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Belles express problems

News expert: WFMY-TV’s weekend anchor Ms. Joyce Taylor appeared here 
Oct. 21 to share the secrets of her success, (photo courtesy of Ms. Taylor).

President emphasizes comitiitment
by Charlcie Pettway

P res id en t G loria  Dean. Randle 
Scott called for renew ed  dedica
tion  to  th e  success of th e  college 
by all m em bers of th e  B ennett 
F am ily  in  a F ounders’ D ay ad 
dress Oct. 4.

As A m erica is  honoring  the 
princip les of its Constitution, the 
college m ust uphold  its mission, 
Scott said.

“O ur nation  is now  celebrating  
th e  b icen tenn ia l of th e  C onstitu 
tion. I t  allow s free people to m ake 
th e ir  ow n  decisions,” said Scott.

A  person  should use his fre e 
dom  as a foundation for striving. 
“C om m itm en t m eans stretch ing  
oneself by  giving one’s all. The 
concept of com m itm en t goes be
yond a constitu tion ,” said Scott. 
“ I t takes e x tra  dedication  to  m ove 
fo rw ard .”

Scott challenged th e  audience 
to devote itself tO' creating  a be tte r 
B ennett College. “B ennett College 
was designed and created  as an 
institu tion  to  provide education 
to free  slaves in 1873,” said Scott. 
She com pared  B ennett to  the 
Constitution, in  th a t th e  docum ent 
and  th e  in stitu tion  both  se rve  as 
beacons o f progress.

Scott exp lained  how  Btennett 
can be im proved  and  by  w hat 
com m itm ents. S he stressed “o u t- 
side-o f-the-c lassroom ” dedication.

“As faculty , w e can m a k e  con
tribu tions by  appearing  fo r our 
classes on tim e  and  being p re 
pared. This m eans going beyond 
th a t day in to  th e  aisles of the 
dorm itories and th e  lib raries and 
in to  th e  lives of th e  studen ts,” 
said Scott.

S tudents can e x tra c t the  m ost 
from  th e  B en n e tt experience 
th rough  disciplined class a tten d 
ance, the p u rsu it of academ ic ex 
cellence and  partic ipa tion  in  ca m 
pus activ ities.

Scott u rged  th e  s ta ff  to “be 
com m itted to  th e  grow th and the  
developm ent of these  yoim g (B en
n e tt)  w om en.” This com m itm ent 
m eans investing  dollars, energies, 
tim e and love.

“L ast b u t no t least, w e m ust 
re tu rn  to  th e  C onstitu tion  to  re 
com m it ourselves,” said Scott. 
“ ‘W e th e  people, in o rd er to form 
a m ore perfect union . . .’ I t  is 
un ity  w hich w ill g u aran tee  a 
th riv in g  fu tu re .”

S tudents w ere  insp ired  by the 
speech.

“Dr. Scott has m otivated  m e to 
perfo rm  be tte r in m y classes and 
to  ta k e  m y college education m ore 
seriously,” said jun io r C heryl 
Clark.

“Dr. Scott has tru ly  created  
high sp irits  here ,” sophom ore 
Tonya M cCrea said.

Sophom ore P am ela  McCoy 
found Scott’s speech moving. “Dr. 
Scott is a ta len ted  an d  positive 
president. H er speech w ill be 
rem em bered for a long tim e ,” 
said McCoy.

“Very in form ative and exc it
ing,” said fo rm er Miss F reshm an  
Stacey Sm alls.

Speech winners
(from page 1) 

is smoking a joint is a  slower 
process of suicide then shoot
ing yourself.” McOlenton gave 
listeners a phone number 
which they could call if they, 
or anyone they knew, had an 
addiction to alcohol or drugs.

The four winning partici
pants received certificates at 
the  event and will receive 
trophies soon.

Winners' reactions
(from page 1)

H ate,” w hich isi about a young 
g irl’s suicide a tte m p t over the 
breakup  w ith  h e r  boyfriend.

R adford presented  th is  piece be
cause “I ’ve done som ething like 
it before th a t had  the sam e end 
ing, b u t th e  beginning of it  was 
d ifferent. I w as fam ilia r w ith  it 
and com fortable, so I s tuck  w ith  
th a t.” She plans to  e n te r  th e  com
petition again n ex t year.

U nder the  special issues ca te 
gory, senior D ale M cClenton won 
w ith  th e  topic “D rug and Alcohol 
A wareness; A T im e for CoUege 
S tudents to Act and R eact.”

McClenton, w ho felt “absolutely 
w onderfu l” about w inning, chose 
th e  topic because of “a p rior 
in te res t in drug abuse.”

“I ju s t though t I ’d show in  a 
hum orous w ay how  people really  
don’t  th in k  w hen they  th ink  they  
th ink ,” says McClenton.

M cClenton inform ed the  au d 
ience th a t  effects of drugs are 
as le thal as th e  w eapons no rm ally  
used in  suicides, such as guns and 
knives.

by Karen Horne
In a recent study of stu 

dents and their problems at 
Bennett, there  were mixed 
reactions as to how students 
felt about the administration 
and the  student activities.

Some students had positive 
feelings on the administration 
and about student activities.

“I t  takes time to get things 
in order, but I look forward 
to the res t of the year. And 
I think th a t  the  new adminis
tration will do good things 
for the  college,” says Gwynn 
Midgette, a  senior.Freshman 
Stephanie Jones said th a t she 
thinks the administration is 
trying to get better and felt 
th a t if more students take 
advantage of what is here 
th a t they would get more 
from Bennett.

Other students addressed 
the problems they have with 
faculty and student-adviser 
relationships.

“The communication be
tween faculty and students is 
poor,” says junior Nichelle 
Gordon.

Cheryl Floyd, a freshman, 
feels th a t the instructors are

not motivated and th a t makes 
for a lack of communication 
between students and faculty. 
Sophomore Sondra Sells feels 
th a t poor student and adviser 
relationships have been the 
reason th a t she has been mis
advised.

Most students were also 
concerned with the  lack of 
unity and togetherness.

“The biggest problem is 
the lack of sisterhood,” said 
sophomore Tina Gray.

Deidra Robinson, a sopho
more, said th a t she feels th a t 
students here are not involved 
enough in Bennett. She also 
mentioned th a t  s t u d e n t s  
should be challenged more 
often.

Senior Ophelia Hayes felt 
th a t students are not close 
enough because too many 
people ju s t don’t  care about 
Bennett.

The need for more campus 
activities was high on the list 
of problems. Some students 
felt th a t there  are ju s t  not 
enough things to do.

“The Student Union needs 
more activities and it will 
probably get better,” says

Wilma Bell.
Sophomore Debbie Bryant 

says, “Here a t Bennett there 
really are no activities. This 
causes depression in the sense 
th a t besides all the class work 
there is really no way for a 
person to unwind through 
various activities.”

One student felt th a t  the 
lack of positiveness is an
other problem here at Ben
nett.

“I don’t  think there’s 
enough p o s i t i v e  thinking 
on campus. There are too 
many people with negative 
thoughts,” says junior Wanda 
Albert.

Another student felt th a t 
the problem of lack of activi
ties could be solved if more 
students got involved with 
the student government.

“I think th a t more students 
should attend the SGA meet
ings and other meetings so 
th a t they can talk about what 
their problems are. Also, if 
more students joined clubs 
and actively stayed with 
them, they could create more 
social activities,” says Karla 
Williams, a  senior.

Laundromat solves need
by Karen Horne

There’s a  new addition to 
the  campus, and i t ’s the 
much-needed laundromat in 
the power plant behind the 
Student Union. I t  opened Oct. 
28.

Mr. Gerald Leighton, direc
tor of environmental services, 
is excited about the new faci
lity and hopes it will be 
successful.

“It was quite an effort to 
pu t it  together for the  s tu 
dents, and i t ’s im portant th a t 
the  students help maintain 
the  condition of the laundro
m at,” says Leighton.

The laundromat has six 
washers and four dryers. The 
washing machines are larger 
than those in the  dormitories, 
and the  dryers are a better 
quality than the  dorm dryers 
because they use gas heat.

The laundromat is painted 
white and trimmed in a red
dish pink color. There are a 
newly installed bathroom and 
folding tables and two sinks 
for hand-washables. Leighton 
plans to  add study carrels 
and sitting stools. The facility 
is very well lit, and Leighton 
believes th a t  it will offer stu 

dents a good study area. In 
addition, the area outside the 
laundromat has improved 
lighting.

“I believe it is a quality 
atmosphere and i t ’s conven
ient. We will be lighting the 
alleyway to increase safety. 
Security will be checking stu 
dent identification to make 
sure only the  students are 
using the facility th a t’s being 
provided for them ,” said 
Leighton.

The college has been work
ing on the laundromat since 
July and has spent quite a bit 
in financing the  new facility. 
Leighton estimates the  cost 
a t $27,000.

Most students welcome the 
facility.

“I feel th a t the laundromat 
is a good idea. I t ’s better be
cause the dorms have one or 
two washing machines. I t ’s a 
big advantage to the  cam
pus,” says Joy Elliott, a 
freshman.

Michele de la Coudray, a 
junior, says, “I think it will 
be very helpful because the 
dorms don’t  have enough 
washers. I think I’ll use it 
quite often.”

One student expressed re

servations about the facility.
“I t ’s good, but they need 

more washing machines. But 
I don’t  think I’ll use it,” says 
junior Paula Johnson. “I 
wasn’t notified as to when it 
was opening, and I don’t  think 
the new laundromat is a good 
idea. I think they should 
have put it in the dorms.”

However, comments from 
the administration and faculty 
were positive.

Dr. Dorothy Harris, vice- 
president for student affairs, 
hailed the  laundromat as the 
culmination of a  plan to im
prove basic services for s tu 
dents. H arris had backed the 
facility for a long time.

Mr. Michael Gaspeny, an 
English instructor, sees the 
laundromat as an important 
development.

“In my eight years of read
ing freshman essays and 
letters to the  Bennett Banner, 
I ’ve found th a t one of the 
students’ main complaints 
was the limited number of 
washers and dryers on cam
pus. To be inconvenienced in 
doing one’s laundry creates 
frustration. The laundromat 
answers an urgent and long
standing need,” Gaspeny said.

Help the hungry

Thanksgiving 
Food Drive

Bring canned goods 

To Student Interfaith Center

Misbehaving men
(from page 2) 

ea rlie r  in the  day  inadverten tly  
m ade m e  feel em barassm ent, 
hum ilia tion  and disgust.

How? These gentlem en, during  
the  p lenary  session of the  confer
ence in w hich decisions concern 
ing proposed am endm ents to  the 
C onstitution w ere  to be discussed 
by the en tire  body, decided to be 
rude. They began to snicker, crack 
jokes, laugh, and m ake all types 
of unnecessary com m ents th rough 
ou t th e  session. I know  th a t as 
b lack  A m ericans we are  labeled 
w ith  stereotypes. My questions 
are: w hy place foundation under 
these stereotypes, w hy pu t rea lity  
into these  m yths, an d  if  these  four 
m en rep resen ted  th e  best from  
th a t p a rticu la r  b lack  college, w hat 
do th e ir  actions say about the  
average students they  w ere  rep re 
senting?

This experience caused m e to 
realize m ore  fu lly  th a t  I rep resen t 
myself, m y  race  and m y college 
w hen I partic ipa te  in functions 
such as these  and basically  every 
w here I go. I have prayed  th a t 1 
would never m ake m y black 
b ro thers an d  sisters feel w hat I 
fe lt th a t day.

Janice Smith


