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Student Opinion Poll:

The non reporting of a hate crime

Imagine this: One night. a black man and two white men have -
what begins as a friendly drink in a trailer park Things get out of hand 9 e e

and the two white men drag the black man out of the trailer, douse him

with fuel and burn him alive. As if that is not enough they even cut off

his head. . . o | .
e As unbelievable as this story may seem, it is true. It sounds What IS your Oplnlon about the CIOSIng Of GUS'

like something that may have happened in the deep 0
south during the early Civil Rights Era, with its GI‘ oC etel’ 1a 7 Photos by Camisha Gentry, Banner Photographer

lynching and hangings. But recently this is what . . .
happened to Gamett P. Johnson. On July 25, in  Gus’ Grocerteria -- the local store that for years supplied Belles with everything from
Independence, Va., Emmett Cressell Jr. and Louis  snacks to quarters (change) -- closed in July.

J. Ceparano decided to brutally murder Johnson.

Federal authorities are investigating whether the crime was a
racially motivated hate crime. I think that it is clear that it was racially
motivated because only a sick racist mind could come up with such a
senseless brutal killing.

Maybe some of you haven’t heard much about the incident because
it is the media’s way of not trying to start a public uproar addressing
hate crimes, such as this. It is not up to the media to choose what they
think society should know. Whether this crime was racially motivated
or not, use your best judgment. If the races were reversed none of this
would have been a question. i

Paquita

Herring

The opinion expressed in this column is that of the author and does
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Bennett Banner staff.
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