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AIDS has changed sexual attitudes

Candidate in the classroom: The Honorable Robin Britt, Democratic congressional candidate, visited Miss Wilhelmina 
Gilbert’s communications class. Joining him was Rep. William Grey of Pennsylvania, (photo by Jay Clark)

by Charlcie Pettway

A cquired Im m une Deficiency 
Syndrom e b e tte r  know n as AIDS 
has taken  our nation  by surprise. 
A ccording to  the Sept. 15 issue 
of F o rtu n e  M agazine, A ID S has 
stricken 24,000 A m ericans and the 
n u m b e r  is expected  to  grow  to a 
frigh ten ing  270,000 in five years.

A ID S was identified only five 
years ago in 1981. Therefore, this 
new  k iller a t  p resen t has no cure. 
Y et we a re  now  aw are  of the  types 
and categories of victim s. Hom o­
sexual and bisexual m en account 
for 73 percen t of victims. D rug 
abusers w ho use con tam inated  
needles account for 17% of the 
cases. People who receive conta­
m inated  blood transfusions m ak e  
up the rem a in in g  10% of the  v ic­
tims, according to  F o rtune  r e ­
p o rte r  C ynth ia  Hutton.

H ow  has th e  A ID S epidemic 
affected th e  behavior of college 
students? H ave cam pus a ttitudes 
tow ard  casual sex changed?

According to  Mr. Jam es H arris, 
a senior at A&T, he has always 
been cautious about his sex p a r t ­
ners. B u t “since th e  A ID S scare, 
I have been even m ore selective 
in dating ,” H arris  said.

“I have been very  carefu l w ith  
the people I ’ve  becom e involved 
w ith ,” sta ted  Ms. Cheryl C lark, 
B ennett freshm an. C lark  said, ‘T 
have never been a believer in 
casual sex. However, I am  now 
aw are  of th e  deadly disease and 
m ore  cautious.”

‘AIDS is deadly ,” sta ted  Mr. 
A nthony  Berry, an  A&T sopho­
m ore. “Casual sex is no t w orth  
the consequences. One n igh t of 
p leasure is not w orth  a life tim e 
of sorrow !”

These com m ents ind icate  a 
m ovem ent tow ard  m o re  conser­
vative sexual values. M ost s tu ­
dents said th a t  they  are  m ore 
cautious in th e ir  dating  habits  
and th e  image of the  “wild and 
crazy” college s tuden t’s lifestyle 
is decreasing rap id ly  a t B ennett 
and A&T. Today’s young adults 
are  m ore responsible th a n  society 
gives th em  credit for.

B eing ex trem ely  carefu l about 
one’s sex p a r tn e r  and know ing 
the person w ell before getting 
involved m ay decrease th e  sp read ­
ing of AIDS. This is th e  only 
p a r t  of th is te rr ib le  disease over 
w hich A m ericans m ay have con­
trol.

Britt campaigns here Recruiting work
by Sallie Hayes cussed m arke ting  strategies. 1

by Sallie Hayes

Democrat Robin B ritt, U.S. 
House of Representatives cand i­
date for the sixth district of North 
Carolina, visited classes in Black 
Hall Oct. 30.

Britt, accom panied by U.S. 
House of Representatives’ William 
Gray of Pennsylvania visited eco­
nomics and com m unications 
classes.

Rep. G ray is the cha irm an  of 
the House Budget Com m ittee and 
was campaigning in N orth C aro­
lina for Britt.

The visit was the  second for 
Britt, who spoke to a hum an deve­

lopm ent class on Oct. 17 while 
m ak in g  a to u r  of a rea  colleges 
and universities. I t was Rep. 
G ray ’s firs t visit to  th e  campus.

He rem arked  th a t he had  always 
w an ted  to see th e  cam pus of 
M arian  Tasco-W illiam s. Mrs. 
W illiams, a G reensboro native, 
a ttended  B'ennett for tw o  years 
in th e  la te ’50s and becam e the 
president of the  N ational A lum nae 
Association from 1970 to 1975. I t 
w as in 1978 th a t  W illiam s served 
as cam paign  m an ag e r for Rep. 
G ray ’s firs t successful bid for 
office. She now  holds the title  of 
Com m issioner of Elections for 
Philadelphia.

In th e ir  inform al speeches to

the  Belles, B ritt and G ray a p ­
p lauded  th a t fac t th a t  approx i­
m ately  90 percen t of the s tudent 
body is registered  to vote. They 
urged  the students to  utilize the 
pow er of the vote by exercising 
th a t r igh t and  to get involved as 
cam paign volunteers. Rep. G ray 
also suggested th a t  for those s tu ­
dents whose legal address is out- 
of-state, the  use of the  absentee 
ballot m u s t becom e a regu lar 
practice.

B ritt and G ray  w ere  welcomed 
to the cam pus by P residen t and 
Mrs. Isaac H. M iller Jr ., D irector 
of Public Relations Sallie Hayes 
and fo rm e r  college tru stee  L. 
R ichardson P reyer.

V

On Nov. 1, a concerted effort 
by the B ennett N ational A lum nae 
Association and the Office of A d ­
m issions w as in itia ted  in the  form 
of the  first A lu m n a e /F ac u lty / 
S tudent R ecru itm en t Workshop. 
The w orkshop took place in the 
P feiffer Science A ssem bly from  
8:30 a.m. to  4:30 p.m. to inform  
inner constituencies of the  college 
of the  need for an  active rec ru it ­
m ent program .

G ladys Ashe Robinson, N ational 
A lum nae Association president, 
presided over the fou r-hou r m o rn ­
ing session. T he them e for th is 
y ea r  w as: “B ennett M akes the 
D ifference— The Difference We 
M ake is th e  Time We Take.” The 
goal for this year is to  rec ru it 250 
new  students for the  1987-88 aca ­
dem ic year; w ith  th e  objective to 
increase s t u d e n t  en ro llm en t 
th rough  an  intensified, system atic 
a lu m n ae /fac u lty /s tu d en t rec ru it ­
m en t program . A  varie ty  of the 
college’s inner constituencies p a r ­
tic ipated  as p rog ram  presenters.

T he m orn ing  session inc luded ' 
reg istra tion  for attendees and a 
welcome by Dr. Isaac Miller. The 
session began w ith  an  overview  of 
th e  college, presented  by Dr. 
D orothy H arris, vice presiden t of 
s tuden t affairs, and  Mrs. M ary 
Scarlette, chairperson of th e  d e ­
p a r tm e n t of e lem entary  and spe­
cial education. The session focused 
on m a rk e tin g  th e  college, w ith  
presen tations by Ms. Sallie Hayes, 
d irec tor of public relations, who 
covered th e  h ow -to ’s of p resen ta ­
tions and  Mrs. Carolyn M ark, 
d irec to r of admissions, w ho dis­

cussed m arke ting  strategies. The 
college’s rec ru itm en t video w as 
show n and m ade availab le  to 
those persons w ishing to take 
one back to  th e ir  respective 
areas. A nother im p o rtan t aspect 
of the m orn ing  session, w as the 
F inancial A id /B usiness Concerns 
segment. Miss M ildred Tucker, 
d irector of financial aid, and  Mr. 
D onald King, vice president for 
fiscal affairs, presented  cu rren t 
in form ation  on the  college’s fin an ­
cial aid program s and  fiscal acti­
vities.

The afternoon session sta rted  
w ith  a to u r  of the  college’s facili­
ties followed by lunch in th e  Jones 
S tuden t Union. The p rog ram  for 
the afternoon began w ith  Mrs. 
Bernice I. Johnson, chairperson 
of th e  N ational A lu m n ae  Associa­
tion R ecru itm ent Com m ittee, p re ­
siding. A  panel discussion on 
“W hy B lack C olleges/B ennett Col­
lege” was m oderated  by Dr. P erry  
Mack. Panelists included: Ms.
D eborah T. Love, alum na; Miss 
V ictoria Dunn, studen t govern ­
m en t p residen t; Miss Shelly 
Middleton, s tuden t and Mrs. 
A lberta  H airston, P a re n ts ’ Council 
president. A question and answ er 
session followed th e  discussion, 
and th e  final segm ent, presented  
by Mrs. Carolyn M ark, w as an 
explana tion  of th e  rec ru itm en t 
network.

T he S teering Com mittee, w hich 
included a lum nae , facu lty /s ta ff  
and students, a re  to be congra tu ­
la ted  for th e ir  hours of p lanning  
and research  th a t  ensured  a  suc­
cessful and productive rec ru itm en t 
w orkshop.

Coronation queens: first row (l-r) Wanda Davis, Tonya Zarate, Angela Alford, Stacy Smalls, Adriane Denny, Tamara Bur­
nette, Alicia McCollum, Lynda Keith, Celeste Webster, Antoinette Holman, Marquerette Byrd, Deiadra Underwood, Rosetta 
Jordan and Veneatrice Jackson. Second row (l-r) Michelle de la Coudray, Monica Wooley, Wanda Elliott, Shelly Middle­
ton, Arletha Howard, Martha Carvin and Karen Jones, (photo by Otis Hairston, Jr.)

TONIGHT!

Historic Costume Fashion Show
at 7:30 in Annie Merner Pfeiffer Chapel 

and

Benefit Costume Ball
9:30-12 in Goode Gymnasium


