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Children’s House helps

Sisterhood In action; Mrs. Mary R. Scarlette, adviser to the campus Girl Scouts, 
shares a moment of merriment with a special friend, (photo by Waller)

Scouts hold day
by Tanya Goodwin

The Bennett College Cam
pus Scouts held their annual 
Girl Scout Thinking Day 
Celebration Feb. 13 in Black 
Hall Assembly.

Thinking Day is a program 
dedicated to “thinking about” 
Girl Guides and Scouts 
around the world.

This year’s theme was 
“Around the World in 80 
Minutes.” The program was 
presented by the Interna
tional Students Organization. 
Ruelita Woods, a junior from 
Liberia, West Africa and pre
sident of the I.S.O., said 
“Thinking Day was a good 
program. It educates the 
children about other countries 
and their various activities.” 

The program consisted of 
mini-visits to selected coun
tries, group-singing of inter
national songs, and a special 
presentation by B r o w n i e  
Troop #699.

It^y and Japan offered 
the first visit. Talia and 
Monique McCray and Debra 
Bryant from Denver con
ducted this workshop about 
their experiences in these 
countries. Talia, a junior, 
stated, “I was very surprised 
with participation for Think
ing Day. I felt the program 
was very successful.”

Bryant, a sophomore, said 
“I really en joy^  my visit to 
Italy and was happy to talk 
about my experiences during 
Thinking Day.” She also said, 
“Thinking Day was a very 
good experience for me and 
I really enjoyed myself.”

The special presentation by 
Brownie Troop #699 was 
titled “A Glimpse of India.” 
Mrs. Lapha Rao and daught
ers Sailaja and Srikala pro
vided the audience with a 
glimpse of India. Mrs. Rao 
is the wife of Dr. Sekharo 
Rao, director of the division 
of natural sciences and pro
fessor of biology.

Mrs. P h y 1 i s Redfeam, 
parent of Paula Redfeam of 
Troop #699, stated, “I really 
enjoyed it. The program was 
very educational for the girls. 
I feel everyone should have 
experience of learning about 
different cultures.”

Senior Gladys Forster from 
Banjul, Gambia and Ruelita 
Woods discussed their coun
tries and the activities they 
participate in.

Freshman Akosita Ngaue 
from Salt Lake City, Utah 
gave an enlightening over

view of her homeland, Tonga. 
She stated, “I enjoy living in 
the U.S., but someday would 
like to return to the island.” 

The program concluded 
with remarks from the ser
vice unit personnel and the 
singing of the song “Taps.” 

There are 25 Belles in
volved with campus scouting. 
The officers are Kimberly 
M a r t i n , president; senior 
Teresa Kelly, vice-president; 
senior Deborah Dixon, scribe 
historian; junior Sonja Cloud, 
treasurer; Mrs. Mary R. Scar- 
lette, adviser; and field re
presentative for unit 22, 
Elaine Morehead.

Senior Kim Martin from 
Sedalia stated, “Being a 
member of the Girl Scout 
troop for four years and pre
sident for two. I’ve had the 
opportunity to work with a 
number of girls with varying 
scouting knowledge. During 
this time we’ve taught and 
learned from each other in 
order to build a united organi
zation. Once we had our 
foundation as a group, we 
were able to extend our know
ledge of scouting to those 
that are less fortunate as in 
the Ray Warren Troop.”

The C a m p u s  S c o u t s  
participate in Community 
Out-Reach, where they spon
sor Troop 780, the Ray 
Warren Troop. There are 21 
girls enrolled in the troop, 
which is divided into two 
levels - - Brownie Girl Scouts, 
ages six through eight, and 
Junior Girl Scouts, ages nine 
through 12. Activities of the 
troop include trips to the mall 
and ShowBiz Pizza, a mini
camping trip and double dutch 
jumping.

Other Campus Scout acti
vities include working with 
different scout troops, work
ing in the Girl Scout Council 
and taking leadership train
ing under the direction of 
Mrs. Scarlette.

Mrs. Scarlette, assistant 
professor of education, said, 
“I’ve gotten a lot of gratifi
cation from this year in get
ting to know and work with 
the girls here at Bennett in 
another setting. They are 
able to relate to the children 
in a warm and friendly way.” 

Dr. Gloria Scott, president 
of Bennett College and former 
Girl Scout U.S.A. president, 
said, “I am very proud of the 
campus Scouts and hope to 
have a major Girl Scout con
ference here on campus.”

by Shavaughn Neal

T he B en n e tt College C hild ren’s 
H ouse is shaping, educating  and 
en rich ing  th e  m inds th a t  w ill be 
the  leaders of th e  fu ture .

The C h ild ren’s House is a school 
w ith in  a school. I t  w as erected  
in  1953 w ith  fund ing  from  the  
N ational N egro College F und . Its  
p urpose is to  in troduce  learn ing  
and  education  to  ch ild ren  betw een  
the  ages of tw o and  five.

The ch ild ren  are  ta u g h t a basic 
cu rricu lum  consisting of language, 
social studies, science, hea lth  and  
m ath . T hey  a re  also ta u g h t se 
quencing and  correspondence and  
le a m  songs and  poem s. One of 
th e  m ore special th ings ta u g h t is 
co rrect tab le  and  social m anners. 
The ch ild ren  also lea rn  to ask for 
th ings politely  and  to  respect each 
o th e r  as w ell as adults.

T he C h ild ren ’s House is under 
the  d irection  of M rs. N aom i D u
pree. T h e re  a re  tw o fu ll- tim e  
teachers, Ms. W anda W illiam s and 
M rs. Je an e tte  K eith . T hey  a re  as
sis ted  by several stu d en t teachers 
w ho w ork  on a daily  basis.

M ost of th e  students a re  as
signed th ro u g h  th e  w ork  study 
p rog ram  o r a re  getting  experience 
in  th e ir  m a jo r  fields. The m ajors 
include ea rly  childhood education, 
special education, nu trition , p sy 
chology, sociology and re la ted  
hu m an  service fields. The students 
gain  experience in  teach ing  and 
educating  ch ild ren  th rough  ex ten 
sive observation  and  participation .

D upree has been  th e  d irec to r

of th e  C h ild ren’s House fo r tw o 
years.

S he says, “T he F rench  scien 
tis t Louis P as te u r  once w rote, 
‘W hen I approach  a child, he 
insp ires in  m e tw o sentim ents, 
tenderness for w h a t he is and 
respect fo r w h a t he m ay  becom e.’ 
E very  child  a t th e  C h ild ren ’s 
H ouse insp ires ju s t th a t  and  is 
very  special. H e deserves the  
best from  all persons who place 
a m a rk  on h is life .”

W illiam s, head  teach er and  
in s tru c to r  of the  p re -k in d erg a rte n  
class, says, “ I t ’s an  en ligh ten ing  
experience to  w atch  th e  children  
grow  and  le am . T hey  seem  to 
m ake progress every  day.”

K eith, th e  n u rse ry  teacher says, 
“To see the  accom plishm ents and 
p rogress of the  ch ild ren  is a r e 
w ard ing  experience. I t ’s  a w ond
e rfu l feeling  to  see the  know ledge 
they  have acqu ired  since they  
f irs t a rr iv ed  and  know  th a t you 
w ere responsible for it .”

The stu d en t w orkers are  en th u 
siastic about th e ir  experience.

P e tro la  Torrence, a jun io r 
m ajo ring  in  ea rly  childhood edu 
cation, says, “The C h ild ren’s 
H ouse is a g rea t experience, and 
I en joy  every  m inu te  of it.” 

R olanda Sutton, a freshm an 
m ajo ring  in ea rly  childhood edu 
cation, says, “I t ’s fun . I t  helps m e 
ge t experience in  m y m ajor. I t  
also gives m e insigh t on how  to 
deal w ith  ch ild ren .”

T he ch ild ren  p artic ip a te  in 
activ ities sponsored on the  cam 
pus an d  th e ir  teachers  say th a t

th ey  are  alw ays eager to perform  
in  fro n t of a crowd.

Felecia Ash, a freshm an m ajo r
ing  in  business m anagem ent, says, 
“The kids a re  very  intelligent and 

le am  quickly.”
S haron  Black, a sophomore 

m ajoring  in  English, says, “Thfire 
is a  lo t of eagerness and the 
teachers rea lly  seem  to care about 
th e  child ren’s education.”

The C hildren’s House is situated 
on th e  fa r  endi of th e  cam pus 
facing G orrell S treet. I t  is often 
m istaken  for th e  YMCA th a t has 
its cen te r in  Goode G ym nasium  
u n til th e  Y facilities a re  reopened.

The C hildren’s House is not a 
d ay  care  center. T he children 
who a tten d  m ust b e  officially en 
ro lled  and th e ir  paren ts pay a 
b i-w eekly  fee. I t  is no t a nursery  
school b u t is considered an  “aca
dem ic support and  enhancem ent 
p rogram .”

Since it  opened, th e  C hildren’s 
House has help  educate approxi
m ately  1200 children. The enroll
m en t is 35 students p er year.

T he ch ildren’s m eals are  pro
v ided by th e  TWM Food Services, 
and th e re  is a  fu ll-tim e cook, 
Mrs. D orothy G raves. She praises 
th e  ch ild ren’s intelligence and 
says she loves it  w hen  the children 
say, “Mrs. G raves, you’re  a good 
cook.”

Mrs. Louise Levette, part-tim e 
custodian  a t  th e  C hildren’s House, 
says, “I t ’s so refresh ing  to see 
how th e  kids ac t Eind use their 
energies. I t  seem s th a t they  love 
to  le a m .”

College family expresses ideas on coping with death
by Tammy Winchester

Death is something that 
most people never really give 
much thought to until it 
happens. The bereaved cope 
with their losses in different 
ways.

Pam Sampson, a junior 
from Clinton, says, “If some
one close to me dies, I get 
quiet and try to picture that 
person not being there any
more. It’s always difficult if 
it’s someone close. It never 
really feels as though I have 
lost a part of myself, but a 
dear friend. For me to cope 
personally, I try to picture 
the person taking a long trip, 
knowing he will never re
turn; that’s the only way for 
me to cope with death.”

Many people throw them
selves into their work or into 
their religion to avoid facing 
the death of a loved one or 
friend. Some cry; some go 
into shock and others just 
can’t accept the reality of the

situation, so they pretend that 
it’s not true.

Denise and Diane White are 
twins and freshmen from Los 
Angeles. They experienced 
the deaths of their grand
mother and a close friend 
around the Christmas holi
days.

“I’m usually shocked and 
stunned by a death. If it’s 
someone close, I find it hard 
to cry because of the disbe
lief. When I’m here at school, 
I don’t have to deal with it 
as much as if I were home. 
It’s easier for me to pick my
self up here at Bennett. Death 
makes me feel as though I 
have lost someone special,” 
says Denise White.

“I’m always shocked by a 
death. Both of my parents are 
alive, but I have always felt 
that I would die before them. 
I never really realize the 
depth of the situation until I 
view the body. It’s the death 
of older family members that

makes me feel as though I 
have lost a i>art of my youth. 
I usually cope by crying or 
going to sleep to forget for a 
while,” states Diane White.

Mrs. Daisy Brown, the re
sidence director of Player 
Hall, says her encounters with 
death have left her with a 
feeling that the family is 
dwindling.

“It’s hard to cope with 
death. I cry the normal way 
but it’s always hard to get 
yourself together. I can’t 
really describe the feelings of 
depression. The feelings are 
just so hard to release. I feel 
that you never really get over 
the death of a loved one. The 
pain lessens, but every once 
in a while, it comes back. 
Some people never really get 
over a death. I always feel as 
if I have lost a part of myself 
especially if it’s a family 
member. It hurts to watch the 
family dwindling down,” says 
Brown.

Students choosing between classes and soap operas

Enjoy Easter Break

by Tondalayo Clark

The ’80s a re  fuU of day -tim e 
soap operas w hich studen ts find  
in teresting  enough to  schediile 
classes around.

“I w atch  soap operas because 
I like to see them  and I don’t w an t 
to  m iss them ,” said sophom ore 
T racy  Sullivan from  Indianapolis. 
“My stories come on a t 1 p.m. and 
3 p.m. w hich are  ‘A ll My C h ild ren ’ 
and  ‘G enera l H ospital.’ ” Sullivan 
also said, “On M ondays, W ednes
days, and  F ridays I m ade sure 
th a t I d idn’t  have any classes d u r 
ing  these tim es.”

“I can’t  live w ithou t m y soaps,” 
said senior K ecia B row n from  
W illingboro, N .J. “M y soaps come 
on a t 1 p.m., and afte r lunch  I 
like to take a b reak  and w atch  
th e  stories before I go to class.” 
B row n added, “T hey’re so exc it
ing .”

“My favo rite  soap opera  comes 
on a t 1 p.m., ‘Days of O ur L ives,’ ” 
sa id  ju n io r  T anya Goodwin from  
C incinnati. “I  schedule m y classes 
a round  m y  soap operas because

I w an t to see them  and i t ’s like 
a  b reak  from  m y classes.” Good
w in  said, “I t ’s like a fan tasy  
w orld— some th ings are reality , 
b u t m ost of th em  are  fan tasy .”

Sophom ore K im m berly  W aller 
from  O akland, Calif, said, “My 
favo rite  soap operas are  ‘All My 
C hildren ,’ ‘One L ife to L ive’ and 
‘G eneral H ospital.’ ” W aller adds, 
“T he reason  I schedule m y classes 
a round  soap operas is I  s ta rted  
looking a t these  w hen I w as young 
and now  I am  to ta lly  addicted .”

Sophom ore G illian Hodges from  
Springfield, Md. said, “I  w atch  
soaps because th ey ’re  in teresting . 
No one else’s life is like tha t. B ut 
som e of them  are  ra th e r  stup id .” 
Hodges adds, “I ’ve w atched  ‘G en 
era l H ospita l’ since I w as a kid. I 
f ind  the  stories to be like cliff- 
hangers.”

T here are  students w ho like 
soap operas, b u t do not indulge 
in  scheduling th e ir  classes around  
them .

Senior A ndrea Shields from  
Indianapolis said, “I t  ju s t happens

th a t th e  classes I have seem to 
f it a round  the  soaps, so I can a t 
leaLt w atch  one or tw o of my 
favorite  soaps betw een 12:30 and
2 p.m. I ’m  no t rea lly  addicted to 
th e  soaps. I ju s t like to w atch 
them  because of the  fictional 
p lo ts.” Shields also said, “BXit I ’m 
no t here  for th a t purpose.”

Sophom ore S ara W illiams from  
New H aven, Ct. said, “I do not 
w atch  soaps because if you don’t 
w atch  them  for a  long tim e you 
don’t know  w h a t’s going on. I 
know  the  basic characters, bu t 
I ’m  no t in to  them . I ’d ra th e r  
w atch cartoons,” W illiam s adds, 
“If  people w an t to schedule 
th e ir  classes a round  soaps, fine. 
I w ould no t schedule m y classes 
around  them  because I could ju st 
ask  som eone w h a t happened.” 

One s tuden t sim ply despises 
soap operas and  w ould  never con
sider scheduling h e r  classes around 
any  such program s.

Sophom ore D ebra B ryan t from  
D enver, Col. said, “I do not w atch  
the  soaps because th ey ’re  nothing 
b u t trash .”


