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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Since the last issue of ‘T H E  ECHO” went to press, I 

travelled extensively through the Middle West and Pacific 
Coast and inspected the acres of flax which are being culti­
vated for us in California and Minnesota.

I know that all of you are interested and I, therefore, 
am taking advantage of the coming issue of “THE ECHO’' 
to write you something on this subject.

In the Imperial Valley of California, in the territory sur­
rounding the City of El Centro, there are from sixty to eighty 
thousand acres of flax w'hich are being harveste'd right at 
this moment. The straw which will result from it will be 
converted in our own mill in El Centro into usable fibre, and 
you are all acquainted with the lovely light colored flax 
which reaches us in car-loads practically every day from 
the J:"acitic Coast.

As a result of this year’s crop, we expect to receive 
4,000 tons of California flax.

It was a most marvelous sight to see miles and miles of 
flax in bloom— beautiful blue flowers— of an even stand, 
ready to be converted into the flax fibre we need in our cig­
arette Paper manufacturing operations. I wish that more of 
you could have seen this very impressive sight. It is most 
gratifying that, due to this flax development on the Pacific 
Coast, we have contributed largely to the economic welfare 
of the flax growers in this district.

We are making preparations to enlarge our own plant 
in El Centro—to double its present capacity— and expect to 
have it in full operation by the month of August - 1940.

In Minnesota, the situation is somewhat different from 
that in California. Due to the climatic conditions, the flax 
was only sown near the end of April and it will be late in 
August before the crop is ready to be harvested.

I expect to visit Minnesota again before the harvest to 
inspect the progress of the crop there but, encouraged by the 
outlet we have developed for the fibre, the acreage appears 
to be increasing, year after year.

Also in Minnesota we have several plants at our disposal 
where the straw is being gathered up by the farmers, brought 
to our Stations and converted into Minnesota flax fibre, with 
which all of you are familiar.

I was very much encouraged after my visit to these dis­
tricts and feel assured that our source of supply for hax  fibre 
is guaranteed.

Arthur Loeb accompanied me on this trip.
*  H= ♦

Upon my return from Minnesota, I made a trip through 
the cigarette manufacturing center— Winston-Salem, Dur­
ham and Richmond—and visited all the large cigarette pro­
ducing plants where ECUSTA paper is consumed.

I am happy to say that our paper has been received with 
open arms by all those v^ho are using it and, with a good 
deal of tolerance, they have accepted our paper; and while, 
by no means— as we' all know—have we reached the per­
fection which we are striving to achieve, I am glad to tell you 
that progress is being noticed in our qualities by all of our 
customers.

I gave them the assurance that we will never rest in our 
efforts to improve our quality and that all of us who are 
working for Ecusta are fully aware of our responsibility and 
will untiringly try to achieve perfection in each one of the 
many characteristics of cigarette paper, all of which are 
Icnown to you.

Bob Matthews accompanied me on this trip.
* * *

My friends in the CHAMPAGNE PAPER CORPORA­
TION will be glad to hear that our customers who are buy­
ing booklets from us also realize that we have made a good 
deal of progress during the last few months and I promised
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LANDSCAPING WORK 
UNDERWAY AT PLANT

W o rk  is w e ll under w a y  on the  ex­
tensive landscap ing p ro je c t p lanned fo r  
the grounds o f Ecusta. M r. C a rte r 
Newm an, Jr., landscape a rch ite c t o f 
G reenville , S. C., o rig ina ted  the design 
w h ich  w i l l  be followed.

W a lkw a ys  have been b u ilt  to a ll en­
trances and grass has been sown on the 
law n  o f the o ffice  b u ild in g  and around 
the gate house. W o rkm e n  are now en­
gaged In g ra d ing  the road shoulders 
and le v e lin g 'th e  fie lds w h ich  w i l l  be 
p lanted w ith  a cover crop, fo llow ed by  
grass next spring . The design w il l  
fo llow  the n a tu ra l su rround ings  o f the 
p la n t by the use of na tive  shrubs and 
trees, w h ich  w i l l  be p lanted d u rin g  the 
fa ll and w in te r.

A  m aintenance force w i l l  be pe r­
m anen tly  engaged in  the up-keep and 
beau tif ica tion  o f the grounds.

M r. R. R. B o lt, landscape a rch itec t, 
has active  superv is ion  o f the w ork . He 
and his force o f ten mon are rap id ly  
chang ing  the com plexion o f the 
grounds. Rough places have been 
smoothed ou t and a good stand o f grass 
is now peeping up a ll a round the m ain  
o ffice  bu ild ing. M r. B o lt says he has 
had a g rea t deal o f d i f f ic u lty  keep ing  
the  im proved areas ih  good cond ition  
clue to the fa c t th a t some employees 
take  near cuts across these areas, 
thereby m ak ing  i)a ths and dam aging the 
young  grass. A ll employees are urged 
to cooperate in  th is  p rogram  by us ing  
the roads and w a lkw ays  instead o f cnit- 
t in g  across the im nrovod plots. PL1<:\SI<] 
STA Y  O FF  Tirr<] GRASS

New York Office Sends 
Message To ‘‘Echo’’

The personnel o f the N ew Y o rk  o f­
fice sends us an Echo fo r  th is  issue o f 
ou r paper. A lth o u g h  located hundreds 
of m iles away, th is  g roup  o f employees 
is ju s t  as v ita l a p a rt o f ou r o rgan iza ­
tion  as i f  they were here a t Pisgah 
Forest. W e welcome t l ie ir  co n tr ib u tio n  
to the Echo and wan”t t liem  to feel th a t  
ou r l i t t le  paper w il l  eolio messages from  
R ocke fe lle r Center in  New Y o rk  ju s t  
as well as from  the Davidson R ive r 
Va lley.

O ur thanks  go to M r. W a lte r  V . l .a n -  
deck, who Is v ice-pres ident o f the com ­
panies and in charge o f the N ow  Y o rk  
office, fo r  sending us the  message be­
low :

“ 1 am ju s t  in receipt o f the second 
issue o f “ The E cho” w hich, as usual, 
is enjoyable read ing  to a ll o f us and 
w e ll presented. W e l)s te r’s O ic tiona ry  
gives m any d e fin it ions  o f the word 
"echo” — am ong them  perhaps the sin i))- 
lest is “ to send back o r re i)oat’’. The re ­
fore, 1 w a n t to send back a nies.sag(5 

fo r  y o u r next issue o f “ T iie  Echo”  on 
beha lf o f the Now Y o rk  o ffice  w h ic li, 
as you know, represents a ll the a c t iv i­
ties of M r. S traus a t Pisgah I-’ orost.

Even though we are a,i)i)ro\-imatoly 
800 or 000 m iles d is tan t, th is  office, i i i  
its  modest way, helps to make the 
wheels tu rn  a t Pisgah l<'orost, not on ly  
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Miss jusiine wnuams, w om ens  
Recreation Director, will act in the 

of librarian and will be on 
P M M., until 5:00
iiiT K books. The books
wppif ® period of one

the reader re- 
time, books may be re- 

w  K an adiiitional week, 
w e have in our files a request 

ust so in the event that you do not 
1 J^eading interests on our 

Shelves We shou d appreciate your 
suggestions for l.ature book orders. 
Among the mariy famous authors 
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Mr. A. J. Loeb, better known to 
Ecustans as “Art” Loeb, recently 
returned to Brevard. Mr. Loeb is 
Vi:ce Pres, of the California Central 
Fibre Corporation and has been lo­
cated at El Centro, Calif., for the 
past year. On Nov. 12, Mr. Loeb 
was married to the former Miss 
Kathleen Vachreau of Wausau, 
Wis. The ceremony took place in  
Chicago and their honeymoon was 
spent in Florida. We extend our 
very best wishes to the bride an*, 
groom and hope that their stM- 
here will be an extended one. ie.

-ole


