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Foremen and Loom Fixers Stage Annual Dinner

The above p icture w as tak en  at a dinner given the loom  fixers by Mr. E l B urchain, forem an  
of th e  -weaving departm ent, a t h is  hom e on Chui'ch street, recently. T his is  a n  an n u al ev en t and is 
looked  forw ard to  each  year. G uests of th e  occasion  w ere Mr. Civrl Poiiideixter, Mr. B enson , Mr. 
IMillard D arnell, and Mr. N oah D arnell. T he m eal w as prepared by Mi*s. B urcham , Mrs. Bob H all, 
and Mrs. F ree  Pardue. M usic w as provided by th e D arnell str in g  band and Mr. E n ie s t  Day.

GIVES PROCESS 
OF MANUFACTURE

W ool N eeds Much l*reparation  
B efore R eady For  

Loom

By S. E. NEW MAN
Wool, a f t e r  be ing  rem oved  from  

the  sheep  by shea r ing ,  con ta ins  
su bs tances  w hich  re n d e r  i t  u n f i t  
for  the  m a n u f a c tu r e  of fabr ics  
w i th o u t  cons ide rab le  p rep a ra t io n .  
T hese  inc lude  th e  g reases  n a t u r 
a lly  secre ted  by th e  sheep,  as 
well as d ir t ,  m a n u re  and  vege 
tab le  m a t te r ,  such  as b u r r s ,  seeds 
and  cockles w h ich  h ave  become 
en tan g led  in th e  wool.

Many g rad es  of wool con ta in  
b u r r s ,  seed an d  shives of such 
pecu l ia r  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  th e i r  r e 
moval is q u i t e  im possib le  by 
card ing .

So the  wool m u s t  go over s o r t 
ing  tab les  a n d  be so r ted  by hand ,  
the  so r te r  t a k e s  each fleece from  
the  bag  sh ak es  i t  o u t  an d  f i rs t  
s k i r t s  it, th e n  s e p a ra te s  in to  the  
v a r ious  g rades .  W e m a k e  six 
g rad es  from  th e  av e rag e  grease  
wool used  by th i s  mill.  (F in e  
wools a r e  used m ore  for  c lo th 
ing.)

T he  bes t  wool comes off the  
shou lde rs ,  o th e rs  follow in order ,  
side, back, th ighs ,  breech ,  an,d 
belly. One fleece will  n o t  con
ta in  m ore  t h a n  th r e e  sorts .

All wool as it  comes f rom  the  
so r t in g  ta b le s  is b lended  in  la rge  
b ins an d  is now ready  to s t a r t  
the  scou r ing  process.

F i r s t  the  wool is r u n  th r o u g h  
tire opening  machine ,  w hich  
opens up th e  wool an d  blows ou t  
a lo t  of trasl i ,  f rom  th i s  i t  d rops  
in to  the  la rge  scou r ing  m ach ine  
0,nd passes  th r o u g h  fou r  bowls.  
F i r s t  a nd  second bowls  con ta in  
soap an d  soda  so lu tions.  T h ird  
and  fo u r th  bowls  con ta in  w a rm  
w a te r  for  r in s in g  only. F ro m  
the  la s t  bowl the  wool goes 
t h r o u g h  squeeze  rol ls  an d  d i r ec t 
ly in to  a la rg e  d ry ing  m ach ine  
w h e re  the  h e a t  m u s t  be even and  
a t  a c e r ta in  te m p e ra tu re .

T he  p e rcen tag e  of s h r in k a g e  
va r ie s  f rom  20 p e r  cen t  to 80 
percen t ,  nev e r th e le s s  a good bu y 
e r  will be ab le  to e s t im a te  w i th 
in  two or th r e e  pe r  cent.

T he  fac to rs  to be considered  in 
th i s  connec t ion  a re  the  b reed ,  the  
soil, th e  c l imate ,  an d  th e  care  
w ith  which th e  sheep a r e  ra ised ,  
as  well as the  d il igence  with  
w hich  th e  fleeces a r e  p u t  up. 
F in e  wools a lw ays  sh r in k  more  
lieavily  th a n  coarse  wools. The

ave rage  sh r in k a g e  of United  
S ta tes  wool is  a b o u t  5 5 pe r  cent. 
F in e  dom estics  s h r in k  a b o u t  60 
per  cent . L ow er  g rad es  a b o u t  45 
per cent. F in e  t e r r i to ry  wools 
a b o u t  60 per  cen t ;  low er g rades  
a b o u t  5 5 per  cent.  Pu l led  wools 
av e ra g e  27 per  cent. T he  cus- 
‘̂ ôm wool ave rages  f rom  40 per  
cent to 45 pe r  cen t  in th is  p lan t .  
The wool is th e n  p u t  t h r o u g h  a 
c lean ing  m a c h in e  an d  f ro m  th is  
to the  bagg ing  rack ,  an d  is now 
read y  for  the  stock room , or to 
s t a r t  on th e  m a n u fa c tu r in g  p ro 
cess.

Carbonizing
M cchanical  rem oval  of b u r r s  

f rom  wool be ing  im p rac t ic a l  in  
m any  cases, it  becomes necessary  
to re s o r t  to c a rbon iz ing  or  the  
p re p a ra t io n  of su i tab le  reag e n t s  
w hich  w hen  exposed to h e a t  d is 
in te g ra te s  t h e  vege tab le  m a t te r s  
leaving th e  wool u n im pa ired .  In  
c arbon iz ing  raw  s tock th e  wool 
is scoured  an d  th e n  s a tu r a t e d  
w ith  the  r e a g e n t  in a cold w a te r  
polution of p ro p e r  s t r e n g th  which 
is de term ine;!  by the  c h a ra c t e r  of

the  b u r r s  to be rem oved .  In  th is  
p la n t  su lp h u r ic  acid is used.

T he  s tock  is now r ead y  fo r  the  
d ry e r  w hich  m u s t  rem ove  all the  
w a te r  before  any  a c tu a l  c a rb o n 
izing will t a k e  place.

Moving ap rons  ca r ry  th e  s tock 
th r o u g h  c o m p a r tm e n ts  h e a t e d  by 
s t e am  pipes an d  in w h ich  c i rcu 
la t ion  an d  v e n t i la t io n  a r e  m a in 
ta in ed  by pow erfu l  fans.

T he  wool en te rs  one end  and  
em erges  a t  the  o the r ,  a g r a d u a l  
co n cen t ra t io n  of acid in th e  b u r r  
and  exposure  to h igh  t e m p e r a 
tu r e s  will  com ple te  the  r eac t ion  
c hang ing  th e  b u r r  to th e  h y d ro 
cellu lose, p rev iously  descr ibed  in 
whicl i fo rm  it  can be  c ru shed  and  
dus ted  f rom  th e  wool.

Now to p lace the  carbonized  
wool in th e  bes t  cond i t ion  it 
shou ld  be neu t ra l iz ed .

N eutralizing
The use of u n n e u t ra l i z e d  wool 

in th e  p rocess  of m a n u fa c tu r in g  
of ten  causes  t r o u b le  in fu l l ing  
ope ra t ions  an d  dyeing.

The  acid reac ts  w ith  the  soap 
used in the  fu l l ing  an d  precipi-

Home of Roy 
Chipman Burns

A fi re  of u n k n o w n  o r ig in  des 
t royed  th e  h o m e  of Roy C h ipm an .  
of E a s t  E lk in ,  On T h u rsd a y ,  D e
cem ber  7th , a ro u n d  fo u r  o ’clock 
in the  m orn ing .  Mr. C h ip m an  h a d  
the  m i s fo r tu n e  no t  to save  an y  
of his  f u r n i t u r e  or c lo th ing .  He 
an d  his  fam ily  b a re ly  e scap ing  
in ju ry .  T h e  noise  of th e  roof  
f a l l ing  in  w oke  Mr. C h ip m an  
a n d  the y  h a d  only  a few m in u te s  
in w h ich  to escape.

ta te s  f a t  in t h e  soap used  in th e  
f ib re  of t h e  fab r ic  w hich  n o t  o n 
ly m a te r i a l l y  le n g th e n s  th e  fu l l 
ing  t im e  b u t  in su b s e q u e n t  dye 
ing  o p e ra t io n s  in w h ich  s t r e a k y  
goods a re  su re  to re su l t .  T h is  is 
w hy  re n e u t r a l i z in g  is d one  in  th i s  
p lan t .

B orn  to  Mr. an d  Mrs. C lea t  
S im mons,  a d a u g h te r ,  B e t ty  
C harles ,  N ovem ber  2 0, 19 33.


