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Sisterhood can banish animosities
Opinion 

by Joycelynne Hodges

If a s tran g e r cam e to  B ennett 
College and asked a Belle, “W hat 
is B ennett like?” W hat do you 
suppose h e r  response w ould be?

W ould it be positive like, “Oh, 
B ennett’s g rea t?” W ould it  be 
negative  like, “Ugh, B ennett 
s tinks?” H er response would pro ­
bably be negative. The m ain ques­
tion here is w hy do w e feel like 
this?

A though t cam e to m e yesterday 
as I w atched th e  Belles w alking to 
and from  classes. The sun shined 
brigh tly  dow n in  the  quad as the  
squ irre ls  ran  back and fo rth  to 
the  trees w ith  acom s. I then  re a ­
lized how  beau tifu l B ennett 
College y is.

N<̂  Jra you go in to  h y s ­
terics, le t m e  explain  m yself. 
Sure, B ennett needs a lot of w ork, 
bu t look a t w hat we have and 
w hat we share.

W e have a w om an p residen t 
who has told us constantly  how 
she w ill im prove B ennett and 
create us in to  b lack wom en ready

for the 90s, “phenom enal w om en.”
W e have a facu lty  and  sta ff 

who a re  daily  challenging us to 
reach the h ighest educational goals 
fxwsible.

How m an y  o ther schools do you 
know  have dorm s in w hich if 
som eone is tak in g  a shower, you 
have to  yell, “F lush ing” so th a t 
you don’t b u rn  the  person in  the  
shower?

Think about th e  long lines in 
the  cafeteria, how w e push  to 
get in to  w hat w e alw ays address 
as “th a t  ho rrib le  place,” Isn ’t  it 
fun  to jum p in fron t of everyone?

I t ’s tru e  th a t w e have problem s 
a t B ennett, b u t how  can  they  be 
solved? C ertain ly  not th rough  
com plaining.

Day in and day out, constantly, 
all we h ea r  on cam pus a re  com ­
plaints. C om plain ts are  floating 
around  about th e  cafeteria, the 
dorms, the  lib ra ry , even th e  s tu ­
dents. Com plaining is a  passive 
act and now  is th e  tim e for us to 
stand up and do som eth ing  about 
the  things w e are unhappy  w ith.

F or exam ple, if som eone has 
com plaints, leg itim ate  com plaints.

then  perhaps a petition  could be 
d raw n  up.

W hat abou t fundraisers? In  
h igh  school, bake sales, car 
w ashes and parties usua lly  brought 
in th e  m ost money. T hey  are 
probably  ju s t as effective now.

O.K., I a lready  know  w hat 
you’re  th inking. You’re saying, 
“WeU, w ho’s gonna support us? 
The B elles?” And w hy n o t the  
Belles? If  we h av e  a goal th a t 
has to  be m et, then  w hy can’t  
everyone do h e r  part?  The real 
issue h e re  is the  existence of 
school p ride  and  sisterhood. Do 
they exist?

As fa r  as I know, they  barely  
exist. H ave you ever tr ied  to use 
som eone’s ty p ew rite r  on th is 
cam pus? I t ’s im possible.

Or how about the looks w e give 
each o ther and w e rea lly  don’t  
even know  each other.

If  you receive a phone call in 
the dorm , how  m a n y  m essages 
do you get or do your neighbors 
even bo ther to  com e and get you 
for the  phone?

Sure th e re ’s a  sense of p ride  
and a sense of sisterhood if you

belong to the sam e organization  
or club, bu t w h a t w e m u st re a ­
lize is th a t w e are all a  p « rt of 
an organization, B enneit. We are 
all, supposedly, here for the  sam e 
purpose; to  get a  degree. And, 
we all, no m a tte r  w hat dorm  we 
stay in, no  m a tte r  w h a t our 
g.p.a. is, no m a tte r  who w e are  
or w h a t we are, w e all have to 
yell “F lush ing” in th e  bathroom .

The hostility  level on th is ca m ­
pus is grow ing everyday  w hile 
the  respect level shrinks. This 
could m ake or b reak  th is school. 
W e all need to  stop and look a t 
w hat’s going on before i t ’s too 
late.

M aybe I ’m  being too h ard  and 
judgm ental, n e ith e r  of w hich I 
m ean to  be. Y et I know  th a t our 
behavior is ev ident n o t only to 
m e  b u t o thers as well. Everyone 
is n o t ac ting  like this, b u t in  
tim e, th ings m igh t get worse.

P erhaps w e should look to  our 
school song on how  we, as Belles, 
a re  supposed to behave.

“B ennett, now  ou r voices raise 
H arm onies of g ra te fu l praise; 
We, th y  daugh ters find  thee

fair,
Loyalty  th y  colors bear,
T ru th  and honor in th y  halls, 
F a ith  and  love w ith in  thy 

w alls;
Ever d ea r to  us thou art,
F irm  w ith in  each loyal 

h eart!”
The song is telling xis th a t we 

need to  p raise our school, not 
ju s t our neighboring schools. We  
need to show off our school by 
w earing item s w ith  its nam e on 
them . W e need to  have love, not 
only for our school, b u t for our 
sisters here. We need to  care for 
our school and have pride in it.

Since B ennett stresses sister­
hood, le t’s try  to  show it.

Celebrate 

Black History 

Month All Year

Scott is honored
Bennett College’s president, 

Dr. Gloria Scott, was recently 
honored by being chosen as 
one of 75 women featured in 
Pulitzer Prize winner, Brian 
Lanker’s “I Dream A World: 
Portraits of Black Women 
Who Changed America.”

The honorees represented 
three generations of black 
women who had brought 
changes through their res­
pective professions, volun­
teer/community services or 
both.

Dr. Scott says of the honor, 
“It was a fantastic experience 
and I enjoyed having the op­
portunity to dialogue with 
some of the fellow honorees 
about the current generation 
and the commonalities of ob­
stacles all generations posses­
sed.”

Two copies of “I Dream A 
World” are featured in the 
Thomas Holgate Library.

Lorraine Patton

Protecllon tips
(from page 1) 

if such a situation should 
occur.

On the college campus, 
students should behave cau­
tiously, especially after dark. 
Walk to destinations with a 
friend, and if you must be 
alone call ahead so that some­
one is expecting you.

Remember that crimes and 
dangerous incidents occur 
when you least expect them 
so everyone needs to take 
precautions and be prepared 
mentally and if possible phy­
sically.

DC killing spree
(from page 2) 

in d rug  traffick ing  and ended 
slaying innocent ch ildren  and 
adults. D rugs are like a steering 
wheel, w hich controls your every  
move. The m ayor of our cap ita l 
city had  accusations brough t upon 
h im  th a t he too w as involved in 
using drugs.

As for th e  d rug  dealers (h u st­
le rs), th e y ’re w aiting  to  em ploy 
pre-teens so they  can  have  the 
opportun ity  to m ake fast money. 
P aren ts  have to com pete f in an ­
cially w ith  the dealers because 
they  set the tren d  for the  la tes t 
fashions.

Som e of m y p>ast associates 
have been cap tured  by th is vicious 
drug  circus. This is one circus 
I hope does not stay in t<>jvn.

We as a nation  need to get our 
prio rities in order. If our cap ita l 
city  is in chaos, w hat holds for 
our nation?

Betsy M. Peoples

THE
SKY’S
THE
LIMIT
For a career with 
unlimited possibilities, 
look to us. We are the Federal 
Aviation Administration, and right now 
we are looking for Air Traffic Control Specialists.
All you need to apply is 3 years of work experience, 
a college degree in any major, or a combination of 
experience and some college.

Benefits include salaries to $60,000 + , up to 26 days 
vacation a year, an excellent retirement plan, loca­
tions almost everywhere, job security. Expand your 
horizons. Become part of a team that contributes to 
the aviation world every day.

For more information, send your name and address 
on a postcard to:

Federal Aviation Administration 
Dept. AP4 

P.O. Box 26650 
Oklahoma City, OK 73126

Equal Opportunity Employer

DISCOVER TODAY’S FAA

Campus Paperback Bestsellers

1. The E sM Dtia l Calvin and Hobbes, by Bill Waterson 
(Andrews & McMeel, $12 95.) More Calvin & Hobbes cartoons

2. The Bonfire of the Vanltlea, by Tom W olle (Bantam, $4 95 1 
Lust, greed and the American way of life m the 80s

3. The Tom myknockers, by Stephen King (Signet NAL, $5 95.) 
The latest by the King' of horrors

4. The Far Side Gallery 3, by Gary Larson (Andrews & McMeel, 
$10 951 Selected cartoons from three previous collections

5. Beloved, by Toni Mornson (Plume NAL, $8 95 |
Profoundly affecting chronicle of slavery and its aftermath

6. The Cat who came for Christmas, by Cleveland Amory 
(Penguin $6 95 | Amory s life with a stray

7. Separated at Birth?, by Spy Maga2 ine, Eds 
(Doubleday. $6 9 5 ) Unlikely lookaiikes

0. Tales too Ticklish to Tell, by Berke Breathed 
(Little, Brown, $7 95 ) More of Bloom County

9. The Power of Myth, by Joseph Campbell and Bill Moyers 
(Doubleday. $ i 9 9 5 ) How mythology illum inates stages of life

10. The Oarfc T o w e r The Gunslinger, by Stephen King 
(Plume NAL, $10 95.) Young man s pursuit of an evil force

New & Recommended
» Ct UCO 0OO»SW» 0«v*» CA

The Trial of Socrates, by I F Slone (Anchor. $9 95 ) Intellectual 
thriller, bringing the characters and the community of ancient 
Athens to life

The Holocaust in History, by M ichael R Marrus (Meridian NAL, 
$8 9 5 ) Comprehensive assessment ol the vast historical literature 
on the Holocaust

The Day I Became an Autodidact. by Kendall Haiiey (Delta, 
S8 95 ) A complicated journey of growmg up m a most unusual 
family

ASSOCunoN O f * CAM PuailSMCit&HATXMAi ASSOCUnQM Of COtLCCf STOOCS

GET YOUR TUITION PAID AND 
A SALARY OF $13,000/YEAR WHILE 

COMPLETING YOUR DEGREE!
If you're a sophomore or at Yorktown, Virginia. Upon

junior at Bennett Coliege, 
ttie U.S. Coast Guard has a 
program that wiii pav vour 
coiiece tuition and pav vou 
n eariv$1100 per month untli 
vou graduate I In addition you 
wiii have the opportunity to 
compete for a commission 
in the Coast Guard foiiowing 
graduation.

H O W  O U R  P R O G R A M  
W O R K S :

Appiy during your sopho­
more or junior year. If you 
are selected you wiii eniist ‘n 
the U.S. Coast Guard, at­
tend basic training for 8 weel<s 
during your summer break 
and return to school in the 
fail. You will draw full pay 
and allowances from the time 
you eniist. In addition to your 
full military pay, the Coast 
Guard picks up the cost of 
your tuition when you return 
to college in the fall. Although 
enlisted in the regular Coast 
Guard, you will be assigned 
to duty at your college.

Your duties are to com­
plete your degree require­
ments and to work at a nearby 
Coast Guard unit 3 hours a 
w eekduring the school year. 
Again, you will receive full 
military pay, full military 
benefits (medical care, ex­
change privileges, etc.) and 
your entire tuition wi II be paid 
for as long as you remain in 
the program.

A B O U T  O FF IC E R
C A N D ID A T E  SCH O O L: 

Following grad^jation from 
college and the completion 
of all program requirements, 
you are on your way to Offi­
cer Candidate School. The  
17 week school is conducted

graduation from O C S, you 
receive your commission as 
an ensign In the U.S. Coast 
Guard and begin a three- 
year active duty assignment, 
with a starting salary of at 
least $21,000 annually.

The challenges and pride 
of leadership are yours. 
You're part of the Coast 
Guard team  that performs 
some of the most exciting & 
important missions in the 
vvori'i:

'SuVing of lives 
during disasters 

'Protecting our nation's wa 
terways and environment 

‘ Defending our nation 
‘ Stopping illegal 

drug smuggling

H O W  T O  APPLY:
If you're a sophomore or 

junior and wish to see if you 
qualify, call (collect) or write 
your local Coast Guard rep­
resentative below. Ask about 
the "M .O.R.E." program. 
M .O .R .E . is the Coast 
Guard's Minority Officer Re­
cruiting Effort at Historically 
Black Colleges and Univer­
sities. Again, If you would 
like to know more, call:

USCG RECRUITING OFFICE 
324 W. Market St., 

Federal BIdg.
P.O. Box 179 

Greensboro, NC 27402-0179 
(919) 275-4951

MINISTRY
J O ^ / End Apartheid

We have more job cjjenings in 
Christian orgamizations than people 
to fill them. You may t>e qualified for 
one of them. Call toll free today or 
mail the coupon below.

Hooliganism 

In South Africa
CALL imWCRISTO TODAY

1-800-426-1342
(206-546-7330 in WA, HI and C ^ada)


