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Saying hello to the summertime
The sun warms your skin, the air is warm and these  sensations bring back  

memories of past summers. The grass is that familiar lush green that is bouncy  
with each step.

A buzz whizzes by you and as you look ahead, various small insect buzz and 
make intricate designs in the air like some grand painter who has created each 
leaf of newly born grass, each petal of a snow-white dogwood blossom and who 
has meticulously painted each yellow and black stripe on one fuzzy fa t  bumble
bee.

Along with nature, a part of you has slept through the winter. That curious, 
childlike, fun-loving part of you that awakens more and more with each sunny  
warm day. Like the fresh, bright bloom of springtime flowers, a light, sunny  
dress releases you from the slumber of w inter  pants and sweaters. As the green  
of the grass becomes richer in the sun, your skin takes on a richer, browner  
glow with each minute of sunshine.

Thoughts wander from history, m ath and other academics to summer fun  
and dreams of summer love. How will you spend these summer days? Camping, 
hiking, fishing, boating, swim m ing and various other summer pleasures may

have to be put on hold until after a day of summer work or a class in summer  
school. Yes, most of us find the time to  relax and have fun.

In the meantime with only finals week remainmg we are all lookmg forward  
to getting  on with summer. We can now reflect with pride that w e all have 
another year under our belts. Let us go into sumrn^er only remembering the  
good and fun times of these past two semesters, and let us learn and under
stand from the bad times. . . , , ,

The wind blows cooler now, the sun is not so high as evening crickets make  
darkening noises in the trees. The air, th e  grass, the trees somehow feel more 
realistic as they darken from the setting  sun. Mosquitoes discover your p ^ -  
sence and your skin is already sort of s t ick y  from the l ight sw eat from the  
warm day. The sky, once blue, has reddened and the sun is a low orange in the
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You see it, you watch it slip under the earth and the coolness o f  the J>ight 
is a relief from the warm day. As we reflect, the dreams fulfilled are satisfying.  
As sure as the summer sun will rise high in the sky, so will our dreams that have
yet to be fulfilled.

Have a great summer! (Tish Richmond)

A&T students unintimidated by Klan
a column 

by Shonna Luten

In the past couple of weeks  
there has been a lot o f  talk  
about the Ku Klux Klan com
ing to this area.

It all started when the head 
of the Klan was invited to 
come to A&T to speak to one 
of the English classes. The 
turnout was so large that the  
man cancelled and said he  
would come back on his own  
terms.

When he did, the students  
at A«feT did not listen to what  
he had to say. They chanted,  
“We don’t want to hear what  
you’ve got to sa y ” and turned  
around and left.

The area was covered with  
police because of the threat  
of a riot. I was very proud 
of the way the students  
handled the situation.

The police and the leader 
of the Klan expected the black 
students to riot, and that  
would be the excuse the Klan 
would need to really start  
something on the campus.

When the man was asked  
why he was on campus, he 
said he had the right to speak  
where he wanted and he had 
the right to express his views.

I believe th at  he has the  
right to speak his views like 
any other person has the right  
to speak his or hers, but why  
would he choose to speak his  
mind on a predominately black 
campus. W hy not in a more 
public place? The man was  
ju st  try ing  to really g et  the  
black students to retaliate  
against him.

In June, the Klan is going  
to march in Greensboro again  
for the first  time since the  
Nazi-Klan march a few years  
ago.

I think that anyone who 
has a point to make should  
make it but not in a violent 
way. I’m hoping that the  
black community and anyone  
else who opposes the Klan’s 
actions will just  take a look 
at what the students at A&T 
did and do the same.

Just let the black commun
ity and all who oppose the  
march stay home. This should 
not be a time to boost e g o s ; 
it should be a time to break 
the barrier of prejudice and 
hate still in this world, and 
maybe in time the Klan and 
all other types of racist  
groups will just  be a memory  
to all.

L etter  to  tKe editor:

Student morale lowered 
By “don’t care” attitude

To th e  ed i to r :

B e n n e t t  College. W e h av e  all 
had  people  g ive  us th e  b ru s h -o f f  
and  each  of us p ro b a b ly  fe l t  th a t  
i t  w as  un neccessa ry .  I w as  recen t ly  
g ive n  th e  cold sh o u ld e r  w h e n  I 
t r ie d  to g e t  fa c u l ty  a n d  s ta f f ’s 
re ac t ion  fo r  a h a rm le s s  a r t ic le  
a b o u t  P re s id e n t  M il le r ’s r e t i r e 
m ent.  I h ad  one  s ta f f  m e m b e r  te ll  
m e  in no u n c e r ta in  te rm s  th a t  th e  
p erson  h a d  no c o m m e n t .  M o st  of 
th e  people  I a p p ro a c h e d  ac ted  as 
if they  d id n ’t k n o w  w h a t  to  say. 
On this c a m p u s ,  th e re  is a p r e 
va i l ing  no t io n  th a t  e v e ry th in g  r e 
m a in  h u s h - h u s h  and  th a t  no one 
say  a w ord  a b o u t  changes. I a m  
sore ly  d isap p o in ted  b u t  no t  s u r 
p r ised  because  th e  b lack w o m a n  
on th is  c a m p u s  is no t  respected .

In  no w ay  a m  I com ing  d o w n  
on ev e ry  person  w ho  w o rk s  here ,  
b u t  th e  lack  of re sp ec t  t h a t  s t u 
d en ts  rece ive  c a n ’t be ignored  an y  
longer.

T h e re  is also a n  unw il l ingness  
to  he lp  s tuden ts .  D u r in g  th e  f i rs t  
big sn o w s to rm  th is  year ,  m y  c a r  
w as  s tuck  in  th e  e n t ran ce  by the  
sec u r i ty  house  w hile  I w a s  t ry in g  
to  f ind  a space. I asked  one of the  
secur i ty  g u a rd s  to  he lp  m e  push  
th e  c a r  in to  a space  o r  back  it 
in to  th e  s t ree t ;  he  to ld  m e th a t  
he could no t  h e lp  me. H e also told 
m e th a t  if m y  c a r  s tayed  th e re  it  
w ou ld  be  tow ed. I a sked  h im  how  
could I m o v e  m y  c a r  w i th o u t  his 
he lp  and  he sa id  h e  d id n ’t know , 
b u t  aga in  if m y  c a r  s tayed  the re  
it  w ou ld  be tow ed. M y tw o  f r ien ds  
w ho  w e re  w ith  me h a d  to  h u r r y  
to th e  d o rm  to  t r y  and  get  som e 
one to  he lp  m e .  M eanw hile ,  I had  
s tay ed  a n d  tr ied  to get  he lp  an d  
d id n ’t. Needless  to say  I w as  v e ry  
up se t .  M y  f r ien ds  b ro u g h t  back 
tw o  guys w h o  he lped  m e get m y  
c a r  back  in to  th e  s tree t .

T h is  s to ry  is j u s t  one  of th e  
m a n y  w'ays th a t  s tu d en ts  d o n ’t  get

help . W h y  a re  th e r e  so m a n y  s to r 
ies such as th is  one?  I rea l ize  no  
p e rso n  o r  school is perfec t ,  b u t  
does an y o n e  d e se rv e  to  cons tan t ly  
b e  m is t rea ted ?

T h e  a d m in is t r a t io n  p ro b ab ly  
th in k s  th e re  goes a n o th e r  s tu d e n t  
co m pla in ing  a b o u t  B e n n e t t  and  
the  p ro b lem s  t h a t  s tu d e n ts  a re  
hav ing .  Yes, I a m  co m p la in in g  
because  s tu d e n ts  a r e  n o t  th e  only 
ones w h o  a r e  lazy  a n d  h a v e  th a t  
“d o n ’t - c a r e ” a t t i tu d e  an d  la ck  of 
m o t iva t io n .  W e sh ou ld  a l l  t a k e  a 
good h a rd  an d  long  look  a t  o u r 
selves on e v e ry  leve l  a n d  a sk  did 
I re a l ly  h e lp  t h a t  s t u d e n t  w ho  
j u s t  c a m e  to  me- o r  w h y  d o n ’t 
s tu d en ts  com e to  m e  m o r e  often?

T his  r e m a r k  does n o t  on ly  a p 
p ly  to a u th o r i ty  f igures .  S tu d e n ts  
h a v e  to an d  n e e d  to  m a k e  m o re  
e f fo r t  to  g e t  to  k n o w  th e i r  in s 
t r u c to r s  a n d  p u sh  th e m se lv e s  
a li t t le  h a r d e r  e v e ry d ay .

K aren Horne

Newsweek article arouses mixed reactions
“Brothers: A  V iv id  Portrait of 

Black M en in America ," News-  
w e e k ’s March  23 cover story, 
traces the lives of 11 m e n  w ho  
grew up together in  a housing 
project on Chicago’s Southside. 
The article prom pted  strong res
ponse and analysis from  Bennett  
students.

Good and Bad:
S y lv e s te r  M onroe  shou ld  b e  a p 

p la u d e d  for  his d a r in g  y e t  in t r i 
g u in g  ar t ic le ,  b u t  t h a t  does no t  
m e a n  th a t  h e  shou ld  no t be c r i 
ticized. A p p la u se  becau se  th e re  a re  
still p eop le  w h o  do n o t  rea l ize  
w h a t  it is l ike  to  live in  projects .  
T h e re  a r e  still o th e rs  w h o  b e 
l ieve  th a t  th e  ghe t to  is a t r a p  th a t  
few  e v e r  escape  from. “B ro th e r s ” 
b r in g s  a de f in i te  sense  of ghe t to  
life to those  in te re s te d  en o u g h  to 
r e a d  it, an d  fo r  those  w ho  a l r e a d y  
k n o w  w h a t  g h e t to  life is l ike  it

c a n  r e k in d le  old hope.
S om e of th e  m en  M on ro e  in t e r 

v iew ed  see m e d  to be locked into 
th e  sam e  li fes ty le  th e y  h a d  g ro w n  
a c c u s to m e d  to  d u r in g  th e  y ea rs  
of 1966 to  1972, a n d  it is im p o r ta n t  
fo r  people  to  rea l ize  t h a t  n o t  
e v e ry o n e  w h o  is l iv ing  as  th e y  
d id  in the  p a s t  is insane .  H o w 
ever ,  M onroe  sho u ld  be r id icu led  
for  the  lack  of re c e n t  con tac t  he 
h ad  w i th  his fr iends .

In  th e  opening , he  s ta te s  th a t  
he w as  “jo u rn e y in g  back  to m y  
past ,  an d  I d id n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  I 
w o u ld  f ind .” H a d  he  k ep t  c loscr 
con tac t  w i th  h is  f r iends ,  it  m a y  
h av e  been  m u c h  e a s ie r  for h im  
to th in k  of th e  th in g s  he m ig h t  
h av e  fo u n d  o r  h av e  so m e  idea 
w h a t  he  w ou ld  h e a r  desp i te  the  
t im es  he  ha d  been  b ack  before.

M onroe  w as  ra ised  in th e  ghe t to  
an d  to  m o s t  b lack  fam il ies  “ h o m e ” 
is th e  p lace w h e re  one is rea re d ,
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a n d  M onroe  obviously  lost some 
if n o t  m os t of th e  con tac t  he h ad  
w ith  his hom e. . (M egan Harris)

Troubled Migration:

T h e  m ig ra t io n  of b la ck s  to th e  
N o r th  from  th e  S ou th  w as  a tough  
decis ion  for  b lacks  because  it  
s e e m e d  like  a good move, b u t  it  
d id  m o r e  h a r m  th a n  good.

F am il ie s  w e re  t r y in g  to  escape 
th e  h a t re d  th a t  s e e m e d  to  g o vern  
th e i r  lives, and  m o v in g  to  w h a t  
seem ed  like th e  la n d  of m ilk  an d  
honey  w as  th e  best a n sw er .  I f  
m o re  b lacks  h a d  s tayed  in th e  
Sou th ,  I th in k  t h a t  th e y  stood a 
chance  of becom ing  la n d o w n e rs  
in s tead  of sa rd in e s  p ack ed  in a 
can.

T h e  m e n  in “ B ro th e r s ” an d  
th e ir  p a re n t s  a re  v ic tim s of th a t  
m ig ra t ion .  W ith  a few  exceptions ,  
these  m e n  h ad  lost hope  and  
la cked  a g re a t  dea l of m o t iv a t io n  
th a t  w o u ld  chan ge  th e i r  lives. If  
th e  v ic tim s h ad  m e t  r a c i sm  h e a d -  
on, th e y  cou ld  h a v e  su rv iv e d  and  
led p ro d u c t iv e  lives. T he  p a re n t s  
of th e  m e n  in “B ro th e r s ” p ro b ab ly  
s t a r t e d  ou t  w i th  positive th o u g h ts  
an d  ideas, b u t  th ey  b e c a m e  ti red  
of f igh ting  an d  gav e  u p  to  the  
c rea to rs  o f  su b t le  ra c ism  in the  
N orth ,  the  conscious e f fo r t  of those  
w ho  w ish  to  keep  b lacks  and  
o th e r  m ino r i t ie s  in “ th e i r  p lace .” 
B y  p lac in g  too m a n y  people  in 
one  hu ge  bu ild ing ,  th e y  c rea te  
a n im o s i ty  am o n g  th e  d w e lle rs  in 
these  bu ild in gs  an d  th e  res id en ts  
a re  de fea ted  before  the y  even  get 
s ta r ted .

T h e  m en  w ho  did  s tay  in C h i 
cago u n k n o w in g ly  locked t h e m 
selves in to  p e rm a n e n t  inv is ib li ty ,  
T h ev  h a v e  r e m a in e d  inv is ib le  and

will on ly  be noticed  as a t a x p a y 
e r s ’ bu rden .  (Karen Horne)

Black Women:

If  “B ro th e r s ” is a m is le a d in g  
p o r t r a y a l  of b lack  m e n  in A m e r 
ica, th a n  is th e  p o r t r a i t  of b lack  
w om en  in th is  ar t ic le  a t r u e  p ic 
tu re?

T h re e  types  of w o m e n  e m e rg e  
— the car ing  m o th e r ,  th e  exp lo i te d  
w ife  o r  g ir l f r ien d  an d  th e  relig ious 
w o m a n  w ith  th e  p o w e r  to  change  
a m an .

T h e  “s ta n d  by m y ch i ld” 
m o th e r  role is d isp layed  th r o u g h 
ou t  th e  art ic le .  E ac h  m a n  e x 
p ressed  the  re spec t  an d  love he 
h a d  fo r  h is  m o th e r .  T h e  m en  
seem ed  to feel th a t  th e i r  m o th e r s ’ 
b iggest concern  w a s  for  th e i r  
ch i ld ren  to  have  a b e t te r  chance  a t  
life.

An e x t r a  pu sh  fro m  h is  m o th e r  
m a d e  N e w sw ee k  co rre sp o n d en t  
S y lv e s te r  M onroe a success. W hen  
he  tr ied  to  r e tu r n  to  th e  ghe t to  
f ro m  p re p  school by  p re te n d in g  
to  be sick, h is  m o th e r  said, “T he  
on ly  w ay  y o u ’re  co m in g  h o m e  
b e fo re  y o u ’re  su p po sed  to is in 
a b ox .” S he  l a te r  said  th is  w as 
th e  h a rd e s t  choice she  eve r  made.

W h en  f ru s t r a te d  b aske tba l l  
p la y e r  Billy  H a rr i s  tu rn e d  to d ru g -  
p u sh in g  and  p im p in g ,  his m o th e r  
said, ‘ Boy, I d id n ' t  ra ise  you like 
th i s ,” W h en  she re fused  to accept 
m on e y  f ro m  h e r  son, he  prom ised  
to q u i t  b re a k in g  th e  law.

S ev e ra l  m en  abused  th e i r  w ives 
an d  g ir lf r iends ,  in c lu d ing  th e  
h a rd - w o rk in g  H a lf -M a n  C a r te r  
w ho  m a r r ie d  his te en age  sw e e t 
h e a r t  and  l a te r  beg an  to  b ea t  
her,  th e reb y  losing th e  love  of his 
life.

B u t  y ou  can  see th e  t r a n s f o r m 
ing  p o w e r  of s ev e ra l  w o m en  in 
th is  a r t ic le— ^especially th e  r i g h t 
eous m a g ic  of A nne ,  a  s t r ic t  C h r is 
t ian ,  w ho  re n e w s  th e  life o f  H onk  
Jo h n so n ,  a h u s t l e r  a n d  d ope-  
pedd le r .

T he  change ,  h o w ever ,  d oesn ’t 
la s t  long, (K im berly  Eatmon)

Peer Pressure:

T his  a r t ic le  p roves  th e  u n w h o le 
som e p o w e r  o f  co n fo rm i ty  in th e  
ghetto .

I t  w a s  a lm o st  im p o ss ib le  fo r  the  
“ b ro th e r s ” to  f igh t  th e  p re s su re  
to  do w ro n g  b ec au se  so m a n y  
people  w e re  looking fo r  troub le .

O ld e r  m e n ,  gangs, f r ien d s  an d  
even  re la t iv e s  u rg e d  te e n a g e d  boys 
to  live th e  fa s t  l ife a n d  to  e m 
b ra ce  violence, d ru g  abu se  and  
th e  ex p lo i ta t io n  of w om en . M an y  
of the  “b ro th e r s ” l ived  b y  i m i t a 
tion.

P e e r  p re s su re  m a d e  people  do 
th in g s  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  th e y  d id  n o t  
w a n t  to  do. (T am m y Reed)
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standing scholarly achieve
ment in the science field. She 
was also awarded the Belle- 
Tobias Award in 1985 for at
taining the h ighest  grade-  
point average among fresh 
men. Odessa is a Kenan Sci
ence Merit Scholar and a 
Bennett Scholar. She is presi
dent of  the campus chapter  
of Delta Sigma Theta Soror
ity, Inc.


