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Have you observed something 
in your own departm ent or field 
that you th ink could be im 
proved?

In a speech to the Engineers 
Club of W estern N orth  Caro
lina, Mr. Parrott gave some ad
ditional inform ation about p a t
ents. W e regret that space will 
no t perm it the prin ting  of the 
entire speech, bu t the following 
excerpts are m ost interesting.

"The theory of the U nited 
States Patent Law or system is 
that a paten t is a contract be
tween the G overnm ent repre
senting the people and the in 
ventor in accordance w ith which 
the inventor discloses his inven
tion to the public through the 
medium  of the issued patent so 
that the public may have full 
benefit of it after the patent has 
expired. This contract results in 
m utual benefit because the in 
ventor m ight otherwise keep his 
invention secret and in so doing 
deprive the public of the bene
fit of the product of his th ink 
ing. To compensate the inven
tor for his disclosure the G ov
ernm ent gives him  the right to 
exclude all others from using 
his invention w ithout his con
sent for a period of 17 years 
and at the end of that time his 
invention becomes public p rop 
erty and is free for use w ithout 
paym ent of royalty or any other 
tribute. Incidentally, patents are 
not renewable, .contrary to po p 
ular belief, except by Act of 
Congress and this happens only 
once in a long time.

"Under the common law if 
the inventor had made a dis
closure of his invention to the 
public it would immediately 
have become public property so 
you can see the necessity which 
originally existed for p rotect
ing the inventor and at the same 
time giving him  an incentive to 
prom ote the progress of science 
and the useful arts as provided 
for in our Constitution.

"The subject m atter which 
may be protected by patents is 
another fundam ental principle of 
our paten t law. All developments 
and inventions are not patent- 
able. For an invention or dis
covery to be patentable it must 
fall w ithin one of the four 
classes of subject m atter enum e
rated in the patent statues, 
namely an art, a machine, a 
manufacture, or a composition 
matter. The word "art” here 
means a process or method, and 
has been defined by the Supreme 
Court as a "mode of treatm ent 
of certain materials to produce a 
given result.” A manufacture is 
an article of m anufacture and a 
composition of m atter is, for 
example, a new chemical prod
uct or the like. In addition to 
the requirem ent of the inven
tion or discovery coming w ithin 
one of these four classifica
tions, the statute provides that

it m ust also be new and useful. 
By "new” is m eant that the in 
vention or discovery has not 
been previously disclosed in any 
prin ted  publication in this or 
any foreign country before its 
invention by the applicant for 
the patent or for a period of 
more than a year prior to his 
application for a patent.

"Two features of this statu
tory requirem ent are significant; 
One, that there was no publica
tion of the invention here or 
abroad before the date on which 
the present inventor and appli
cant for a patent actually made 
his invention. If so, no valid 
patent can be obtained. Two, 
that the prior publication m ust 
not have been in existence more 
than a year before the date of 
the filing of the present inven- 
to ’r ’s paten t application. In 
other words, it is obligatory for 
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