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Trio of opinions on “ Angel Heart

Scholarship presentation: Dr. Miller stands with Mr. and Mrs. Yogi Yarborough of High Point who gave a $10,000 
scholarship in honor of Mrs. Isabel White. The scholarship is open to female students in the High Point area. Mrs. White, 
a faithful and dedicated employee of the Yarborough family, was pleased to have the scholarship established in her 

name, (photo by publications office)

Band trip: part paradise
by Crystal Sadler

Florida. T he land  of beau tifu l 
beaches and  beautifu l bodies, deep 
b lue seas and Disneyworld, palm  
trees  and p leasure  places, sun 
shine and sports cars, and Florida 
oranges and “Miami Vice.”

F lorida  and  scenes of beau ty  
are  synonym ous. U nfortunately , 
the  beginning of an excursion to 
F lo rida  w as no t so beau tifu l for 
seniors Caroline McClendon and 
P a m e la  Singletary.

As m em bers  of the  drill te am  
of the  A&T Band, S ingletary and 
M cClendon trave led  to F lorida 
to partic ipa te  in  a p a ra d e  cele
b ra tin g  M artin  L u the r  K ing’s 
b ir th d ay  and a ba ttle  of the  bands 
com petition. The trip, fully  paid 
for, sounded like a dream , bu t it 
tu rned  out to  be a m in i-n igh t-  
m are. In  St. Petersburg , th e  s tu 
dents found out th a t  appearances 
can be deceiving. They arrived  at 
a  fantastic-looking hotel w ith  
palm  trees  su rrounding  it. The 
facade w as dropped  w hen  they 
reached  the interior.

“I t  looked like a m o te l for

a column 
by Anna Lisa Sumpter

H ave you ever been out w ith  a 
friend, and you tw o are w alking 
and talking, and all of a sudden 
som ething catches his or h er  
eyes, an d  you are  still w alking 
and suddenly ta lk ing  to  yourself? 
If you have exp>erienced this s itua 
tion, join th e  club of thousands 
ju s t like you.

I find it rea lly  funny  w hen  this 
happens because people norm ally  
look a t you like you are crazy or 
need to be locked in an  institution. 
W hen th is  happens, all I can do is 
laugh a t m yself. I laugh a t m y 
self a t least 10 o r  m ore  times a 
day. I feel th a t  laughing is a 
p a r t  of a  daily  rou tine  for me. 
Laughing keeps m y  sanity  intact. 
One of the  m o s t am using activ i
ties of m y  everyday  living is 
laughing a t myself.

C erta in  things I m a y  say  d u r 
ing th e  day will m ake me laugh 
a t  myself. F o r  example, I m ay 
ask  m y  instruc tor a far-fe tched  
question and laugh  to m yself  b e 
cause I know  th e  question sounds 
silly. W hen I ask  m yself ques
tions and they don’t  m ak e  sense, 
I laugh  a t myself. I laugh at m y 
self w hen  I have told someone a 
short ta le  and  she believes me. 
W hen I m ake certain  gestures 
such as a silly expression on m y  
face w hile eating in  the  ‘cafe,” 
laugh a t myself.

G estures play an  im p o rtan t role 
in th e  a t tem p t to encourage me

prostitutes,” McClendon said. “I t  
was d ir ty  and smelled mildewy. 
A lthough som e of the  band  g a th 
ered  money to  get rooms a t other 
hotels, m any stayed aw ake all 
n igh t because they w ere afraid  to 
sleep on the  beds.”

“Even the ba th tub  still had  d ir t-  
rings,” added Singletary, “and 
they d idn’t provide towels.”

Once th e  St. P e te rsbu rg  hotel 
w as beh ind  them , Caroline and 
P a m  began to enjoy the ir  ven tu re  
to Florida.

‘ The parade  for M artin  L u ther  
King was exciting. People follow
ed  us the en tire  parade route. 
W hen w e stopped to perform , the 
crowd rea lly  enjoyed it ,” Caro 
line said.

“I t  was p re tty  long and a lot 
of people showed up ,” P a m  said. 
Both said they  thought the  parade 
w ent well.

The n ex t event scheduled was 
the  battle  of th e  bands. As it 
tu rn ed  out, McClendon and  
Singletary  found th a t  it was not 
a competition for a trophy  bu t 
an event to give the  bands the 
opportun ity  to “show the ir  stuff.”

to laugh at myself. I really  laugh 
h ard  to  m yself w hen I b um p  in 
to objects and  say  “excuse m e ” 
or “so rry” to them . My gestures 
are really  funny  w hen I am ju s t 
learning a new  dance or dances.
I laugh a t m yself; so do others. 
W hen I h ear  someone calling my 
name, som etim es I m ake  believe 
th a t  I don’t h ea r  th e  person ca ll
ing and continue w ha tever  I am  
doing and laugh a t m yse lf  for 
doing th e  act.

I am  very  versa tile  w ith  my 
clothing and enjoy w earing a 
d ifferen t assortment. F or exam ple , 
some days I m ay be p reppy  or 
casual, conservative or punk. I 
often find m yself  laughing a t  m y 
self because of the  clothing I 
w ear. One reason th a t  I laugh at 
m yself is th a t  sometimes no t one 
color th a t  I am  w earing  is m atch 
ing another. I love bright, bold, 
beautifu l clothes. Som etim es I 
forget every th ing  doesn’t  m atch . 
I laugh every m orning  a t  w h a t I 
have on because I dress in  the 
dark  because I don’t like to  tu rn  
on the light to  w ake up m y room 
m ate.

Laughing a t  myself is very 
healthy. I w ould recom m end 
laughing at oneself everyday. I t ’s 
a good feeling to  know  th a t  you 
can laugh at yourself and not feel 
h u r t  or criticized. Som etim es I 
ju s t look in the m irro r and laugh 
a t myself. Laughing a t m yself is 
a daily rou tine th a t  I will con
tinue.

S in ^ e ta ry  rem a rk e d  th a t  only 
B ethune-C ookm an and Texas 
Southern  participated . F lorida 
A&M was scheduled to appear 
bu t did not show up.

“We did well a t  the  battle  of 
the bands. I th ink  we w orked up 
to our potential. W e haven’t  been 
w orking at the  level w e should 
be this season,” sta ted  Singletary.

“I th ink  we w ould  have  had 
good com petition  from  Florida 
A&T,” responded Caroline. “I ’m 
not being biased, b u t  I th ink  we 
w ere the best band  the re .”

The Belles w ere excited to visit 
D isneyworld b u t w ished they 
could have stayed longer. P a m  
was pleased to  see the Disney 
castle, som ething she always 
w anted  to see. McClendon was 
th rilled  by the haun ted  house: 
“There was a room tha t m ad e  it 
seem as though we w ere sh r in k 
ing.” A nother favorite of th e  two 
was the  do lls-from -around-the -  
w orld display.

Despite th e  f irs t disappointing 
accom m odations, both  young 
w om en  found en joym ent in the  
trip.

Dee-from page 1
other students. Her strong 
sense of pride made her suc
ceed,” he recalls. “She’s a 
lively, highly energetic, out
spoken person. I think she 
was a broadcaster long before 
she made a way for herself in 
radio.”

She leaves her radio listen
ers with a slogan of hope.

Her sound-off quote is “As 
you walk through the byways 
and highways of life, be cer
tain that each step you take 
is positive as well as progres
sive. Love and peace always, 
De’Janiera.”

A Winner
“Angel H eart,” s ta rr ing  Mickey 

Rourke and Lisa Bonet, is a sus
penseful, m ysterious ta le  of a 
p r iva te  detective w ho is paid to 
look for a long-lost singer in Loui
siana. This puts th e  p rivate  d e 
tective in m any in teresting  s itu a 
tions, and the  plot tw ists and tu rns 
into a ironic ending. The m ovie’s 
strong point is Rourke, w ho gives 
a charm ing  and believable p e r 
form ance as a regu la r  type  of 
guy.

The 1955 setting of the  movie 
leaves th e  other characters in  a 
more stereotypical light, b u t  in 
this m ovie  these kinds of stereo 
types a re  appropriate. F or all of 
you “how m any black people w ere 
in it” people, you will be satisfied.

The movie’s w eaker  point is 
Lisa B onet’s character. In  m y opi
nion, she isn ’t acting. She brings 
absolutely no life—not even a 
Southern  accent— t̂o h er  character. 
A nd yes, the  sex scenes are app ro 
pria te  for tha t type of an occult 
devil movie, bu t I feel her  over
exposure could have  harm ed  her 
reputa tion  as a actress. (O h yes, 
perhaps she isn ’t  an  actress.)

F o r  you action movie buffs, 
you will find this m ovie slow 
because it concentrates m ore on 
m ystery , suspense and symbolism. 
Aside from  Bonet’s w eak  p e r 
form ance, th e  film is excellent.

(Tish Richmond)
* 5f! * *

A Loser

A fter seeing “Angel H ea rt ,” you 
m ay have a difficult t im e  finding 
one or tw o things likable about 
this movie. I t follows a private 
detective as he a ttem pts to find 
a missing person. H a rry  Angel, 
played by Mickey Rourke, gets 
h ired  by a very  m ysterious man, 
Louis Cephyre, played by Robert 
DeNiro, to find a m a n  nam ed  
Johnny  Favorite. The tim e is the 
1950s in New York and cult-like 
religion perm eates th e  a tm os
phere.

In  New York Angel begins his 
search for Johnny  Favorite. He 
first goes to th e  san ita rium  w here  
Johnny is supposed to be  bu t 
finds th a t  he is gone. Angel notices 
th a t his records hav e  been ta m p 
ered with. Inform ation  leads 
Angel to Louisiana to  find F avo 
rite. I t  is in N ew  O rleans th a t  
A ngel finds out th a t  Favorite  was 
a believer in w itchcraft and  voo
doo. Angel also m eets  the daugh ter  
of one of F av o rite ’s lovers, Epip 
hany, played by Lisa Bonet.

Angel m eets  m ore  people who 
could lead him  to Favorite , bu t 
no one w ants to ta lk  about F avo 
rite. Angel w itnesses a voodoo 
r itua l dance and becomes the 
prim e suspect as the people he 
has ta lked  to get m urdered. The 
firs t climax of this m ovie comes 
w hen Angel and Epiphany get in 
volved in the ir  passion which b e 
comes almost violent. S trange 
things occur and reoccur un til the 
final clim ax w hen  Angel acknow 
ledges th a t  he is in fact Johnny  
Favorite  and only came to be 
H arry  Angel th rough a grisly 
ritua l of sacrifice. Lucifer, Louis 
Cephyre (Robert DeNiro), p a t i 

ently  tells Angel th a t  he  has been 
looking for h im  for 12 years  and 
finally  has h im  so he can repay  
his debt.

The movie m oves a t  an  exciting  
pace; yet it does no t go so quickly 
th a t  you get bored. However, 
this is the only consolation th a t  
you will get. “Angel H e a r t” in  
m a n y  instances underes tim ates  
the im agination of the  audience. 
There are  too m any loose th reads  
hanging for the  audience to  follow 
the  plot. You will constantly  dw ell 
on the obvious instead of the 
m ystery  of why Johnny  F avorite  
is w anted  and w here  h e  is. The 
actors add th e ir  own charac ter  
to w eak  story characters and  have 
to  end up  dying to  m ain ta in  the 
dignity of the  characters. No one 
wins in  this story.

A fter seeing this m ovie you 
m ay  w onder w hy an X -ra t in g  
was proposed; perhaps a g rade  
of B would have  been m ore a p 
propriate. “Angel H eart,” in aU its 
90 m inutes could only w in aw ards 
f rom  “The Rocky H orror P ic ture  
Show.” (Laura Nelson)

*  *  *  *

A Bomb For Bonet
“Angel H eart,” which is sup 

posed to s ta r  Lisa Bonet and 
Mickey Rourke, is a gross display 
of violence and sex. The s ta r  of 
the  m ovie is Satan  or Robert 
DeNiro.

W hy did Lisa Bonet do this 
movie? Was it for fa m e  and fo r 
tune, or was it  done ou t of plain  
stupidity? T he fact of th e  m atte r  
is Lisa Bonet did no t have to do 
this movie.

H er p a r t  was no more th a n  15 
m inutes long. She showed no g rea t 
acting ability  as fa r  as her  
charac ter was concerned. She 
spoke the  sam e w ay she does on 
“The Cosby Show.” She did not 
have  an accent a t  all. H er cha r 
acter w as a 17-year-old voodoo 
priestess, living in  the  1950s in 
New Orleans; yet she never split 
a verb  or used dialect f rom  th a t  
area.

Lisa B onet is not a good role 
model for black youth, and by the 
looks of things, never will be. 
The sad pa r t is th a t  she does not 
seem to  care. This was h e r  first 
movie, and instead of playing a 
challenging or inspiring role, she 
chose to  play in an  almost porno
graphic film.

Lisa Bonet is a true  d isappoint
m e n t  to  young black girls who 
are  looking for som ething positive 
in life. “T he  Cosby Show ” was 
the  very firs t a t tem p t at p o r tra y 
ing a black fam ily  as positive and  
productive people and not the 
ghetto  fam ily  who get a kick out 
of seeing fa tback  on sale a t  the 
m arket. O ther kids s ta rring  on 
“The Cosby Show ” serve as good 
role models by cam paigning 
against drugs and p rem arita l sex, 
and they  stress the  im portance 
of education. Even th e  youngest 
star of th e  show is cam paigning 
for children to read m ore  books, 
and she is only seven years old.

I was tru ly  disappointed in Lisa 
Bonet as an  actress and as a 
black woman. T hink about w hat 
you are  doing, Lisa. We are  all 
w atching you. (Lynda Keith)

Try reading teen novels for entertainment, relaxation
^  ctr>rv nn +hp sem ester after  the necessary to re read  T}by Crystal Sadler

One of the most enjoyable acti
vities a person can participate in 
is reading. As an English m ajor, 
I believe reading quickly, yet 
throughly, is ex trem ely  im portant.

Sometimes, however, I find m y 
self w anting  to ju s t settle down 
and read a novel for pure en te r 
ta inm ent. While it is true  tha t 
your reading level and m ateria ls  
should progress as you age, it 
doesn’t h u r t to take a step back 
to check out som e excellent rea d 
ing m ateria ls  from  the teen sec
tion of the library.

Rem em ber The Chocolate War  
by Robert Cormier? Corm ier has 
w ritten  a sequel called Beyond  
the Chocolate War, and it picks

the  story up the sem ester after the 
Chocolate w a r  w here  the  m ain 
character, J e r ry  Renault, has been 
beaten up. In B eyond the Choco
late War, the n a r ra to r  is Obie, 
one of the m em bers of the in 
famous gang, who had  J e r ry  Re
nau lt  beaten up in the previous 
novel. The book explores Obie’s 
a t tem pt to get revenge on the 
gang’s leader, A rchie Costello, for 
the harm  he has caused everyone.

For a teen novel, it is profound 
a t times and delves into the study 
of hum an na tu re  and w hat makes 
people tick. The characters m ake 
enigmatic sta tem ents such as, “The 
trouble w ith the w orld is th a t  
everyone likes the  smell of his 
own gas. ’ A lthough I did find it

necessary to re read  The Chocolate 
War  so th a t  I could rem em ber 
the incidents th a t  led to the in 
sanity  of one charac ter  and the 
vendetta  another pursues, I found 
I d idn’t m ind reread ing  an  old 
favorite.

While a t the library , I noticed 
th a t  m any of the novels we read 
in high school now had  sequels. 
The Pigman  by P au l Zindel had  a 
sequel called The Pigman’s 
Legacy, and A  Separate Peace by 
John  Knowles had a sequel called 
Peace Breaks Out. N ext tim e I ’m 
on vacation or have some free 
tim e I th ink  I ’ll re read  m y favo
rites by au thor S. E. H inton— 
T ex, The Outsiders, Rum blejish— 
and pu t Shakespeare on the shelf 
for a while.

Laugliing at yourself assists sanity


