding funds to match other gifts for endowment. Earnings from endowments are 
utilized for faculty support and general funding purposes, library acquisitions 
and scholarships.

Dr. Miller has also announced the college’s receipt of a Title III restricted grant 
of $309,204 for programs already established on the campus.

The areas of the college that will benefit from this grant are the audio-lingual 
laboratory, the computer science center, the divisions of administration and fiscal 
affairs, programs for under-prepared college students and the college’s compre
hensive counseling center. (Sallie A. Hayes)

Careers: Are you undecided about a caree*? Do you need part-time or summer 
employment ? Are you interested in graduate or professional school ? Do you want 
to know what opportunities are available for graduates ? Do you need assistance 
in preparing a resume? Are you interested in a co-op or internship experience?

If you answered yes to any of the questions above, then the Career Services 
Center can help. Come by to see us. We are located in the lower level of the 
Health Center. Our office hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Other times may be arranged 
by appointment.

Recruiting Schedule: Oct. 22, U. S. Coast Guard, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Oct. 29, 
Knight Publishing Company (The Charlotte Observer) ; Nov. 5, Naval Surface 
Weapon Center (tentatively) ; and NC Agricultural Extension Service, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m .; Nov. 18 and 19, Kroger, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Updates will be posted on the Career Services bulletin board located in the 
Student Union foyer. (Mrs. Irene Harrington)

Senior Class Activities:
Senior Superlatives: Nominations: Oct. 13-17, voting Oct. 22-23, results posted 

Nov. 3; Halloween Fundraiser: Trick-or-Treat Bags/Scaregrams Oct. 21-23; Male 
Fashion Show Oct. 31; Sweet Day Fundraiser Nov. 5 and Nov. 19; Rent-A-Senior 
Day Nov. 7— 8 a.m.; N ext class meeting Oct. 23 at 6:30 p.m. in Black Hall.

Letters urge aid to black South Africans
To the  Editor:

I f  freedom  m ean t no m o re  than  
a n a tu ra l h a tred  of restra in t, it 
would not be a  very  useful ideal. 
Everyone loves freedom, if  by 
freedom  w e m ean  no m ore  th a n  
doing as w e please. This is very  
im p o rta n t to  th e  fu tu re  of our 
S outh  A frican  b ro thers  and  sis
ters. They face the  challenge of 
gaining th e ir  freedom in a  country  
th a t  is r igh tfu lly  theirs. The cha l
lenge occurs in th e  form  of South 
A fricans fighting  against ty ranny  
and collective socialism w hile  t r y 
ing to  gain economic freedom  and 
equality.

T he grea test challenge facing 
South A fricans is th e  fight against 
ty ranny . Tyranny , in one degree 
or another, has been and is the 
n a tu ra l s ta te  of affairs  in South

Africa. We, as A frican-A m ericans, 
tend to  forget th a t  rea l freedom  
in th e  U nited States never existed 
anyw here  a t any tim e before 1776. 
To th is day, we have som e A m eri 
cans w ho view  our freedom  from  
slavery as an aberra tion  and an 
h istorical accident.

T yranny  in South Africa is ta k 
ing th e  form  of collective socia
lism, a fo rm  w hich always chal
lenges freedom  because freedom  
represents th e  individual; socia
lism represen ts destruction. The 
destruction of property , religion, 
and th e  famUy in terferes w ith  the 
process of our b ro thers and sisters 
a ttain ing  freedom.

Indiv idual freedom, economic 
freedom  and equality  a re  insep
arable. D estroy one and  you des
troy  th e  others. The im portance

of being able to survive depends 
upon equality. Equality  means 
equality  of opportunity . South 
Africans understand  th a t  they  
have  th e  ab ility  to  ru le  and  su r 
v ive in  th e ir  country. They have 
a righ t to m ake  th e  m ost of the ir  
abilities.

South A fricans m u s t be freed! 
We m u st recognize this fact and 
be w illing to  help  w ith  all m ea 
sures in o rder for our people to 
enjoy freedom . F ree  South Africa! 
F ree  Mandela!

K athy  Howell 
Senior class p resident

To the  Editor:
T here has been a heated  debate 

betw een the  U.S. Congress and 
the presidency concerning South 
A frican sanctions.

T here a re  tw o  views on these 
sanctions —  either  they  will help 
or they  will hinder. Personally , I 
don’t  see how  South A frican 
blacks can be  h u r t  by  th e  sanc
tions if they  are  already  a t the 
low est point on the  scale both 
politically and economically.

W hen our president Ronald 
Reagan vetoed these sanctions, it 
was “good new s” to P ie ter  W. 
B otha’s regim e. Fortunate ly , for 
the oppressed peoples of South 
Aufrica, the  House of R epresen ta 
tives and T he Senate overrode his 
veto. How can the  U nited States 
claim  to be th e  “pro tec tor” of 
h u m a n  rights and oppressed 
people and yet have a leader who 
refuses to  uphold these dem ocra 
tic ideals? If w e are w illing to 
help  the  people of N icaragua

then  we should help the ‘oppres
sed” people of South Africa.

Penny  Baldw in
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